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© "DEDICATION. | 
1 7 s Sight, from tlie good 
Meaning wherewith'1 it was The 
ten, from its Suitableneſs to my 
Profeſſion, and from the Impo 


too, its Author's undiſſemb 


* ooh it ſome additional Value; 
for true Reſpect, we are aſſured, 


585 ee 
135 8 a 


| whom could, with greater Pro- 


1 F * Nature, than to a Nobleman, 
whoſe regular Life, and punctu- 


| tance of its Subject. Perhap ap 
9 ed 
Reſpect for your Lordſhip may 


can give Value to the fnalleſt 


| 5 Offerings from the Hands of the | 


But indeed I did not a to . : 
1ety, be a Work of this a 


— +4 iid of all the ſocial 
= | Sn | 
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DEDICATION: 
Duties, muſt render e 
an Death not unpleaſing: Whoſe 
Regard to Works of Literature 
9 always been eminent and 
conſiſtent: And who, though 4 
continually employed in Affairs? 
of the higheſt. Moment, hnatn 
teſtified that Regard by themoſt 
favourable Attention to Men of 
Science and Learning. From 
hence, my Lord, we are encou-- = 
raged. to _ omiſe tlie faireſt Days 
to good Letters and good Man-. 
ners: They cannot dor flouriſh 4 
under your diſcerning Eye, and. 
the foſtering Patronage of our be | 5 8 1 
loved Moxazcn: In whoſe un: 
ſullied Virtues, while his People 
Kelicitate the ST wo gcc * 
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DE DICAT ION. 


Man: can be inſenſible of the 
Honour, which redounds to the | 
 illuſtriousPerſ on, who hadſocon- pe 
ſiderable a ane in forming the L! 
Ro yal Mind to Virtue; and in- pe 
ad it with thoſe great, juſt, fa 
3 and Patriot Sentiments, whichſhe 
have obtained to our Sovereign, | 
from his Subjects, that moſt ho 
1 nourable of all . e 
1 Goop T5455 = 


{3 Happy inyoupal RINCE BEE avour,þ 
my Lord, and happy in the Con- 


15 5 (ſeiouſneſs of your own Integrity; ; 
9 bo e Will go on to deſerve and to 


Wo been — Eſteem and Affection 
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of all Men of Science, of Virtue, . 
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| DEDICATION. 
hebbe placed high in that Temple 
hebþf true Glory, where the Whiſ⸗ 
n- Pers of Malevolence, and the 
10 

pe heard; where Envy, the un- 
Rt, Falling Shadow of Merit, ſhall 


o-fHour is come, which no Might 
a5 Hor Greatneſs in Mortality can 
Nelay, that Hour in which you, 


Ir 


n £1 
t 


) >Mthall proclaim the glorious Truth, 


"PFthat © You were a principal In . > 
bi ſtrument in putting an Endto. 
“a War, uncommonly wide and 
expenſive; and of reſtoring 
e 
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lamours of Faction ſhall never 


chhever be permitted to enter; and 
n, here-—when that melancholy * 
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, 2 
- 


* ny Lord, ſhall be loft to your 
Friends, to your Country, to 
Pour King; your Monument 
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| DEDIC& TION. 


« Pellet to an Pr IO; 2% (an ndde 
populated Work Ng 


1 am, 1 my Lord, Wild ch mo 
reſpectful Acknowledgment fe 


this Indulgence, 


- 


Your Lozpsn1e's 1 


"Moſt obliged and devoted 


Humble Servant 
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CHA P. . 
Wert s eep-— . — 
No more and by a fleep, to 7 we end © 
The heart=ach, and the thouſand natural ſhocks , © 
That fleſh js heir to: "tis @ conſummation © © 
Dewvoutly to be wiſh d. to die, to ſleep-— | 
To ſleep !---perchance.to dream aye, there's the * 
For in that ſleep of death what dreams may come * 
When we have ſhuffled off this mortal coil, 
Muſt give us parſe: ---thers's the reſpedt ll 
T hat makes calamity of fo ling liſfſe 6e 


. For who wn#'d bear the whips and. ſans of timm 


Th oppreſſor's wrongs the proud man 5 contume ly ; 
7 he pangs of deſpit d live, the law's del. 1 
The inſolence of office, and the ſpurns | W 
T hat patient merit of tÞ unworthy tale. © 
But that the tread of ſomething after death 
(That undi Never d country, from whoſe bourne | 


- 


Ms traveller returns J puzzles the will,” 6 f 


And makes us rather bear the ills we have, © 
Than fly to others tas we know nit of. of er 


A EW evenings ago I was called to 
perform the laſt ſad office to the ſa- 
cred remains of a- Jn ; ns and 
neighbour, IRS 

3 rb : - 


1 Rerirerioxs oN DEATH, 


116 b Aeg found, iat a fi, 
miliarity with death, and a frequent re- 
currence of funerals, graves, and church 


Tre” yards, ſerves to harden rather than hu- 


manige the mind; and to deaden rather 
than arouſe thaſe becoming rellecliond, 0 
which ſuch objects ſeem excellently cal-: 
 eblated to produce. Hence the phyſi- 
Cian enter, without the leaſt emotion, 
the gloomy chambers of expiring life: 
the undertaker handles without concern 
the elay-cold Jimbs ; and the ſexton 
whiftles 1" Unappalled, ” While his ſpade. 


/ caſts forth omar b earth the mingled 4 


bones and duſt d his fellow-creatures . 
And, alas“ how often have f felt wien 
indignant reluktapce "by. _ wandering, | 
heart en ed in other, ſpeculations, 


When called to miviſier. at the grave, 
and to — 1h to the 8 NPE "6 
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REPLECTIONS ON Dx amy. 3 


ay Vet nothing teacheth like death: _ 1 
and though perhaps the buſineſs of liſe 
would grow torpid, and the ſtrings of \ 
activity be looſed, were men continually 
hanging over the meditation—yet, 1 
faredly, no man ſhould fail to keep te 
great object in view ; and ſeaſonably to 5 
reflect that the important moment is «1 
coming, when he too muſt mingle witingn 
his kindred clay; when he too muſt - 4 
appear before God's awful Judgment - 8 
ſeat, when he too muſt be adjudged by *. 
a Ae an irrevocable, an Kage: > iq | 


As I entered the church- yard, of 


Where heaves the terf in mary a mouldring 3 
where —-Each i in his narrrui cell for ever laid, UI, 


ſo many of my friends, my neighbours, 
my fellow. ereatures, lie mouldring in 
duſt; — ſtruck with the flow and ſolemn 
ſound of the deep-toned bell, and Pars. 42 
ticularly impreſſed with the afflicting cir» - ©] 1 
B 2 | mn, Ol 
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* Men one uf * 
. og 8 


3 Reyrecmions on DRATH. 


_ cumſtances of his death w hoſe obſequies 
F Jiwas waiting to perform; J found the 
involuntary tear ruſh from mine eyes, 
and che unbidden ſigh heave in WF Ia 
mes, boſam. 

And, 0 Oh Death, ee con- 
 queror, I could not forbear ſaying, in 
the ſilence of unaffected meditation— 
Oh Death, how terrible, how wonder- 
ful thou art! Here I ſtand, full of life; 
health ſmiling on my cheek, and ſpark- 
_ ung in my eye; my active feet ready 
to bear me briſkly along, and my hands 
prompt to execute their appointed of- 
fice: ſcenes of pleaſing felicity are be- 
tore me; the comforts of domeſtic ſe- 
renity dwell ſeemingly ſecure around 
me; and my buſy ſoul is planning fu- 
ture improvements of happineſs and 
peace. But the moment is coming, 
ee is 8 when life's Keble pulſe 
ſhall 
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leſs, buſy ſoul, at length Abd _ 
and be anxious no more. 


? Ravecyevions ON Draru 3 5 
ſhall play no longer, theſe eyes no more 


ſparkle, nor this cheek glow with health, 


that, pale as the ſhroud which inveſts 
me, and thoſe cloſed: with the lids, to 


uncloſe and awaken no more: tlie feet 
ſhall decline their function, and the 


uſeleſs hands fall heavily down by my 
ſide. Farewell then all the engaging, 
endearing ſcenes before me: farewell 
the comforts, of domeſtic peace: my 
beſt loved friends ſhall weep? tender · 
ly over me; and my thinking, reſt- 


It is fixed: and all the TA Ht "of - 
18 can neither arreſt nor divert the 


ſure unerring dart! but with conſum- 
mate wiſdom the great Lord of the 
world hath wrapped up the important 
moment in impenetrable darkneſs from 
ns view that from the cradle we 


8B 3 & ""- 
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6  RnyLec TIONS ON. DraTH. | 
might have the ſolemn object before us, 
and aft as men, becauſe as men + we muſt 
Ny” Fiss 

„ Jae nee then Wan to divert the 
1 improving ſpeculation, but advance ſtill 

nearer, and ſee, In I learn, whatit is 

a 

To die Oh FOR a "PAY amidſt 


' whoſe graves I now am wandering— 


Jou, who ere long, like me, trod this 


| 5 region of mortality, and drank the 


_ golden day with you the bitterneſs of 


+ death is paſt; you have taſted, what 
lat is, which ſo much perplexes the hus 


man thought, of which we all know fo 
little, and yet of which we all muſt 
know fo much! Oh! could you inform 


me what it is to die, could you tel me 
What it is to breathe the laſt ſad: gaſp,— 


what are the ſenſations of the laſt con- 
vulſion of the laſt pang of diſſolving 


. Harare ba could Jus tell me how the 
; " foul 


„„ ww 


1 m Wo 


720 . 
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ful ifſizes from the kfeleſs dwellin 8 


which it has ſo long inhabited; Wat 
unknown worlds are covered to its 
view; Bow it is affected wich the a- 


larming proſpect: how it is Ty | 


with the” remembratice and regard of 
things left here below OH Could 2 
tell me. but, alas! how vainthe 0 
—clouds and dafknefs reſt upoh f 1 
and nothing but experience in 
lowed to ſatisfy theſe anxious oy 
of mortals. © 

Fet let us not border that Jan 
or at leaſt not relinquiſh the iateen 
meditation. For what can be of equal 
importance to a Than, deſtined inevita- 
bly to tread the path of death, What 


of equal importance to examine, as, 


Whither that path leads, and how it my 
be trod ſucceſsfully Wat of equal | 


importance fors pilgrim of day to con. 


hos Ai as that great event lich muſt 
| B - IE open 


- 


— 


wi ts, ls - 
—— 


4 ne ox Darn. 


mut open to him a 7 7 vaalterable, 
and without end? pt Tar 
een muſt 3 — «A gloomy. ke 
— — its appointed for all men once to die. 
Am curſe is upon all his poſterity. 
PDuſt they are, and te duſt they muſt 
kretum. — But whither leads that eee 
path. Alas, i in the heathen world with | 
a bewildered: mind they ſought the re- 

ſolution of that queſtion.— Death Was 

IF dreadful indeed in ſuch circumſtances: 

bor if we want the glad hope of immor- 
ttt,iity to chear our departing ſouls, what 

affſiction can even be conceived; more 

”  afflicting than death and diſſolution, ſe- 

paration from all we hold dear on earth, 

and perfect annihilation of all ous . 

expectancies ?. | 

Life and immortality a are . to 

light by the Goſpel: and the queſtion is 

anſwered clearly from that book, whence | 

71 alone, we can gain information on this 


Fan 
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Nürrierur e. DEATH.” 9 . 


point Once 10 die, a after © hip be 
judged Mie muſt all fand befort tbr 


judgment. feat "of Greg, Oh m ü,, 


how awful a reflection; can any 


more be wanting to inſpise ther with 


the moſt ſerious purpoſes, - and moſt de 


vout reſolves; than the certainty of 
death, the aſſurance" of © judgment, ond 


| aan, of immortaliiy⸗ ? 


And after death be judged! © Tell 
me no more of the pangs of death, 
and the torment of corporeal ſufferance:. 
— What, what is this, and all the evils ; 
of life's contracted ſpan. to the things 
which follow after? This it is, which 


makes death truly formidable, which ._ "i 


ſhould awaken every ſolemn reflection, 
and ſtimulate at rational * 

G 
To be Judged: to be Eitel by an 
ievernble* decree, to an allotment - 
e and unchangeable; an allotment 5 
5 5 of 


> 
'. 


af conſummate Renchen or confurneate 


WW I bed! 
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diſtreſs. 
Oh eee Fits 8 doch the 
thought of thee debaſe in their value e- 


very earthly, enjoyment, every earthly 


purſuit and poſſeſſion and ſhew man to 
himſelf in a point of view which amply 
diſcovers. his true buſineſs on earth, 


vhich amply diſcovers the true dignity 
of his nature, and forcibly reproves 


his wretched attachment to ee 


_ things. yo 6 


And methinks, as iH a voice: were 
ſpeaking from yonder grave I bear a 


ſolemn whiſper to my ſoul 
Every grave proclaims thy own 


mortality! child of the duſt, be hum 


ble; and grow wiſe! a few days ſince, 


like thee, I flouriſhed in the fair field 
of. the carthly.world! a few days ſince, 
I was cut down hke a flower, and my 
body lies ee in this comfortleſa 


bed eee, a and imattentive 


to duey, T paſſed: gayly aleng, and 
euere : would: eververclond . 
my 


h amoment the unexpected 
tempeſt aroſe. I ſunk; and was loſt. 
Go'thy Way, and forget not thyſelf 44; 
member that to day” thou haſt life it 
thy power; - to-morrow; perhaps; thou: 
mayeſt 10 % Brenthleft, ebrple E Bft 
mate from thence the value, poor and 
ſmall,” of all things beneath the ſun. - 
and forget not that death and eternity 
are, by an indiſſoluble band, united! 
If thou dareſt to die, and unprepared 5 
meet thy God, who can enough deplore 
thy miſery, moſt wretched: of be- 
ings ! everlaſting anguiſh, remorſe, and 
puniſhment. aſſuredly await thee — 

But if bearing futurity in mind, thou 
art ſo bleſt as to live in conformity to 
tte law of thy nature, and the Goſpel 
« thy God— the Saviour of * 


ta * 


Tennial. bliſs 5 thee, eternal de- 


' TS n . fil riyer. of Ge 
| remains to reward bu 
3 Immortal! be viſe, remem er Ju 4 


ment, and learn, to die. 8 
Loſt in the deep reflection, Iwas a- a- 8. 
Vakened from it by the.intellige 


the ap of my | 
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* 7 50 er 7 bald 30; wh knnoeft 
not what 4 day-may bring forth, Pr. xvii. 1. 3 
| Defer not until death to fk Ries $5 
Ni „ 
a) death, how bitter is. de Temembitace „ 
thee to a man that Uveth at "reſt in his 
N poſſeſſions unto the man that has nothing 
to vex him; and that hath' proſperity . 7M 
all things: yea unto him that is pot able 
180 Feceive meat. 9 757 þ Ai & 7 . 


HE bore” alas” their fable : 
plumes, advanced with ſolemm 
pace 3. and the ſlow-moving wheels of Ki 
the melancholy hearſe . ſeemed to keep | 
time with the deep-toned' bell; expreſ- 
five of the filent ſorrow, now and then 
interrupted with a groan of diſtreſs, 
which reigned in the” mournful coaches 
that followed. . ; 


They 


84 Revntzcrions on DEATH. 
They ſtop: and ah, my friend, what 
all this labour, and all this difficulty 
_ to drag thy body in its laſt narrow 
_ dwelling: from the confinement of the 
bearſe, and to bear it along the church- 
Farc to its laſt narrow cell ĩm the church! 
Ah where is thy former activity thy 
wonted ſprightlineſs and vigour! Thou 
Vvho didſt tread over the threſhold with 
> ſuch lively ſtrength, and bruſſied away 
| the dew of the morning with ſtout and 
nimble vivacity; — have thy feet too 
forgotten to do their office? And muſt, 
5 thy fellow-mortals toil beneath the Ioall 
0 of thy clayey corſe, to bear thee from 
= - he ſight and ſenſe of the ſurvivors ot 
Ob Death, thou ſovereign cure of hu⸗ | 
Þ man pride! To what a ſtate, impartial 
. in thine attack, doſt thou reduce as 
well the nobleſt and the faireſt, the 
greateſt and the beſt, as the meaneſt and. 
moſt 


"7 = AN ; 
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RnyLretrons o Dr aT. f 
moſt worthleſs of mankind! Though 


our friends be dear to us as a right eye; 


lovely as the bloom of the morning 3 
powerful as the ſcepteted monarch 
of. the Eaſt ; thou not only degradeſt 


them from the elevated height, but 


rendereſt obnoxious to the view; and 
inacceſſible to the tender embrace of the 
laſt lingring, faithful, unſhaken adhe- 
rent | let corruption ceaſe to be vain; 
let rottenneſs, and duſt, no longer ſwell 
in brief and borrowed arrogance! 


But ſee the afflicting fight | Five ten 


der children, each in an almoſt infant 


ſtate, are led by weeping friends, in 


- mournful proceſſion, after the * of 


their departed father. 

In a coach behind, waiting to com- 
pleat the melancholy. view, is an infant: 
three days old, brought into the world 
by its half-diſtraed' mother, before its 


| en time! Big ſorrow, and in- 


ſupport- 


16 llevtxeviows on Si? 


fupportable, hath haſtened the ow 
and dite anguiſh of birth; and behold 
the little orphan, inſenlibie of its mi- 
ſery, is offered to the regenerating font, 
while its + 
dels of the earth! 


Crowds of ſpectators from every part 
are attentive to the moving ſcene : on 


every face fits re in 


herous tear of 


every eye {wells 
compaſſion and concern. | 
But a few days are pelt ſince a trem- 


bling meſſenger, with breathleſs ſpeed, 


urged my inſtant attendanoe at the ſick 


bed of Nx Or, on whoſe life, it was to 
be feared, the remorſeleſs fever had 


made fatal inroad.I haſtened without 
delay ; and I found but who can de- 
ſcribe the afflicting miſery ? Confuſion; 


tation, and woe; diſmay and unuttera- 
dle agony took up their reſidence in 


— — 


% 


ther is meine, ord to Ub owe 


anguiſh, and'diftreſs;- weeping; lamen- 
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the dwellings of Nxoorio! Surprized in 


the midſt of youth, and in the ardor of 
earthly purſuits, by the awful. and irre- 
ſiſtible ſummons of death, the huſband, 
the father, the man, lay wracked with 
ſuch thoughts as his condition might 
well be ſuppoſed to awaken. Unable to 


bear the ſhock, his wife, who long fleep- - 
leſs had watched by his couch, was 
thrown on the. ground in an adjacent | 
chamber, and her little infants were 
weeping around her, the more to be 


pitied, as unconſcious of their miſery, 


and wondering with artleſs plaints,.-why 
their beloved mamma was thus ſad and in 

tears! Near relations were tender in 
their beſt offices, while every heart was 


anticipating the wretched dow! 8 di 
treſs. "RE 


When I ſat 8 by Na: book and.” 
Fe undrew the curtain, he looked 


—and ſhall L « ever forget the earneſt, 
anxious, 


* 1 


U 1 
* — 
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anxious, ſpeaking look A tear 46k 
from his eye, he caught my hand, he 
ſtrove to ſpeak, but his full heart br 
bad; and the organs of ſpeech, deeply I fa 
affected: by bis malady, were unfaith- te 
ful to the truſt of Words which he gave d 
them: we ſate ſilent for ſome time, and d 
with difficulty at length T perceived || © 
chat he ſaid, or wiſhed to ſay, I fear | © 

n i no late. Pray for mer for Chriff's ! 
Jake, pray.” I endeavoured, as well as 
the afffiction of my mind would permit \ 
me to ſuggeſt every ground of hope, 
every motive of conſolation : he ſqueez- | 
ed my hand and ſighed. Little is 
to be done, he ſtrove to ſay, amidſt all 
the diſtractions of a ſick bed like mine: 
oh conſider my wife, conſider my | 
little ba We ſaid all which could 
be faid; hack ſearee finiſhed the uſual 
prayers, and were preparing to men- 
tion the Sacrament, when the viliewas 
inter- 


nd 
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interrupted by the neceſſary attendance 
of the phyſician, whoſe departure the 
lawyer awaited, to ſettle his temporal af- 
fairs. Two. more bliſters were ordered 
to fix he already had upon him; 4 
drowſy ſleepineſs, dire prognoſtic of 
death, ſeized him; which hourly in- 
creaſing, at length terminated in ſtrong 
convulſions, and the buſy, active, ſpright- 
iy Na cor io died in his thirty-thud year! 
Died] utterly unprepared and unpro- 
vided to leave this world, far leſs pro- 
vided and prepared to enter into the 
next. His worldly concerns totally un- 
ſettled ; his eternal concerns Fey ever 
hug oft)... 2252 
How much to be deploted is the fate 
of NzcorTto ! and yet, alas, how much 
is it to be feared that many thouſands . 
are houtly ſplitting on en 1 ok 


W 1 | 
| He 
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| & hope, and ee with life, death 
Was not in all his thoughts; and a fu- 
ture ſtate, when ſuggeſted to him, was 

conſidered as unworthy his preſent con- 
dern, becauſe it was judged fo diſtant. 


F 


20 'Rarurevions 0 ox ae 
He lived only for this world: Full 


He thought not of the preſent ſpan of 


exiſtence, as of a ſhort ſtate of trial, 
an hour of weary pilgrimage; nor con- 
ſidered himſelf as an immortal being, 
: ſpeedily to give account to the. dread 

judge of mankind. But deluded by 
the ſpecious pretence of making neceſ- 


fary proviſion for his family, a duty he 


well knew incumbent upon him, a duty 
he ſaw univerſally approved: and applau- 
ded ; he had no other view than to a- 
met wealth, and provide a large for- 
tune for his children; the comforts of 


/ which he promiſed himſelf to partake, 


and had formed 1 chimerical ſchemes 
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of chariots and country retirements, of 
brilliant gayety and envied ſplendor. 
Amidſt theſe deſigns and purſuits, it 
might with too much truth be ſaid of 
Nacorio that God was not in all his 
thoughts. Indeed he regularly attended 
his church in the morning of the Sab- 
bath, and as regularly gave the after- 
noon to indulgence and dimpation. But 
while at the church, how liſtleſs was 


he to the prayers, now and then yawn- | 
ing out an unmeaning Amen; for his 


heart was there where his treaſure was 
placed. The ſermons had ſeldom much 


weight with him; he ſometimes obſer- 


ved they were good; and when they 
er on the ſubjects moſt pertaining | 
to himſelf, he failed not to remark that 
the preacher wasrather too ſevere. Thus 
he went on; and in the eagerneſs of 
temporal purſuit, and the over-carneft 
deſire to grow rich, had too far en- 
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* 
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and bleſs his family, as much harraſſed 
his body, and brought on that 1 


ties of Nx corio; his mind was tender 
and humane; tender affection dwelt on 
and few parents knew a more ſenſible 
concern for the fruit of their loins. No 

- ſhip, if the multiplicity of his own a- 


7 He had no objeCtion to the great truths K 
of revelation, and once in a ſickneſs, 


22 feat on Drarit! | 


gaged his fortune, and not been ſus⸗ 
ceſsful according to ae the reflec- 
tion on which harraſſed his mind; while 
his induſtrious deſires to obtain his ends 


the ſad iſſue of which we have ſeen. 
Many and excellent were the qu 


his heart towards the partner of his bed; 


man would have been more ready or 
more active in the kind offices of friend- 


vocations had not rendered him inca- 
pable of being ſerviceable to others. 


from whence he was wonderfully raiſed, | 
determined ſtrictly to comply with them, 
B e 
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ut! the let tüte its dominion as 
ealth again mantled in his check, and 
e returned to the purſuit which enga- 
ved his heart, with vigour. redoubled, 
nd activity augmented, in proportion 
0 12 time and the opportunities he 
ad loſt. How often in the freedom ot 
riendſbip have I remonſtrated, but re- 
nonftrated in vain; till he ſaw me with 
6 yVneſs, and heard me with reluctance. 
Striving to Juſtify himſelf, he uſually 
oncl ded, when every argument failed, 
hat he was yet young, and not likely 


perform all thoſe. duties, and prepare 
tor that Futurity. which he could not but 
acknowledge it was wile Doe 1 
nec to prepare fo. 
79 8 my Melon, how are thy: vain 
hopes fruſtrated! Cut off in the full 
x Hlallom of all thy expectations, in the 
flower of life, thy carthly* deſigns all a- 
t N f bortive; 


ſoon to die; and would in retirement 
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5 Sa thy beloved wife and; dear 
Children left to ſtruggle with lonelineſs, 
- Aonow, and difficulties; and thy ſoul, 
© thy immortal ſoul, gone to meet its 
God and its Seer! The God who 
created; the Saviour who died to re- 
ddeem it. The God whom it never de- u 
ſired to ſerve or to love; the Saviour I a 
© Whoſe mercies it never implored, except, I o 
perhaps, at the laſt ſad moment; and It 
=M whoſe wonderful loving-kindneſs had nod 
charms to engage it to becken and 1 

Be _ „ 
> Kad Wine d of d 8e 10 Pit 
1 Is be the only dreamer amongſt the 
many thouſands who walk the walks of 
F.  * — mortality?” would to Heaven he were! 
B or would to Heaven his haplefs example 
might be hung out as a beacon to warn 
BY . others, and prove effectual to awaken 
by on Gee of nn 1 W their 
9925 en LINN N 
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Ar fleep of death, i thundering i in | their & ears 


1s, ¶ this ſolemn admonition, © 
ul, + Whatart thou ſeeking, child fe eek 


its nity, what art thou ſeeking with ſuch | 
ho reſtleſs: afiduity? Look up and behold - 
re- il the heavens, where dwells the Judge of 


je- the world! Formed by his hand, thou 
ur art placed a while, ſhort-liv'd probationer, 


pt, ¶ on his earth, and when he ſhall, give 
nd the tremendous ſummons, thou muſt, - 
no drop thy earthly body, and appear, oh, 


nd immortal foul, before his} udgment-ſeat 
I Eternity then awaits thee; eternity, as 

ar? thou haſt done good or en; eternity 
the bleſſed or miſerable ! Wilt hu then, 


God; ſet up thy ſtandard on earth; 
and think to fix thy dwelling here; Wan 
perhaps the breath of death may puff 
down all the phantaſtic caſtles raiſed by 
thy airy hopes Wilt thou forfeit e- 
ternal joys for the tranſitory things of 
a Wilt thou not be a man? act 
8 C 3 wiſely 3 


in the folly of thy heart, negle& thy 
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wiſely; chooſe ſoberly; keep immor- 
tality in view; and live every day as 


one Who knoweth that the next day, | 
: perchance,- he may be obliged to | ay "4 } 


ſide his pilgrim s weeds; leave the inn 
of this uncertain life; and enter gar a 
ſtate, which can never 5 changed, and 
| which ſhall never have: end 1 nit 
Whatſoever effect theſe Reflections 
may have on others, may they, oh my 
God, at leaſt, be imprinted on my own 
heart! never. may I fo live here, as to 
forget that #38 am m1 lire e. Th 
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$62" 4 voice from N * unto mes 5 
Write, From henceforth ble ed are the dead 
who' die in the Lord. Een fo ſaith the 
Spirit: for they reſt from their labours, and 
their works do fellow We Rev. xiv. 13. 


UCH was Nx Oo; Whole fad Fu- 

O neral obſequies Stfformed, and 

hoſe little infant baptized, I was ſoon 

eft alone to my ſolitary. walk in the 
hurch- yard; and being not much di. 
oſed to leave the ſolemn ſcene, | I de-: © © 
ermined to continue a while longer, and 
adulge the pleaſing ſobriety of melan- 
holy meditation. 


4 


> How various, how Wc er are 
Ine ſhafts of Dearth! They fly unerring 
o rom his quiver around us, and on fo 


hin a thread hangs human life, to ſo 
nany , accidents and diſaſters is human 
ife fubject, that one would rather mar- 


* 9 - 
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vel that we continue to live, than that 
we ſhould forget one moment that we 
are to die! Nothing can be more beau- 
tiful, nervous, and expreſſive, than the 
following fine AM an in our Teng d 
Service RN * 
1 Man that "ts % 970 Gem hath 
but a ſhort time to live, and is full of mi- 
fery! He cometh up, and is cut down like 
a flower; he fleeth as it were a e 
and never tontinueth in one Hay. 
In the midlt of life we are in ab. '0 
whom may we ſeek for ſuccour, but of 
thee, O' Lord, who for our fins art juſth 
a1ſpleaſed. . 
iet, O Lord God mt OY 0 Lord ms 
mighty, O holy and moſt merciful Savigur 
deliver us mot mr the bitter Pains LA ler 
{ 


l 
l 


nal deatb. 


| Thou Eno Lord, the 3 of ou 
hearts : ſhut not thy merciful ears to our 
prayers: but ſpare us, Lord moſt. holy 
O God moſt mghy, 0 85 and merciful 


'* Saviour 


hat 
we 
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Saviour, thou moſt worthy judge eternal, 
uffer us not at our laſt ny for any oy 
of -death, to fall from th 5 

Were We 9 at once by this 
do&rine and the piety of this inconipa- 
rable prayer, there is no doubt but we 
ſhould make a better eſtimate of Life 
and of Death than is uſually done; 
ſhould ſet a leſs value on the one, and 


meet the other ih ee conn ey | 


conſtancy... 

For what is man, alt what is his 
ue that is Born f woman hath 
but a ſort dime o live, — ſhort indeed, 
ſuppoſe it to extend to the utmoſt lengtii 


of human exiſtence, even to fourſcore 


years. But alas! too commonly, ex- 
tent of life is but extent of ſorrow ; the 
time, though ſhort, is yet full of miſery. 
The natural and acquired evils, the evils 
unavoidable, and the evils brought on 
ourſelves by our own folly, vice; and im- 
prudence are many, are great. Our. beſt 
C9 Hoppe acſs 
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happineſs | is ſhort, precatious, and un- 
certain; he cometh. up, and 1s cut down 
like a flower; to-day we flouriſh in all 
te external accommodations of life, to- 
morrow the taſte can no more reliſn its 
delicacies, nor the ear be delighted with 
the melody of the viol; no more the 
tongue can chaunt with pleaſing harmo- 
ny; the eyes open no more on ſublunary 
ſcenes; the uſeleſs lids for ever. cloſed 
by the trembling hand of our weeping 
friends. As the ſhadow that departeth, 
that fleeth away, and its place is known 

no more, ſo we vaniſh fror the earth, 
and our memory is ſoon buried in total 
_ oblivion. To us little regard is paid any 
longer: ſtill our aſſociates, with their 
uſual gayety and ardor, purſpe their ſe- 
veral deſigns; ſtill, as before, the buſi- 
neſs of life goes briſkly on; the ſun 
ſhines as brightly; the earth blooms as 
gayly; the foreſts echo as ſweetly with 
the muſic of the winged choriſters; 
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and all things wear their accuſtomed 
form: while our neglected clay is moul- 
dering in the duſt, and ttodden over by 
many a Se e nes ne a 
Ty foot. 

Many a friendly foot ! —yes, even now 


while I wander in the. ſilence of the 


night, amidſt theſe lonely receptales ol 
the dead, how many graves are around. 
me, which contain the 'precious relics of 
neighbours and fellow-creatures, by my 
ſelf conſigned to their laſt earthly home! 
—wretched, wretched” home, had man 
no hope in his deati; were not the 
ſoul ſecure of immortality 3 ? were not 
the body lodged in the grave, as a faith- 
ful depoſit, hereafter to be raiſed to life 
and glory, by the Almighty Redeemet 5 
irreſiſtible trump. | 
That reflection ſooths all the n 
Ele extracts all the poiſon from the dart 
of death! What is that I read on yon- 
WF tomb on which the paſſing moon 
4 reflects 
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reflects her full light, as ſhe walks ma- 
| jeſtie in brightneſs through the ſkies, 
and makes her ſilver way through the 
dark and -mantling clouds Oh Death, 
wbere is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? The ſling of Death is fin, and 
the firength of fin is the Law----But, 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the vic- 
tory, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift— 
Theſe were the words, which laſt hung 
on the lips, and at his deſire are engra- 
ven on the tombof Osr1anDer, who died 
full of faith; a man whoſe death might 
well inſpire the wiſn— Let me die the 
death of the rightous, and let * latter 
end be like his! 
ONO Io! how unlike to thee was 
OsiAN DER: how unlike in life, how un- 
| like in death!—though the ſame tem- 
poral concerns, the fame worldly occu- 
pations were common to either. 
Happy in parents, who well knew the 
influence aps importance of religious 


Prince iples, 
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principles, Osi anDpeRr was early initiated 
and perfectly inſtructed, in the ſchool of 
Piety: abundantly did he verify the 
truth of the wiſe man's obſervation: for 
conducted, when young, into the happy 
1 truth, he never departed from 

His youth was amiably diſtinguiſhed 
by. the - moſt conſcientious: and tender 
regard to his parents; preſage of his 
future felicity; and his whole demeanor 


was tempered with the moſt e 


modeſty” and engaging reſpect. 
Kare felicity in Os Ax DER, heobtain'd 


a partner, formed with every qualifica- 
tion ſuitable to his own : it might well 
be ſaid of them, ſo ſimilar were their 
tempers, their u wa 9 ed 
une 3 1 2 
ee: 4 

- Tante But 3 WY in PCI 


Nowornider then Osi Ax DER was a pattern, 
as 05 filial, ſo of comugal affection. 
C 5 Peace 


34 Reise rtous on Dead. 5 
Peace and ſerenity ever welcomed him 
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to his houſe, and true ſatisfaction de- 


parted not from his happy dwelling. 


Hence he found no cauſe to ſearch a- 


broad for the felicity which multitudes 
cannot find at home; not dreamed of 
the tavern and the club, the place of 


merriment and diverſion, to drown the 


cares: he never knew, to ou the bliſs 
he continually enjoy d. 


_ Happy in ſo choice a companion, be 
was diligent to diſcharge, in the exacteſt 
degree the parental duty towards thoſe 


dear pledges: of his love, wherewith their 


faithful embraces were bleſt. And 
hence from their earlieſt youth he took 


; care to inſpire them with every ſentiment 


of true religion, and to bring them up 
he the. faith;and fear of that Almighty 
ather, a regard to whom, deeply rooted 


in the minds of children, is the moſt un- 


doubted ſecurity of their rent. to 


SOA parry 1 I 
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As the connections of Os1 anbaR: ne- 
ceſſarily rendered his family large, he was 
conſcientiouſly exact in the diſcharge ß 
his duty to his domeſtics and ſervants. 
Every man, he was wont to ſay, ſhould 
eſteem himſelf as a prieſt in his own-fa- 
mily; and be therefore careful ta in- 
ſtruet his dependents, as thoſe of whom 
he muſt one day givea ſolemn account 
And, © One reaſon he would often 449 5h 
he why men are generally ſo negligent of © 
eſt this important duty, is the ſad example 
oſe they ſet themſelves - an example Which 
elr ¶renders all precept ineffectual. Hence | 
nd Ihe was diligent to maintain that-prime 
ok pillar of domeſtic authority: he ſpoke. 4 
nt by his life as well as his words; and ne- . 
up Ever propoſed a duty to his family which - 
* Ethey did not ſee him practiſe himſelf. 
ed amily prayer was never omitted in his 
N- I nouſe. The Sabbath day was ane 8 
to Ffpent in trifling, viſiting, and folly 3 
much leſs in drunkenneſs and debauch- | 
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d his houſe, and true ſatisfaction de- 


parted not from his happy dwelling. 


- Hence he found no cauſe to ſearch a- 


broad for the felicity which multitudes 
cannot find at home; nor dreamed of 
the tavern and the Aub, the place of 
merriment and diverſion, to: drown the 
cares: he never knew, to give the bliſs 
he continually enjoy d. 
Happy in ſo choice a companion, be 


was diligent to diſcharge, i in the exacteſt 


degree the, parental duty towards thoſe 
dear pledges: of his love, wherewith their 
faithful embraces were bleſt. And 
hence from their earlieſt youth he took 
; care to inſpire them with every ſentiment 
of true religion, and to bring them up 
81 tlie faith and fear of that Almighty 
Father, a regard to whom, deeply rooted 
in the minds of children, is the moſt un- 
doubted 4 of their ee to 
en e 1 . 1 9 
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As the connections of OslAN DER ne- 


ceſſarily rendered his family large, he was | 
conſcientiouſly exact in the diſcharge of 


his duty to his domeſtics-and ſervants. 


Every man, he was wont to ſay, ſhould ' 
eſteem himſelf as a-prieſt in his own fa- 


mily; and be therefore careful ta in- 


ſtruet his dependents, as thoſe of whom 


he muſt one day givea ſolemn account, 


And, One reaſon he would often ſays 5; i; 
why men- are generally ſo negligent of SEN 


this important duty, is the ſad example. 
they ſet themſelves an example which 
renders all precept ineffe&tual.” Hence 
he was diligent to maintain that prime 
pillar of domeſtic authority: he ſpoke 
by his life as well as his words; and ne- 


ver propoſed a duty to his family which «| 
they did not ſee him practiſe himſelf. | 


F amily prayer was never omitted in his 
houſe. The Sabbath day was never 
ſpent in trifling, viſiting, and folly 3 
may leſs in drunkenneſs and debauch- 
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ery. Attended by as many of his fa- 
mily as was convenient, he himlſelf- led 
the way to his church, bortMorning 
and afternoon ; and the evening of that 
bleſſed day was ever fpentin catechi- 
fing and inſtructing the younger; in 
reading ſome uſeful diſcourſe to the 
more advanced part of his houſhold.— 
Never abſtaining from the hallowed ta- 
bie of the Lord, he was earneſt always 
in preſſing that important duty: and 
few who lived with him were long ſtran- 
Sem to that heavenly banquet. 
Thusexemplary at home, he was no leſs 
eſteemed abroad: his punctuality honeſ- 
ty, and worth, were univerſally commend- 
ed; and though ſome of freer principles 
would fometimes be apt to ſneer at his 
preciſeneſs (as they termed it, ) yet no 
man maintained a more univerſal credit, 
purſued his temporal bufineſs with more 
becoming alacrity, or by the bleſſing 
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fa- 1 God, flouriſhed more in alllefirnblc 5 
led e 1 

ing It pleaſed the "Srv Diſpoſer * 
hat al things to give him a long Krege 
hi- of his approaching diſſolution, by means 
in of a lingering and conſumptive illneſs. 
the Shall I ever forget with what delight 
— 9 1 heard him 3 his high hopes, 
ta- when, coming in by accident, I found 
ys WM him, with his beloved wife by his fide; 
nd pale and emaciated; he fat in the chair 


of ſickneſs, his hand- tenderly claſping 
hers, and his eyes fixed upon her: 
eſs while ſhe, with ſoft affection, e to 
e- conceal her heart- felt diſtreſs, and the 
d- tear, unpermitted to come forth, ſtood 
les trembling | in her eye.“ I was endea- 
his vouring, dear Sir, ſaid he, to reconcile 
no my life's loved companion to the ſtroke 
it, which fhortly muſt ſeparate. us—ſeparate 
re for a while—ſeparate, bleſſed be the 
g Lord of life, only to meet that we may 
of fl neyer more part.— But, alas! fo frail is 
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human nature, ſo weak is human faith, 
ſo attached are we to this poor crazy 
priſon, that we cannot, we cannot be 
" triumphant, —we ſink and gore: upon 
A to the laſt “T 
Affection like your 's, faid I, fo long 
hel: and fo tender, cannot be ſuppoſed 
to part without pangs: nor ſhould we. 
think ourſelves the worſe Chriſtians, be- 


cauſe we feel the moſt ſenſibly as Men. 


35 ” Ohno, ſaid he, I have never thought 
the fineſt feelings of humanity inconfiſt- 


ent with the moſt elevated degree of 
Chriſtian virtue but, methinks, when 


aà pair have lived, (as thanks be to God) 
my deareſt wife and myſelf have con- 


ſtantly endeavoured. to do with a per- 
petual prof} pect to a future ſcene, and an 


bours is at hand, when we are about to 


earneſt, though very imperfe& labour to 


walk worthy our high ealling and hope; 3. 


—it ſhould be matter of the nobleſt joy 
when the conſummation of all our la- 
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drop the veil of fleſh, and to enter on 
the fruition of everlaſting peace. Sure- 
ly. this ſhould dry up all our tears, and 
cauſe us to rejoice on behalf of the friend 
who 1s about—not to die, but to live; 
not to Joſe life, but to enjoy it For my- 
ſelf L have no more doubt of immorta- 
lity, nor (let me ſpeak it with due hu- 
mility) of my own - felicity with God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, than I have of my 
preſent: exiſtence. All nature, and the 
5 57 voice of the wiſe in every age 
proclaims; the great doctrine: but the 
Chriſtian Religion hath diſplayed it in 
ſuch full light, ſo diſpelled every cloud, 
ſo removed every ſcruple, that it would 
be the greateſt indignity to the bleſſed 
Author of it, either to doubt a future 
and eternal exiſtence, or to doubt an e- 
ternal and happy one through the faith 1 
5 that is in him. Infidelity appears to me 
of all fans the moſt monſtrous, after 2 
choſe various declarations. which God "oof 
x { * N 9 5 hath : 
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hath made to en and confirm our 


We were: | lv at hs de 
warmth with which he uttered theſe 
words: his wife burſt into a flood of 


tears; tears of mingled joy and ſadneſs; 
who could refrain? We fat lent le 
at length went on. 


Vet let me not be thought dp 


tuous: I know the utter abhorrence of 
God to the leaſt ſpark of  ſelf-depen- 
dance; I know the abſolute contrariety 


of pride to the true intereſt of a fallen 
creature: Iam nothing: Thave nothing: 


1 can do nothing: to the glory of his 


grace be all I have ever done, be all 1 


ever hope! But there is ſuch an e xhauſt- 


leſs fund of unexampled mercy and love 


in the great Saviour of mankind, ſo won- 


derful are his doings, fo paſſing all com- 
prehenſion his tender regards for the chil- 


: dren of men, that I dare: not diſpute his 
rich offers; that I dare not heſitate in the 
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embracing his full promiſes! Oh, Sir, I / 


can ſay, with the utmoſt ſincerity, that 
the reflection on his mercies is my ſole 
and unſpeakable. comfort; and in his 
love I already taſte ſomething of the bliſs 
expect. Influenced by that love, and 
by a ſincere (though alas moſt weak) 
faith in him, I have laboured diligently 


to act in conformity to his will: and 


though conſcious of a thouſand and ten 
thouſand infirmittes, though in my beſt 
ſervices utterly unprofitable, though in 
all lefs than the leaſt of his mercies, 
yet I have an unſhaken confidence in 
his all-ſufficient merits, and fully re- 
lying upon them, I commit my ſoul to 
him, with all the ſatisfaction and ſere- 


nity of calm and wel-grounded hope.— 
He is a rock that can never fail us: the 


croſs of Chriſt promiſeth the ſinner every 
thing which W can preſume to 
aſk. 7 


1 Much 
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Much more paſſed between us, ſome 
chings far too tender to be committed 
to paper; and it will not be any wonder 
to the ſerious reader to be told, that a 
ſickneſs of ſome weeks was borne by a 
man of ſuch faith, with all the chearful 


reſignation and conſummate patience 


which are peculiar to the true Chriſtian. 
Nothing would be more inſtructive, 
perhaps, than many of the diſcourſes 
which he held with his friends, during 
the ſcene of trial. A few hours before 
he died, he took a ſolemn leave of his 
wife and children, to whom he had de- 
hvered at large his dying advice—and 
perfectly ſenſible of his approaching diſ- 
ſolution ; ſome minutes before he ex- 
pired- he was heard to ſay, O Dear}, 
where is thy fling 1 O grave, where is 100 
viclory ! the Hing of Death is fin, and 


the ftrength of ſin is the Law, — but th anks 


be to God, who giveth us the victory, 


through our Lord Jef us Chrift.” And 


having 
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Are not teu neu i York eee _ 
one of them ſhall not fall to. the ground without 
Jour Father® But the very bairs of your bead 

are all numbered. Fear ye mt, therefore, ye 
are of 'mare value than n e Mat- 
thew x. 29, C. 

Leave thy fatherleſs children, I avill preſerve aha 
alive, and let thy widows 4 01 in Me. flea 

| _ wind Alix. 11. 
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Few. paſſions are more Ay im- 

planted in the human mind, than 
the love of our offspring; to be devoid 
of which degrades the buman, far beneath 
the irrational creature; through every 


ſpecies of which the wonderful influence -_ 


of parental forge is diſcernible. The 


wiſdom of the great Creator is immedi- 


a ately 
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ately obvious in this gracious proviſion 


. abuſed; and the honourable claim of pa- 


an unworthy and mean attachment to 


they conceive that the ſpring of their 
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for the helpleſs young; and it is certain 
that this power ful affection in the hu- 
man ſpecies, may be rendered produc- 
tive of the moſt excellent effects. 

Too commonly, indeed, it is groſly 


rental regard is made the ꝑretence for 


the purſuits of the world, and the love 
of this life. Many men cheat them/elves 
under this ſpecious delufion ; and while 


actions, and the cauſe of their ſingular 
attention to earthly deſires, is the lauda- 
ble purpoſe of providing for their fami- 
lies; they are, the mean while, but fol- 
lowing the bent of their own inclinati- 


ons, and treading in a track which they 
would continue to tread, were they not 


influenced at all by the motive which 
they fancy | engages them in it. Fre- 


18 quent experience hath manifeſted this; 


\ but 
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n but it was never ſeen” more (evidently, | 
n perhaps, than in the caſe of Av ARO; who 
1- WF lived only for his children, as he con- 
- ſtantly avowed, and on that account de- 
nied himſelf every reaſonable gratifica- 
yon; when as if it were, to falſify thoſe 
a- pretences, as well as to awaken kim), © 
or if poſſible, to a more rational con- 
to duct, the Sovereign of Heaven deprived 
ve him of his children in a ſhort compaſs. 
es of time; and lo, he remains the fame $ 
le I groveling earth-worm, though he hath 
ir none to ſliare that inheritance, which he 
ar WW purchaſes at the price of his ſoul 
a- If any truth be fully revealed in the 
i- fſacred oracles, if any hath the ſanction of 
dhe ſoundeſt reaſon, it is the belief of a 
ti- W wiſe, good, and ſuperintending Provi- 
ey IM dence, of an univerſal Father, who ten- 
ot derly watcheth over, and graciouſly car- 
ch eth for the concerns of © thoſe beings 
e- whom himſelf hath created, and placed 
s; in ee ſeveral ſtations upon earth; 4 
ut 47 trum 
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truth of an aſpect the moſt benign; | 
of an influence the moſt important to all 
the affairs of men: to forget and diſre- 
gard which leads to all the folly of ſelf- 


- 4 95 all the madneſs of ſelf · depen- 


dance, all the bitter anxiety of ſelf cor- 
- roding care: to remember, and live un- 


A der the conſtant. perſuaſion of which in- 


duces all the ſweetneſs of a ſerene con- 
ſcience, all the fortitude of a reſigned 
foul, an lr euren _ an nun 
bere fl 


And to . were we 21 toute by the 


* rules of right reaſon, or religion, that 
- parental affection which is ſo univerſal 
and amiable, muſt naturally bend every 
parent: whom, if no wi conſidera- 
tion were ſufficient to perſuade to the 


practice of Religion, and to a depen- 


dance upon the Deity; the reflection of 


its infinite moment to their offspring, 


and of the unſpeakable value of the di- 
- vine r ſhould powerfully incline 


there to. 
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hereto. For there is no patrimony like 
he divine protection, and no frien 
ſo ſtable as the friendſhip of He 
he former can never be exhauſted, ne- 
er be alienated; the latter will never 
ail or forſake us: no change of circum + 
ances will change its fidelity: nay, 
uch unlike the friendſhip of the world, 
n the black day of adverſity itwill ſmile 
ys moſt ſweetneſs and affection upon 
Our earthly ſchemes, - in behalf of 
dur r children, may prove unſucceſsful, - _ 
ind be blaſted by the finger of diſap- 
ointment : our labours may end in vex- 
tion, and all our attempts be inſufficient 
o ſecure. the fortune we wiſh: or do 
e ſecure it; the patrimony we have 
gained, at the expence of ſo much care 
ind anxiety, nay. perhaps at the high 
Trice even of felicity eternal, may be em- 
ezzled by the faithleſs guardian; de- 
oured by the litigious lawyer; or 
ah nn away by the A 
t 
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thrift heir; whom our induſtry has ca- 
puacitated to ſink into the foul ſewers of 
iclleneſs, vice and ſloth; and deprived 
at once of the comforts of this life, and 
the hopes of a better, by ſupplying him 
with the means to be iniquitous; when 
perhaps without them he had been led 
to careful induſtry, to ſobriety, and all 
te bleſſed fruits of a rational demean- 

Tas... „ 
Let it not be concluded from hence, 
that we would condemn that proper care 
for the ſubſiſtence of a family, which all 
nations have judged neceſlary and be- 
coming. We mean only to decry that 
abſurd, but too common practice, of liv- 
ing merely to lay up wealth for thoſe 
Who ſhall ſurvive us; without taking 
care to ſecure the favour of Providence, 
without looking at all to the great ſu- 
perintendant of human affairs, who 
laughs, with uſt contempt, at the ſpider- 
. which men of this character ſo in- 
ns | | ET 


— 


chews — without hope in their death; | 
they-are unable camly to lay their dy- 
ing heads on their pillow,” or to com- 
mend, with humble, but confident faith, 
their weeping widow and orphans to the 
heavenly Huſband,” hn the ber, | 
Fatbur. EIFS 2% 64 BY 

Of theſe, "inde: Feng never 
thotght, and thetefore could deriye no 
comfort to himſelf, could adminiſter no 
comfort to his wife and his clüldren, 
from the ſolid expectation of the 55 
therly care of Omnipotence. This ten 
dered his death doubly. dreadful : 
v- if the contrary view ſoothed every ſorrow, 
fe and cheared every gloom before the face 
ng of the "departing /Os1anpzk. He be- 
ce, if held his wife and his children with an 
1- Jeye of gladnefs, as the peculiar care of 
the Haber of the Fatherlefs, and the Hue 
band of the Widow - and to that care Say 
ke * them with'a z chearful hope 
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þ 40 all the conternpt of pe- 


Aaniet) bad been allotted e eternal con- 


43 tion, f. r ne vile Yue 


5 2 
4 


and peaceful. aequieſcence. Nu oorb 
ſaw; his family. with the eye ol diſtrac- 
tion, » the prey of poverty, and the 
ſport t of an n Unaccuſ- 


tome 10 eſtimate; worth by any other 
 Randard than that of earghly-aceiiitions, 
be conlidered aber, as unavoidably/ mi- 


e and leaving chem upprovided 


= and all the, painful pity of diſtreſs! 
uch was the iſſue of his anxious ſo- 


Ueitude for tecporal r, 
For thy family, if Toms. portion: of thy 


Sens z then had thou died in the pleaſ- 
ing reflection, void of 

5 to thy So ines 8 Ko gn 

going. EN 10 om t as Ha- 

er, ho watcheth with-peculian aten - 
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eſpecially when conſigned by the 


faithful parent to his ſecure protection: 


and who'is' equally able to fave by ma- 


ny as by few to bleſs where there 18 
little, as well as where thete is much: 
o bleſs with the mo fühlten bleſs 


conſeience which bſtoiy —— 
ons, ſolid, ſechre, immoveable, that are 
denied frequetily, or {ought for in vain! 
by the difting Alten favourites of * 
orbiratt welt rorredundant power? :- 
Coönſcious hereof, OK ANDBR, dufing 
15 laſt ſicknieſs, was never deficient in 
pouring this heating balm into the bleed- 
inghelrtoFhislife's lov'deomp nion, a and 
ſofter friend.” $3 11 Mal S773 . 313-4. 
idee bdo, he was often welt 
to ſuy to her, is doubtleſs a ſtate of te 
AN diftreſs; lekt to weattier out all 


Mah 


See. the fine „ bees St. Chryſoftoar' = 


a in "his piece” on the Prieft 7 or: in the - 
re, ane” Vol. L p. . . b 
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wants the tender ſupport of the huſband; 
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Pineſs— Even where the affection ha 


ſincere, where long tried fidelity hath 


of 
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the ſtorms and tempeſts of a calamitous 
world, a poor dejected woman then moſt 


whoſe: loſs thoſe very wants more feel- 


ingly teach her. Not only every ſource 
of uſual ſatisfaction is dried up: not | 
only every allowable and life-chearing 


comfort is cut off : but the flood- gates 


nknown, unthought of before: which 
E memory of paſt felicities-mournfully 
enhanceth; the retroſpect of happineſs, 
once enjoyed, but now loſt, adding 
double weight to the woe which ſprings 


up unwelcome in the place of that Pat 


not been of the mot render fre: the 
lots of a huſband is a calamity ſeverely 
felt: but where it hath been juſt and 


much approved each to the other, there, 

my love, as the parting ' becomes more. 

gin ſo the, loſs is more ſenſibly felt. 
x Widowhood 
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Widowhood' is then an iron furnace in- 
deed, But to catch the alluſion, as the 
Son of God was ſeen in the furnace with 
the three faithfuł raeclites, preſerving 
them unhurt from the rage of the 
flames; fo will he be preſent, with pe- 
culiar protection, and ſnield with his fa- 
therly providence, the widow and her 


orphans: Leave thy fatherleſs children, | 


faith this kind God, I will preſerve them 
alte, and let thy ibidotus truſt in me 
This paſſage, I will freely confeſs to you, 
hath at all times given the greateſt cm- 
fort to my mind, and at the ſame time 
encouraged me to a chearful diſcharge 
of duty, and to perfect dependance or 
God; conſcious, that if I eould by any 
means ſecure the fatherly care of Omni- 
potence for' you, and my. dear children,. 
I need not be anxious for aught beſide; 

L have endeavoured to keep this point 
in view: and I can now eommend you 
to that care, with the moſt joyful and 


4192 D 3 * 


heart - felt delight. For the Lord will 


never leave you nor forſake you: He 


is emphatically ſtiled the father f tbe 


fFfurberleſt, anũ the buſbanief ib widow. 
A reflection which Turely: muſt make 


every tender parent, every affectionate 
huſband religious, and careful to obtain 
God's bleſſing, if really they love their 
children, if really they have a regard for 
their wives: For that God hath ſhewn, 
all through his bleſſed word, how near 
and dear to him are the intereſts of the 
widow and the orphan: He hath given 
peculiar laws, with much tenderneſs, re- 
ſpecting them: He hath urged, as the 
greateſt offence, the negle& and injury 
of them: He hath made it one of the 
characteriſtic parts of true and undefiled 
teligion, to viſit the Fathers and wi. 
dom in their affliction. Andas an em- 
blem of his ever full and flowing mercy 

towards them, the ſent his Prophet to 
one of them in ys diſtreſs, and 
By enriched 
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enriched her with a continual” "ſapply, | 
while want and famine were a- 
round: giving at once a proof and u fig- 
nificant token of his fatherly providence, 
and encreaſing mercies to the WWE 
trufteth in him. | 

For, my dear love, permit ile to ay, 
though T have ſcarce any need to ſay it 
to you, that theſe rich promiſes to wi- 
dows are not given indiſcriminately and 
under no conditions: it may be very 
poſſible to languiſh in all the wretched 
neſs of a widowed ſtate, and yet to en- 
joy none of che diſtinguiſhed cate f 
Heaven. St. Paal Ipeaks of thoſe who, 
are widows indeed ; which plainly imphes 
that ſome in a ſtate of widowhood may 
be far from the Divine notice. A WI. 
dow Tuleed, according to dim, is one, 
who trufteth in God, and comtinuerh in up- 
plications and prayer night and day; one; 
who is truly ſenſible of the afffictive hand 
of ; upon her; who endea- 

+ vours 
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vours to receive v ith meekneſs, ard to 


| a improve in reſignation by, the chaſtiſing 


ſtrokeʒ Who fixeth her ſouls deper dar ce 
upon the high and gracious. providence 
of her God, and laboureth, with all the 
fincerity of faith, and fervour of prayer, 
to caſt herſelf and all her concerns __ 
him, as knowing he careth for her. 

And as thus truſting in God, and con- 
tinuing in prayer, the widow ſhould be 
particularly grave, ſerious, and ſober in 
all her behaviour, dreſs and deportment: 
ſhe ſhould not forget that God hath been 
Pleaſed to cut off, if I may ſo ſay, the 
- ornament of her head, and 158 pride of 
her life; and therefore requireth a de- 
cent ſolemnity in all her carriage. If 


the loſs happens to a woman in earlier 


_ - life, ſhe hath need of more peculiar 
watchfulneſs againſt all the attacks of 
carnal enemies; and ſhould be cautious 
not to give the leaſt room for that re- 


proach, either of wantonneſs or calumny, 
which 
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which ſome are ſo ape: to e to Wi-- 


eren general. 


And ſhould ſhe, my; Joan. ths left ! in 
your. caſe, with a family around her, oh 
how much anxiety attends that neceſlary,, 
that important. charge; that moſt tender 
duty which. ſhe.oweth to them —I can--' 
not, indeed · I cannot ſpeak of this heavy 
burden: my heart is too full: and L 
have perfect Garizfaion] in your motherly; 
love to my dear children. But do not 
ſink mT the burthen, for God is with 
you: He will bleſs your;endeavours: he 
will ſupport you in every difficulty, — 
Leave thy fatherleſs. children to me; Iwill 
preſerve them alive, ſaith He: alive, tha 
is, in Grace; alius · to the only e 
the divine life, Alive to himſelf Oh! | 
ſweet and comfortable promiſe, let it 
always be your ſupport, : and reſt per-- 
fectly confident, that white you exert: 
your beſt, though feeble efforts, for your 
children, the father of the fatherleſs will 
0 AH: D * eee: 
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more than ſecond” you 
continue in prayer 10 0 for them and 
for yourſelf * and yon have a huſband 

Hind preferable to this poor 'periſh- 
ing mortal who is about t. leave you 
oy oy ny beloved: pretty orphans, have 
an.. = Oh! thou gracious farher, 
profes; protect, defend, both her and 
ben and when ry weeping eyes ſhall 
be' clofed in deach⸗ hen my ſupplica- 
ting tongue Thall be filent in duſt ; when 


my follicitous heart ſhall ceaſe to throb 


for chem! Oh be thou their hever- fall. 
ing, 'their © immortal buſband, father, 
Friend !their God and portion in this 
fe and in that'to come Oli may we 
meet, meet to part no more meet to 
praiſe and adore "thy exceeding lovin; 
Kinnefs, throughentlefs: ages in glbry. 
Thus ſpoke OstxN DER; and Happy 
that hufbard who thus, like bim, can 
pour the balm of divine conſplation into 
the heart of his afflited and lamenting 
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Still y Ph grim Death : c goin the rants 


ſpear. f 


Aud whence all luna, cum en ab! 
- B37 vn 

Winz it / poltble. . to avoid a ie 
ſtroke, or to eſcape the victori= 

ous arms of Death ; they wo uld have 
fonething to plead Tor. ler conduct, 


11 
? 279 ; Is 
. 


who Fly with all their power, the ſo- 
lemn reflection; who make 1 it the whole 
duſineſs of their ves to diſſipate the im: 
portant thought of that, for which they 


were created, and to which they are ihe- 
vitably doom d But as no human 
power can arreſt, even for one moment, 
the fatal dart; as every individual mult 
paſs this black and lamentable. flood; 
ſurely wiſdom dictates a ſerious and fre- 
quent attention to ſo intereſting a 1 9 
cern, and reaſon adviſes the moſt a 
gent ſurvey of this dreadful enl; 
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_ weimay learn to encounter it with cour 


rage, or at leaſt, to ſubmit to it without 
reluctance. Death, view'd with an haſty 
and trembling eye, appears in formida- 
ble terror, as the cruel blaſter of all hu- 

man hopes and joys; but Death view'd 
With an eye of faith, and contemplated 
with the coolneſs of rational deliberation, 
loſes. much of its terror, and isapproached. 
With no ſmall EEE of complacence 
and Peace 

"You tremble at the 8 of Death z > 
: come, draw near, and let us ſee what 
that is, which. thus alarms your quickeſt 
apprehenſions. Seen in the moſt fearful 


garb, Death is only the ranſomer of 
frail mortals from the priſon of a ſinful, 


"ag and corrupted frame; their de- 
_ hy 


erer from a tranſitory, and vexatious: - 


World; their introducer to an eternal 


and ch that we could always add—a 


Heſſed ſtate! But there, there alas, is the 
5 Sr this which Cloaths « Death i in 
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his terrors, and gives all its ſharpneſs to 
his ſting· Could wie be aſſured, had we. 
a rational and well grounded preſump- 
tion, that the departing ſoul ſhould enter 
on a by of felici ty, and be received into 
the boſom of its Saviour and its God ; 
we ſhould then univerſally lay down the 
load of mortality, not only without re- 
gret, but with triumpmn. 
Whence then comes it to n us 
50 longer lay the blame on deazh, for it is 
fairly exculpated—whence: comes. it to 
paſs, that we dare to live, without trea- 
ſuring up * this rationa, and well- 
grounded, preſumption, which the 
Chriſtian religion ſo copiouſly ſupplies, 
and which we are called upon to treaſure 
up by every motive of intereſt, of com- 
mon ſenſe, and of duty! if we neglect 
this, let us not pretend to quarrel with 
our fate, and to repine at the fearful- 
neſs of death; we ourſelves give all his 
tcarfulneſs to him, and from - ourſelves 


alone 


»e 
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alone proceeds the cauſe of our bittereſt 


| difquietude.” For God hach plaihly de- 
clared to us the irreverſible condition of 


dur nature. Our death is no Jeſs <er- 


tain than our exiſtence. He hath gra- 
ciouſly provided a fovereign and infalli- 
ble antidote againſt the fear of deach, in 
the victorious reſurrection of his Son. 
He hath informed us, that our bodies 
muſt return to duſt; that all our poſ- 
ſeſſions mult be left behind; and that a 
ſtate everlaſting and avalterible awaits us 
Au ſtate of bliſs with him, or of _ 
| with condemned ſpirits. 

If then, my ſoul, deaf to his ibn 
tions, and regardleſs of his mercies, thou 
ſhalt forget the condition of thy nature; 
pride thyfelf in the ' beauties of thy pre- 
fent body ; boaft thyſelf in the poſſeſ- 
fions of thy prefent ſtate; neglect to 
ſecure an intereſt in thy Savidur, by faith 
unfeigned, and obedience unreſerved— 
thine, and thine — will be the juſt 


con- 
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condemnation: nor can 'ſt chou wonder 
that the ſtroke of death, in this view, is 

horrible o thy apprehenſion; for it will 

ſeparate thee flom all thoa holdeſt dear, 

And it will cotivey thee to a region, dolo-— 

rous and un welcome, where thou haſt no 

treaſure, and oan ſt not have either hape 
or Hör. But remember, in this caſe, 

Demb deſerves no blame; for it is not 

Death which is terrible in ieſelf ; it is 

man, fooliſh man, who n it ſo, oy 

bis mercufable neg ledt. 

It is ftom * — riſes - the 10 of 

death; from eſtimauing too highly the 

things of this life, and from forgerting 

u che immutable condition annexed to every 
; mortal bleſſing. Hence ſprung all the 

-- miſtakes, and all the miſeries of the 

2 young, the lovely MisgL Ua; and all 

to the piercing pangs, nien tore tier a 

th wretched parents hearts. | | 

I MISEUL A was bleſt, ee eee 

iſt of 1 good eee 


- | ele- 
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neſs dwelt in her countenance zi the down f 
ol the ſwan was-rivalled by her ſkin; 
her ſhape was fanltleſs; -her-limbs- were BW 
finiſhed with the moſt beautiful ſymme- 4 
try, and her voice was muſical as the 
harmony of the lute. - She was taught 
from her cradle to value this fine perſon: 
and her fond and overweening parents i ,. 
fed: the foothing vanity with every food 
which their dotage could: ſupply. Her 
education was perfectly polite, adapted 
to ſet off the graces-of her frame, little 
calculated to expand or improve the 
more valuable beauties of tlie mind; 
Her taſte for dreſs was remarkably ele- 
gant, her manner of dancing particularly 
genteel; ſhe excelled much at cards, 
and few were happier in deviſing 
ſchemes, and engaging parties of plea · 
ſure. As her voice was charming in it- 
elf; ſo was it improved by art, and aided 
by the ſoft touches of. the guittar, which 


» 
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ſhe handled with inimitable grace; pre- 
ferring it to all other inſtruments, as the 
attitude in playing upon it, is moſt ad- 
vantageous for the: ee, 1 a ou * 
dy's gentility. 

She very early dave: her Sete a con- 
vineing proof of the miſtake they had 


made in her education, and of their un- 
4 happineſs in neglecting to inculcate the 
principles of religious duty and conſcien- 
1 WW tious virtue. For in her ſeventeenth 
0 year, ſhe married a young officer, of in- 
© Wl ferior rank, and no fortune, with the in- 
tire diſapprobation of her parents, nay, 
and in direct contradiction to their com- 


mands. The gaiety of his dreſs, and the 
charms of his perſon, captivated her 
heart; and unaccuſtomed to reaſon and 
S Wl think, ſhe broke through every obliga- 
tion to gratify her romantic paſſion. 
The blind and exceſhve fondneſs of 
her parents ſoon induced them to- paſs 
over this breach of duty, and to wel- 
come 
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eome their darling daughter and her 
huſband to their affectionate arms. Ac- 
cuſtomed from her cradle to a life of 
diſſipation and pleaſure, now that ſhe 
was free from all parental reſtraint, ſhe 


indulged the mad propenſity with Mill 
greater ardour. From one public place 


5 to another, during the ſummer, ſhe led 


her paſſive huſband ; during the winter 
they lived in all the fatiguing gaiety of 
town diverſions. A child was the iſſue 
of their marriage; but as the daughter 
had been before, ſo now the motber 
was ſwallowed up in the woman of plea- 
ſure: ſhe ſent the little infant to her pa- 
rents, regardleſs of its welfare, if ſhe 
could purſue her beloved gratifications, 
— The caſe was the ſame with a fecond 
produce of their conjugal endearments. 
She looked upon child: bearing as a ſevere 
tax paid by the fair ſex, and as an obſta- 
cle in their way to the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
delights, which alone have worth and 
reliſh 


my FYy wo” OW nn . cred Bond 


1 


+ 


oo * Au” wF 


FP Ra 


Repiremions on DzATH. 67 | 


reliſh in ad rer of a woman of 
faſhion.” . 

My ce witt not bees if 6 
kfe of this kind produced no ſmall diffi- 
culties in their ercumſtances., Her pa- 
rents, through not very affluent, readily 
contributed all they could: and ah! 
too fond fed ſoantily and dreſt meanly 
that their daughter might be clad in ſrur- 
let, and feaft in delicacy: It happened 
very opportunely, that her huſband, in 
the third year of their marriage, was 
called abroad to attend his regiment. 
Pleaſure was her paſſion; ſhe felt there- 
fore little regret at parting with him. 


Nor did ſhe: live, during los üben oe, oor 


like tie widowed wife, and ſeparated 
friend. She followed her diverſions 
with. redoubled aſſidurry; was the life 
of the ball, the delight of the men, the 
queen of jby. Hut her oonſtitution, ten- 
der and delicate, was nnequal to che 
toil ; * nocturnal reveries * 
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ed the roſe in her cheek; her laborious 

he of pleaſure induced a conſumprion, 

Beſides. chis, with declining health, her 

character became equivocal; (though 

in the ſenſe that word is commonly uſed: 

but the want of appearances: is often as ſet 

fatal to reputation, as even the want of . 

wrtue itſell. Fo exhilarate her ſpirits pla 

| ſhe had frequent recourſe to improper Nan 

means; to renovate her beauty, ſhe had 

conſtant recourſe to deſtructiveart. 

Her parents, who ſeldom ſaw hier,. 

ſaw her only for a few paſſing. moments, 

8 which ſne could ſometimes, though very 

rarely, ſteat from ket” engagements, to 

. dedicate to the children of her bowels, 

lde parents, whoſe only joy,” ſhe 

knew, was in her company.—Her pa- 

rents hearing of her deelining ſtate; 

intreated her to Some to them, and to 

uſe * . means for the aſs 
h 
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her health. She deign'd them no reply; 

but uſing what appeared to her the ne- 
eeſſary method, yet proſecuting at the 
fame time, her uſual courſe of pleaſure 
„a dead body almoſt in the bright ſcenes 
Jof revelry and joy, —ſhe at length was 
$ 
f 


ſeized with an acute diforde r, which in 

two days carried her off, in a ſtrange 
place; at a diſtance from her friends 
r and without a relation to cloſe her eys! 
A meſſenger was inſtantiy diſpatched 
to her parents; the parent only can 
gueſs at their anguiſn. The afflicted 
father flew: down to: the place of. her 
death with all poſſible ſpeed; and when 
he entered the houſe, where lay the dead 
body of his child, his only child, the 
hild of his ou Oh; give me m 
* ughter, he cried out, let me but ſee 
100 dear face, though ſhe is dead; lead 
e, lead me to my child ſhey a poor | 
dd man the ſad remains of all his hopes 
and e Dumb grief prevailed: 2 
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the miſtreſs; of the houſe conducted him 
to the door of the roam, where lay the 
pale and lifeleſs corpe. He threw him- 
ſelf, with unutterable diſtreſs, on the bed 
beſide is daughter, and bedewing her 
clay Gold face with tears, lay for fbme 
ume in alb te agony of filent ſorrow 
«Are we thus to meet, at length he 
burſt out, thus Oh my Küth, my 
chud, my daughter, are thoſe dear lips 
ever” ſealed im ſilence? Ah, all * 
white! and will gthoſe eyes;- which uſed 
to look upoh me wid ſueh joy never, 
„ never open more? One word, my <tuld, 
1 oh if it were but one wont Ah cruel 
1 and untind that I might not be allowed 
to watel the in thyiſiekueſs! hadſt thou 
bermntted mis to Attend, thy dear life 
had been faved—Alas; Why do rave, 
ſhe hears me vt pale, indeed; but 
ö boeh as erer: Al felt ancpreci 
Sus fand, ' marble"in- click, =P will 
+ never let "thee 80. Oh my Nich, mil 


child, 
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child, my only beloved —1 am undone, 
for thou art no more; oh that I had 
died with thee; would to God I might 
die this morgeny {+ My Kitty, my 
child, my daughter, my all E. Hete 
again he burſt into an agony. of tears, 
and betrayed all the ins of the moſt af- 
flicted grief. | 
ut it is unneceſſury to dwell ae i 
on this part of our tale; it will be more 
proper to make ſome remarks upon it: 
theſe, however, together with the very 
9 5 of . muſt 
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In tbem redeem your errors manifold 3 | . 
—-And by due d iſcipline and nurture ſage, 
Jn Virtues . decile fois engage. 
F ne s Poem on Education. 


you een a bleſling e inftthc- 
non! Mis ELLIA never heard the 
ſwxeetly perſuaſive lectures of wiſdom; 


| ſhe was never called to attend to the 


winning voice of Religion and Truth; 
and therefore, left to the blind con- 
duct of impetuous paſſions, ſhe was 
driven along, to every wave a ſcorn,” 


_ ſhe foundered and was loſt !—We do not 


pretend to ſay, that early inſtruction and 
virtue are ſo inſeparably connected as 
never to be divided: we do not ſay, 
that all who enjoy this advantage muſt 
go right; that all who enjoy it not, muit 
Anlallibly go wrong. This would be to 

contradie 
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and live—live everlaſtingly in another, 
happy or wretched, as we have perform- g 
ed our duty in this: Had theſe leſſons b 
of uſeful import been early and ſteadily I 
imprinted on her mind; moſt probably f. 
the miſerable parent had not wept, in ¶ ti 
ſuch anguiſn, over his more miſerable I jy 
daughter: moſt probably her hands © 
might have cloſed, with filial piety. a0 : 
aneh aged eyes! 8 
But ah me how en 45 we 

4 behold theſe important leſſons neglect- 
edi while fond and over- weaning pa- 
rents, like thoſe of -MisBLL a, cheat 
their little ones, even from infaney, into 
falſs opinions of themſelves ! The miſſ- 
takes ſo frequent and ſa fatal, in the e- 
ducatien of children, would amy lead 
one to prove the LC EMONDAN: pol. 
cy, which allowed not to parents the li- 
berty of educating their: own children; 

but committed this: moſti neneſſary buſi 
ngſs ta che care of AY an 


F accurate 
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accurate obſervation” of the conduct of 
parents, how few have yetf fallen within 


the obſervation” of the writer of” theſe. 


lines, who were tolerably. capacitated | 
for the taſ: Who had prudence and for- 
titude enough to conquer parental pre- 
judices; ; and to ſtand ſuperior to the 
ſoft foibles of melting affection! With: 
reſpe& to the gentler ſex, it is an evil too 


ty innocents-can liſp their pleaſing tales, 
they, are initiated into the ſchool of pride 
and ſhew ; taught to reverence dreſs e- 
ven to ſuperſtition; and to behold, with 
an eye of ſatisfaction, the glare of al- ... 
if- luring fmery!— The mind thus ently... 
e Wvitiared: ſtrongly retainstlie taſte; vans © 
ad Wity and modiſh oo engrofs'the while at 
li- Mtcntion ;- and ruin Half, or render tri. 
U- ang and inſipid, half, the female world. 
n; ¶ For it is a fact, Tappichend, ſcarcely to 
ſi- 
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notorious to be denied, that ere the pret- 


be eontroverted, Mat in the 1,wer order 
an pf life, more worten are ſedi uced into. 
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proſtitution, through their love of dreſs, 
than through their love of vice: and in 
the higher, we know, to what lengths 
an attachment, to this dee p-rooted foi- 
5 ble! is carried ! ! 


With ſuch principles, ſtrongly Im- 


preſſed, how can we expect to find in 


t 


the fair one, | the endearing and ſen- 
ſible companion ,—Teplete, 'as Milton 

_ phraſes it wich all good, wherein 

cConſiſts ot 

Woman's hah Jonor, and thief 11 a 
How can we expect it ?—while, a he 
goes on, they are — 

Bred only aud compleated to RY 4 

Of tft ful appetence; to dance, to fing. 
. Jo dreſs, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye a 
Let it not be ſaid, that the writer is ſe- 
vere; he vgul. only. wiſn to hold out a 
friendly warning, againſt an evil deſtruc- 
tive tothe tender and affectionate parent; 
upon whom it lies to give to the female 
elegance its greateſt merit: ne 
* o Far, left zi. Men 
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 rreats the inconſiderate and the fond to 
contemplate the half⸗diſtracted father 
weeping over the e corſe ol his 
Mifella, 7 

And wouldſt thou, oh reader, viſk 
thy beloved offspring a better fate; 
wouldſt thou wiſtr never to ſhare in the 
horrors of ſo ſad a diſtreſs ? let it be 
thy chief ſtudy early and diligently to 
inform with true wiſdom, the young, 
the waxen macht attentiye to we poet 85 
remark > _ 

Children like tender ors tak e We bow, . 

And as they firſt are faſbiin'd, DA eh 
_ Senſible of this capital truth, the pa- 
rents of the amiable Puleberia omit- 
ted noopportunity to cultivate her mind, 
and early to lead her into the pure and 
peaceful paths of ' ſacred wiſdom. She 
was not inferior in perſon to Miſella; 
but in conduct how ſuperior, in death how | 
different! As IL have not had the happi- 
| * to converſe with many, from whom 
1 8 . I have, 
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, 1 have reaped greater improvement, or 
| received. more delight ; 3,45 I _have,never 
attended a.death-bed, With more profit, 
© and edification, than that of the ever- 
valyed.. Pulcheria ,..jit hath frequently 
| mage me curious to learn from her pa- 
rents the method they purſued in her 
education And one day ſitting, with her 
excellent father, I took the liberty to 
hint my deſire— I Know, fir, (ſaid I) 
| you are above the vulgar. prejudices ; 
and have fo juſt a ſenſe of the divine 
viſdom and goodneſs in removing your 
daughter from this ſtate of Probation to 
a realm of glory; that the ſubject is ra- 
ther pleaſing, than painful to you. Tou 
know my high opinion of her virtues ; 
tell 5 what particular ſteps you: took, 
in her early days, to lay the foundation of 
that noble ſtructure, which fſie reared?” 
* Tou judge rightly, ſir, ſaid the good 
old man; it is pleaſing to me to think 
and to talk of my daughter, whom I re- 


4-1 


3 Divien, 3 ; 


flect upon with the moſt heati- felt com- 
-placence, as having ſoon run her com- 
pleat circle of virtues here; as having 
ſpeedily finifhed her courſe, and entered 
ſo early on ther everlaſting reward. 
Praiſed be God, for giving me ſuch a 
child; praiſed be Ged, for vouchfafing 
to me the ſight of ſo triumphant a death; 
praiſed be God, for placing before me 
ſuch an example. Forgive the involun- 
tary tear I cannot on this occaſion 
with-hold it; the rememberance of my 
dear angel ſo affects and raviſhes me: 
ch hen will the hour eome, that I Hall 
onoe more ſee her- en ,˖ more meet her 
for ever to enjoy her lovely converſe--- 
meet her Dear ſir, excuſe me, the plea- 
ing hope ber aut acyl me; excuſe the 


R 
* The ſpeaker perhaps had the bet cele- / 
rated lines of Waller in vie ß. 


Circles are prais d, not that odd WW 
In largeneſs, but th' exactly round 
e- So life we praiſe, that doth excel, 

C 3 Not in much time, but acting well. 


4 25 parent by excuſe the man We ſate ſi· 
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lent a few minutes; ſome natural tears 
ve mutually dropt but wiped them 

ſoon; when my worthy friend proceeded. 
Iwill ſatisfy your deſire: I did indeed 
lay down ſome few rules, reſpecting the 


5 . ee of my child; and they were 


invariably regarded: I will tell you the 
moſt material of them. Attribute it 
to the weakneſs of an old man's memo- 
ry, if I am not eee ſo perfect 1 in 
them as I wiſh. 

In care, reproof, iron. and en- 


couragement, my wife and myſelf (as all 


parents ſhould) reſolved to act, and ever 

acted, in perfect concert. We early 
taught our child implicit ſubmiſſion to 
ourſelves, aſſured, that otherwiſe we 


ſhould be able to teach her nothing. 
It was our care to remove all bad ex- 
amples, far as poſſible from her ſight ; 
and in conſequence to be cautious in 


our choice of domeſties— We endea- 


voured a 
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a always, to underſtand = : 
ſelves, what we wiſhed our child to un- 
derſtand; to be ourſelves, what” we 
would have het be; to ourſelves, 
what we would have her practiſe; as 
knowing that parents are the — — 
models, upon which children form their 
tempers and behaviour. We laboured 
gradually and pleaſingly to infuſe into the 
mind the d5 amt and moſt affecting no- 
ti tons of *< God; his: univerfal- preſence; 
almighty: power; his goodneſs; truth: 
and over ruling providence; his regard 
to pious men, andi attention to their 
prayers; Theſe things we imprinted up- 
on the tender ſpirit, and fixed them by 
thoſe ſtriking examples, wherewith the 
ſacred writings abound. We tock care, 
that ſhe ſhould frequently hear conver- 

* Such N as thoſe of Noah, Abraham, 
Toſeph, &c. the paſlage of the Maelites through . 


the Red Sea the miracles in the wilderneſs ; the 
e of Daniel and of the three Aae 


toe the furnace—The miracles of Chrift ; of 
e Oc. ä N 
EF ( ſation 
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1 ſeious and -beayenly füh- 


caught much of à religious and proper 
ſpirit. Few people are ſenſible of: che 
advantage derived to children from . ſuit- 
able and ſerious ohverſatian. lt Was 
our moſt earneſt ſtudy, eurly to ew her 
de vanity of the werld: the frailty of 
ahe body ; the corruption of our fallen 
nature; the dignity and infinite worth of 
the /au/;. and to make her acquainted, 
33 — with what God hath 
done for that foul ; to ſet before her all 
the riches and mercy: of redemption.— 


We donſtantly inculcated upon her this 


important truth, that ſhe Was mt crea- 
ted to live here helouu, hut in tlie glo- 
rious and eternal world above; and that 
he was placed here only to have her 
virtue tried and exeꝛciſed, that ſhe might 
de made fit co livo for evot in heaven. 
"+ Are therefore; my dear, Fo fee}! [6 


J "uſed 


* 
res N 


0 


Jects, to hich ſhe uſed o attend as 
matters of curioſitys and from which ſhe 


eternity is your life.” But pardon me, 


edt eve) that ther 
for pride in your perſon, or vanity in any 


external endowments: For your body is 


the workmanſhip of the great God; you 
cannot make one hair of your head white 
or black; and your body! is but the pri- 
fon, I | may fo ſay of your nobler part, 


which is immortal, and muſt ſhare in 


the rewards or puniſhments of futurity 
vhile your body will moulder in corrup- 
tion, and become ſo odious, that your 
neareſt and deareſt friends cannot ap- 
proach it Remember, yu have fe- 
ceived all you are and all you have from 
God; therefore never preſume to aſſign 
any merit to yourſelf; nor eſtimate any 
thing here below, at töo high a rate: 
for this life you perceive is only a ſtate 
of trial, and ef conſequenee unwortiiy 


our too fond attachment. Heaven is 


your home; God is your father; and 


1 — 4 ee 1 8 


84 RxrLxc ions oN Dari 


| right prating·— 
Satisfied that all 2 ſtands. or 
falls with the breach of the Sabbath, 
we habituated our dear child 8 
infancy, . to ſanctify that ſacred day: to 
eſteem, highly. the I of God ; to ie 
verence his ordinances, and to reſpect 
his. miniſters. And we were eſpecially 
careful, that with all religious inſtrue- 
tion (you know 2 own ſentiments) ſhe 
7 5 umbibe a ſpirit of univerſal can- 
goodneſs, and charity: as far from 
the wildneſs of enthuſiaſm, as from the 
narrowneſs of ſuperſtition and bigotry.— 
We always addreſſed her underſtanding, 
and treated her as a rational * creature: 
we encouraged. her enquiries, and uſed 
ee to think nee. 


3 | We 
* We fanpoke, that bs hs 83 


means to expreſs his diſapprobation of the imple me- 


thod, in which we gnorant nurſes, (we would not 
a parents;)treatchildren;asifthey imaginedthen 
mere bitle animals, * with rationality. 


like an old man indeed, fll into down». 
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We repreſented vicr in its true co- 


lours, which are the moſt odious, and 


virtue in her proper form of beauty and | 
lovelineſs. We were eſpecially diligent 


to give her a deep ſenſe of truth and in- 
tegrity; and an abhorrence of all man- 


ner of falſhood fraud, craft, ſubterfuge, 


and diſſimulation, as baſe, di ſhonoura- 


ble, and highly diſpleaſing to the Alb- 
wie. . Aſſured that we could not che- 


riſh veracity. too much, we: never were 


ſevere for any fault ſhe ingenuouſly ac 
knowledged; but always; while we 
ſtrove. to convince her of the wrong ſhe 
had done; we: honoured: and commended 
her for the truth ſhe had ſpoken.—Con- 


vinced of the countleſs eviis which at- 


tend the female ſex from their paſſion 
for dreſs. and ſhew, we endeavoured all 


in our power te give her a low, that is 
a ue opinion of theſe things; and 


though ſhe always wore ſuch apparel in 
her younger days as became her rank 
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and Ration, yet we nover deczived her 
into a wrong opinion of "herſelf by gau- 
dy, external ornaments—Tf we had, 
ho could we have excuſed ourſelves? 
— Whenever we obſerved any thing 
_ -tending:to a bold; pert, or forward \be- 
_ Haviour, (though bleſſed. be God, there 


was even from her infancy little appear- 
ance of this—the ſeemed to he born 


meek and humble) yet if ever we ob- 


ſerved this it Vas checked immediately: 

we knew that it might grow up into a 
flippant pertneſs, or a diſſolute inſolence. 
From many examples before us; we 
ſaw the misfortune of ſuffering children 


to be men and women too ſoon; for chil- 


dren are, by no means, fit to govern 
themſelves, or to direct others: we a- 
voidedi this dangerous rock. —800n as 


ſhe was able to apply to the buſinefs of 


inſtruction, we inured her to diligence 
and cloſe application, yet not fo cloſe 
2 to mar Her of W amuſement 


and 
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f and exerciſe as were proper to preſerve 


8 heatfulnels, \ Nyacitys and health. And 


you, who knew her, (good. Sir) and her 


many. e 7 do; Llank Ne: 


5 mh 7 4a 4% 


-I had ee to obſerve, that we. 
taught her moſt aſſiduouſly the duty of 


bumanity ; for e taught. her to re 
verende the hürnan nature even in the 
loweſt; we ſuffered her not to treat any 
with contempt; but to ſhew all | poſſible 
acts of tenderneſs and charity, cheriſh-- 
ing with all our might a ſpirit of mo- 
. and gentleneſs, of be benevolence 
ar 109, even to inſects and ani 
mals: from an allowed and wanton' ern 
elty' to which, children often receive a 
ORIEL an nn eee 35 
-alatgh 4) Ns FL, G48 ©, Of 9 
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And the fruits were qual t to . 
| We bovely plant well repaid. all 
our care and tendanice. . 

To ſhew that this was not merely che 
irt of Parental partiality, let us pro- 
ceed to take a. view, in our next Cha p- 
ter of the arable. Tale, 7 her 
lie and death... 4 14: 


HAP. VII. 


l Err is KP lt hey is wainy . 


woman © that' feareth the e 3 be 
. he -XXXi. Io" 15 


U R any are \ 55 to a 
parents who carefully train up 
their children in the paths of Wiſdom 
and Virtue; that they may be enabled 
to diſcharge every cel duty with pro- 
priety. And as ſo much of the comfort 
and peace of human life depends upon 
the fair ſex; we are doubly indebted to 


thoſe who early inform their tender 
minds; and deliver into the hands of 
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the huſband not only the lovely miſtreſs, 
but the endearing companion, and heart- 


approved friend. This was the con- 
ſtant, and the ſucceſsful endeavour of 


the parents of PuLcuerra ; ſome of 
| whoſe rules in the echicativn of their 


| child, were delivered i in the foregoing 


Chapter. 
An education 'Y wiſe 2 el 


could ſcarce be ſuppoſed to have failed 


of the deſired effect. The modeſty, un- 
derſtanding, and elegance of Pol che- 
RIA Were generally obſerved, and the 
charms of her perſon, though of the 


firſt rate, were always eclipſed by the 
ſuperior beauties of her mind. She was 
ſenſible, but not aſſuming; humble, dut 
not mean; familiar, but not loquacious; 
religious, but not gloomy. The ten- 
derneſs and delicacy of her ſentiments 
peculiarly recommended her; and that 


[veet temper which never ſuffered her 


to indigo the malevolence of cenſure, 
| rendered 
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rendered her the object of univerſal ef- 
teem. I ſpeak not of her accidental ac- 
quirements, her-ſkilt in muſic, her taſte 
for painting, c. nor of her domeſtick 
knowledge: ſuffioe it to ſay, ſhe was 
well accompliſhed i in theſe, and in every 
improvement which her parents could 
ſupply, or ſhe could make. : 
The happy Ben vol. to, with the per- 
fect approbation of her parents, received 
this rich treaſure to his embraces, and 
called the lovely Pol cHRRI A his, in her 
twenty firſt year. He was the object of 
her choice and his acknowledged worth 
Well zuſtifled her heart's attachment to 
him. The fruits of her parents care 
were now abundantly manifeſted; Benvs- 
lio thought and juſtly'thought—- his lot 
Peculiarly bleſſed, in a wife of fo refin- 
Ed and elegant a diſpoſition. Their fe- 
licity was conſummate, as the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt undiſſembled affection can pro- 
en 1 1 Pleaſures were mutual 
and 
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| and: of /eparate ſatisfactions, happy 
pair they had not the leaſt idea! 


Her ſervants could never be F | 
nough. in her. praiſes ;. for ſhe treated 
them always with the moſt amiable hu- 


manity: **ſhe.confidered them, ſhe uſed 
to ſay, as as fellow- creatures, placed in- 


deed in an inferior ſtation; but not on 
that account the leſs acceptable in the 
ſight of God. Nay, if we remembered, 


(ſhe would obſerve) who it was that for 
our ſakes took upon him the form of 


fervant, we ſhould certainly treat aur do- 


meſtics with becoming gentleneſs. Be- 


fides, . ſhe would go on, it appears to 
me an office of common humanity, to 


render a ſtate of ſervitude. and depen- 
dance as light and pleaſing as poſſible: 

for While we, by the bounty of Heaven, 
enjoy ſuch ſuperior bleſſings, ſhall we 
not, in gratitude, do all. in our power to 
bleſs others who are leſs favoured by 
Providenge? I eſteem my ſervants as 
Lotoggah a kind 


— 
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A kind of meaner, humbler friends; 
and though I would on no account make 
myſelf too famitiar with them, or liften 
either to their flattery or their tales; yet 
1 never would be, deficient in allevi- 
ating their inconvediencies, and 24 
: moting their real happiness. 
Acting upon theſe principles, he was 
the darling of her domeſtics ; ; they beheld 
ber with a degree of veneration. She 
was ſo happy as ſeldom to find cauſe to 
change; and ſhe never entertained her 
friends with tedious tales. of the ill beha- 


vou. and viene F ber ſervants. 1 


 ſhould' obſerve that ſhe was careful to 
ſee them well inſtructed in their duty; 
and for that purpoſe ſhe not only ſup- 
_ plied them with proper books, but ſaw 
that they read them. And ber worthy 


huſband omitted no opportunity to al- | 
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fiſt in this neceſſary ſervice. 


Conſcious of the high obligation upon 


us to. OR the ſabbath, ſhe ſtrictly 


devoted 
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devoted, that day to duty. She too 
care that ſuch of her family as could 
poſſibly be ſpared, ſhould always attend 
with her, at the morning and evening ſer-. 
vice of the pariſh church.” This ſhe e. 
 teemed an indiſpenſable duty; and ne- 

ver allowed herſelf to ramble from 
church to church, as was the caſe with 
ſome ladies of her familiar acquaintance, 
whoſe practice ſhe conſtantly diſapprov- 
ed. owe this duty, ſhe uſed to 
ſay, to my family, to my neighbours, to 

my miniſter; and, I cannot tell what 
evil may ariſe from a different example. 
The evening of the Sabbath was always 

- ſpent in religious exerciſes; . and ſhe ne- 

ver wauld think of ſeeing company on 

that day. R . 
ſters in ber apprehenfions. | I can ex- 

þ cuſe, ſhe would often obſerve, thoſe in 

the lower ſtations of life, who have no 
other day .of leiſure but the Sabbath, 

8 and who Perhaps ale pent up in narrow. „ 
| 64454? ſhops 1 
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ſhops all the reſt ol the week, if they de- 

dicate ſome part of the day to recrea- 
tion: but for #5, who have the enjoy- 
ment of all the week, 'ſarely it is inex- 
cuſable to devote this ſacred day to our 
pleaſures. Shall not the great Giver of 
all receive a tribute of ſome ſmall. por- 
tion of our tine??? 


But were I to dwell upon all the. ex- 


cellencies of her life and cond ud, the 


limits preſer ribed me in this paper would 


ſoon be exceeded: I Thall omit, there- 


fore, any account of” the benevolent 


charity 'which ſhe exerciſed fo largely, 


- (infornuch that never child: of Mtreſs. 
went with hedvy heart and unrelieved 
from herl'preſetice)—while L. haſten to. 
give ſome account. of her death. Her 
copftitütion was delicate; after the birth 
of the Tecond beloved infant which the 
brought her Buxvorio, (ber firſt died | 
early, and gave an opportunity for the 


N of the moſt* exemplary * 12 cf 
tion) 
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tion) ſhe 'caught> a cold, whickywas ac- 


companied with unhappy circumftances; 


and though ſhe recovered in ſome mea- 
ſure, yet Ae Wins was: ny de- 
cay. | 

It is eaſy to conceive ths: gat of 
her parents and her huſband upon ſo me- 
lancholy an occaſion; upon a diſcovery ' 
that all the efforts of art, and all the 


powers of medicine were in vain: While | 


her patience and reſignation obliged 
them to refrain Sen word of re- 


tiers dae. 85 enhancing their em 
for her. Happy as I was in her friend- 
ſhip, it was my cuſtom often to viſit her 
during her long and trying illneſs; but 
I ſhall not eaſily forget an interview at 
the cloſe of it, which” I muſt confeſs, 
wholly unmanned me, while it wien 
me the deepeſt humility. 


I found her ſeated in 7 chair of fick- © 
* in her chamber, with her little n. 
fant 
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fant lying in her lap, over which he 
hung with ſuch a lock of maternal fond- 


__ neſs andanxiety,/as.I'yet never ſaw, and 
Which no painting could expreſs! Soon 
as I advanced, ſhe lifted up her eyes, 
in which ſtood the big, the affectionate 
drops; while death ſeemed to ſit upon 


her countenance, wan, yet not devoid of 
that placid ſweetneſs, which ever dwelt 


upon it. I'was indulging, fir; ſaid 
ſhe,. and I hope not improperly, ſome 
natural affection, and taking, perhaps 
—my. laſt, leave, of my poor little 


8 who holds my heart too faſt 
 —{falſe and weak heart as it is) ra- 


ther too faſt bound to this tranſitory 


ſcene! Pretty innocent; ſee how 1t 


ſmiles on its weeping mother! uncon- 


ſcious yer of the bitterneſs of grief, and 


the adnch of tears. Sweet babe, I muſt. 
leavethee; indeed I muſt leave thee ; the. 
Father of heaven thinks fit, and his 
| pros) But oh, the parent, dear 


fi, 
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10 the parent will feel ; Surely this will 
not be deemed a deficiency in humble re- 
ſignation! I obſerved that Chriſtianitj 
by no means oppoſes humanity; and that 
grace doth not deſtroy, it only regulates 

and refines our affections. My ſoul, ſhe. 
went on, thankfully-acquieſces in all the 
divine diſpoſals, and I am ſatisfied; that 
whatever a God of loveand wiſdomordains 
muſt be beſt for his creatures. But when! 
look upon this dear innocent; when I con- 
ſider the various evils of the world, and 
the prevalence of our corrupt paſſions; 
when I conſider the peculiar inconvenien- 
cies of our ſex, if deprived of maternal care 
and inſtruction; my heart throbs with. 
ſenſible anxiety and T wiſh—Oh father 
of love, pity and pardon me! Muſt I, 
ah muſt I leave this ſweet harmleſs one 

to all the trials and difficulties of life! 
Oh my pretty babe, I muſt leave thee . 
but I ſhall intruſt thee (and in that let ue 
take comfort) intruſt thee to a tender @- 
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her, and to the protection of a Saviour and 
2 God, who careth for his little ones 
Ble ſſedSaviour-— She was here over- 
powered by the ſtrengih of her affec- 
tion; and falling into a fainting fit, 
fiom which we almoſt apprehended ſhe 
would never recover, her huſband and 
her parents were inſtantly called up; e- 
very effort was uſed to reſtore her; 
though grief ſuffered no one preſent to 
utter a ſyllable. The ſcene was the moſt 
profoundly awful Lever beheld! 
At length ſhe-came to herſelf ; and 
| the firſt object ſhe ſaw was her tremb- 
| ling mother bathed in tears, and hold- 
ing her clay-cold hand | on the other 
fide ſtood her father; at her feet knelt 
her anxious and diſtreſſed huſhand---a- 
round her ſeveral of us were placed, 
whoſe tears ſufficiently. witneſſed out 
concern. She raiſed her languid eyes; 
gazed earneſt at us--Then fixing them 
* 900 her mother, Beſt and moſt * 
| love 
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| Joved of parents, ſaid ſhe, farewell, 
farewell; God of his good ' mercy re- 
ward your tender care of me, and give 
us a meeting in the future world!---Oh 
my father, and are you too there? 
do not let me ſee your tears: ſupport 
my poor mother, and remember you 


have a daughter gone before you to that 
place, where all ſorrow ceaſes- But my 


threw her arms round his neck, and 
both mingled their tears together for 
ſome time. She ſighed forth “ Beſt 
and moſt dear of men, let me thank 
you, fincerely thank you, for all the 


marks of your tender eſteem. Be 


kind to my pretty babe; Oh! why 


ſhould 'T fay be kind? T know your 
goodneſs; but my ſweet innocent; 


huſband---” She ſaid no more; then 


f | " 


let her She ſtopt ſhort—But ſoon 


went on, I little expected all this pain 


at parting ; this is dying; this is the 


, Fa 


bitterneſs of death My dear W 5 8 
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the continued, adde herſelf to all 
of us around her, accept my beſt 
acknowledgments for all your kind offi- 


ces to me; if you ever remember me 
When I am gone, remember, that my 


ſoul perfectly rejoiced in God's dealing 


with me; and that however the weaker 
paſſions of nature may prevail; yet 1 
am wholly reſigned to his will, thankful 

to. him for all; nay deſirous to quit this 
world, that, I may ſee my Saviour, the 
Lord of love, 185 gave his life for me, 
and in whoſe merits I joyfully truſt for 
ſalvation-I am on the brink of eternity, 
and no ſee clearly the importance of it” 
Remember, ch remember, that every 
thing in time is inſignificant to the aw- 
ful concerns of -- Eternity, - ſhe would 
have ſaid ; but her breath failed; ſhe 
fainted a ſecond time ; and when all our 
ö labours to recover her ſeemed Jaſt effec- 


. deep fob alarmed and the lovely 
| | . body 


* 


& <1 


a 
\\ 


RerrEU oN O D ATU. 101 


body was n its immor- 
tal inhabitant!!! 

Now fbe us: aller dy the het: 
dren of God pg rage, e 
txbrans, tags 1 x y. vn 

Show'd FEY a wretch to num'rous years. arrive, 

I can he little worth his while to tive : | 

No honours, no regards bis age attend, © 2 85 

Companions fly! 3. he ne er could bave a ee 

His flatterers leave him, and with wild e, 

He lool within, and ſhudders. at the. fight * 7 

When threat ning death uplifts bis pointed dert, | 

With what impatience be applies to arri, of 

Life to prolong amid/Þ diſeaſe andpains ! © 

Ache this; iſ after it e 


Why ſhould be chuſe theſe miſeries to enduro, 


If death could grant an everlaſling W 
Tis plain there's ſomething whiſpers in his. ear, hou 
(Th fain he'd hide it be has much to fear. 
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"MONGST the various ugv- 
4 ments of conſolation on the loſs "ee 
our Sn that which is drawn from 
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the pleaſing hope of a future meeting, 
in perfect felicity, doubtleſs is the moſt 
perſuaſive. Grief ſubſides, and ſorrow 
ſoftens into a tenderly pleaſing remem- 
brance; when the foul is comforted 
with the happy expectation of one day 
ſeeing again, —ſeeing never more to ſe- 
parate,'thoſe whom death hath torn from 
our affectionate embraces, and removed 
a little before us, to our father's houſe. 
The tranſporting thought ſuffers us no 
longer to lament our loſs; the flame of 
out friendſhip is ſtil] bert five and the 
anxious fear of diſappointment-on 
parts, becomes an <div ere of 
obedience and duty. See in this view 
what we owe to our friends: and how care- 
ful we ſhould be fo to paſs. the ſnhort time 
of our pilgrimage here, that hen we 
depart they may ha ve rational grounds to 
belive, that our ſouls are with God; and 
that there ene in the ful 
neſs of bliſs | 


" What 


+ 
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and friend of the amiable Pulcberia; 
who, ſenſible of her conſtant attention 
to ſpiritual concerns, were well convin-- 
ced, that her change was front mortality 
to- glory: and therefore reſigned her 
with chearful thankſgiving to God; 
weeping over her, tis true, but weep-- 
ing only the tears of gentle 'affe&ion 
and living always with a comfortable 
reſpect to that happy hour, when again. 
they ſould meet, after melancholy ab- 
ſence, hen again they ſhould. meet to 5 
* abſent no more | 
And ſhall it be ?--Oh thou God of in! in- 
G race; ever ſtudious of thy 'crea- 
ture's fehcity, various in thy bounties, 
and infinite in loving-kindneſs: It muſt 
be ſo ! For whatever conduces moft to 
our bliſs, we have abundant evidence to 
conclude will be always thy decree !-- 
It muſt be ſo! oh pleaſing, balmy hope! 
And once en, ye beſt· lord parents, 
F 4 „ 


Wat a comfort was this to the purem 


3 
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ye tender. ſollicitous guardians of my 1 


youth, once again ſhall I behold you- but 
ah! not as once; not as waſted with 


MET fickneſs, and weatien. with pain! I ſhall 
ſiee you made like unto God; and ſayed 


from ſorrow, from ſin, and from death 
Thou too, my Lancaſter, lov'd friend 


of my youth, with whom ſo often I have 
roved along the banks of favoured Cam, 


and enjoyed all the ſweets of virtuous, 
unpolluted friendſhip; thou too ſhalt 
rejoice my longing ſight] for never haſt 
thou been wiped from the tables of my 
memory: ſtill have I borne thee, as a 
ſeal, upon my heart; my firſt, my dear- 
eſt, my difintereſted . friend ! Happy, 


thrice. happy thou, removed from this 


bad world, ignorant of its glozing arts, 
and fatal deceits.! Happy, thrice happy 


thou, offered, i in virtuous innocence, and 


yet unhackney d in the ways of evil men, 


an unpolluted flower, an early and ſweet 
ſacrifice to Heaven And ſnall we 
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meet ? | 
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meet? Alas; too well I know! where 


hope ſhall animate: my Gl: Rill,” Neill 
will -maintaiwthe painful; conflict Aid 


reſts tie only: doubt But the bleſt 


me, oh miglity Redeemer, in the fight: 


and through thy merits give me victory; 
give a happy, ſpeedy union 1 yi 
and WER net eie  * 
But have . And | 
ſhall ye in our regard for the dead, for- 
get our duty to the liuing . Forbid it, 
Heaven! Nor let it be feared, where 
virtuous ſriendſbip reigns in the gene- 
rous heart; that the love wWlüch awak+» . 
ens every tender ſentiment for the de- 
parted, will make us leſs anxious to com- 
municate felicity to the ſurviving; leſs 
anxious ſo to live, that we may leave be- 
hind us the ſweet odour of our memory, 
and the anxious deſire to enjoy us again! 
Without this reciprocation of mutual en- 
dearments, what is life, and what is 
man ! Was he formed for himſelf, or can 
n be 
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| he be bleſt in Unlöcial exiſtence ? Can he 
be eontented—{(nay chen let him relin- 
qulch his claim to immortality) can he 
de contented to ive withotit the love, to 
die without the tribute of friendly re- 
miembrance Can he be contented to 
Aue the Geſpiſer of his God, and to" die 
ite affliction of his friends, dh can 
vever think-without horror of his future 
exiſtence! How then can they dry up 
their tears? Oh wretehed parents of 
the more wretched | Mi/ells)- my heart 
bleeds for you: 1 e 
refuſe to becomforted 4 
Have we then' any” Aus for dur 
Luirn are they really dear to us, do 
we with to remove every cauſe of an- 
guiſh from their fouls, nd to wipe off 
every tear of diſtreſs from their eyes :— 
let this be a motive to influence our 
conduct, and to render us active in the 
diſcharge of every duty to God and to 
them; that ſo when we are ſummoned 


to 
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to that future and important world{they 
may cloſe our eyes with peace, and ſay 


with infelt / ſatisfaction, Farewell, oh 


farewell, thou deareſt, beſt- low d: frieud! 
Thy life, thy love, thiy faith, leave us nõçο 
room to doubt of thy. felicity ! Thou 

art happy! We mourn hap for” Our-- 


felves!- Yet ſoon, , very; | 
to meet thee hereafter —Ther Ree: 


K 


8 11 
4 


oply.for a whil : we Will ever bear the 


in moſt. faithful remembrance; and 


treading in the patlis of thy virtues, will 
hope ſpeedily to receive thy reward ( 


How deſirable to leave this world; thus 


lamented and beloved? How muchbetter: - 
than to drag out a conternptible exiſtence 


through threeſcore and! ten worthleſs 3 


let us view it in -Bubulo. : whoſe 


Werl obſequies I ſaw lately per- 


formed, 


years, and at length to diop into the 
grave, and there to rot, without one long. 

ing wiſh from one lamenting friend „ 
f Wt contralt, perhaps, zmay Anke - 


_- Koper anne on Darn 
formed, with all che 


Carried tothe ſilent tomb, with all this 
farce of ſnew, no eye dropt a tear, and 


. 88 heart heaved a ſigh when Bubu- 


10 ceaſed to breathe... Full threeſcore 


v6 and ten had. Bubulo encumbered 
- +. withhis heavy load, this ſublunary world. 


"And it would be difficult to point out 
_ any Works of beneyolence or. religion, 


7 1 any works of real worth or humanity, 


Which diſtinguiſhed theſe ſeventy years! 
5 Fend of vile pelf, the earth worm con- 


tinually toiled to add to his heap; -and 


though wealthy, and. daily increaſing i in 
| wealth, could never prevail upon him- 
elf to communicate to others, or to ſerve 
his neareſt relations. Let ſmooth. were 
His Words, and fair were his, promiſes; 
andwho, that knew Him not, + ould | have 


N ; thought | him other” than an univerſal 
5 friend to mankind! The hours, which 
were conſe- | 


were not devoted to gain 


FI . . ni ve 24 a $1 2:20. 1 2 * 


and vain pa- | 
rade of oftentatious pride! Vet though 
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crated to the ſervice of his nice and enor. * 
mous appetite, to devouring of f 2 
and drinking of wine! He was, in this 
reſpect, a perfect animal: and who that 
ſaw him at a city feaſt ever thought him 
of a ſuperior order? His faculties: were 


almoſt entirely abſorb' d by this lar ; 
indulgence. and gluttony . leaden as "wt 


26 k * 
x, 20 l 
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ligion, to deny. the being; wa to de 
the revelation of God. —— What ra- 
tional man will think this ſtrange? 

He founda female willing to ſubmit to 
the ſlavery. of his dominion : ſhe brought 
him Gay children, and happily Was 
ſoon freed from her captivity. The el- 
deſt ſon continued a kind of . 
vant. to him, till his death, Which he | 
had long impatiently. wiſhed- for, and. 
heard of With oy. The Jounger, of 5 
more ſprightly diſpoſit tion, upbiailed by 
principles, ruſhed headlong into the 


ehe of all faſhiguable. VICES,. and 1 


—— — 
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ng unaſſiſted: by his father, committed 
ſome actions which obliged him to ſe- 
dure himfelf by a voluntary baniſhment 
into the | Me Indies. His daughter, 

| though frequently aſked: in marriage, 
eould-never prevail upon him-to forward 
"her happy ſettlement in life: — he could 
not ſpare a fortune for her; ſhe conti- 


3 nued with hiin;, therefore; in a ſtate of 


- diſcontent, and added not much to his 
felicity by her filial duty, as he was fo 
averſe to make any addition to her's by 
His parental regard. He ſaw his wi- 

dow'd iter, with many little orphans, 
ſurrounded. with a variety of difficulties ;. 
and perſuaded at length to undertake 
her affairs, embroiled them more and 
more ;- and in concluſion gave them up, 
becau ſe his* own: bufineſs and: concerns 
would not allow him ſufficient time to 
attend Hemm. 

A long and waſtingillneſs warned Em 

of eternity: he would not receive the 
— | warning. 


\ 


and forgot him : his ſetvants attended 


on: we * , ; w* * * b 
* * . * is ” 
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not prepare to die. The jovial aſſoci- 
ates at the tavern and the elub forſook 


but curſed him : his children thought 
every day of his exiſtence too long: 


the few dependants; which his money... 
occaſioned, ceaſed: to. regard him, and? 
paid their reſpects: to his ſon.. Babuld 
him to the 
ſoul. He ſent for more and more phy- 


obferved it, and it g 


ſieians: They wrote, ſtiook. their heads, 


and took their fees. All hope was gone. 


The miniſter of the parifh was ſent för. 


For he would be removed from beꝗʒ had 


body wept, for nobody had cauſe to- 
weep : The pride of the family gave him 
a: pompous: e ee 1 is· for- 


IG 


| wirning: "He dreaded death, yet would! 


OY 


3 


He found tlie almoſt; hfeleſs wretch: 
weeping, and lying along the ground: . 


2 


not ſtrength to: ſupport. himſeif; fell e 
down, and in a few moments died No-. 
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* 
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HET. . ' Bubulo; deen He lived! 
and alas, rode it is to be feared, 


| ame many Bubulos living; whoſe 
example ſhould inſpire us with deteſta- 
8 „en of a life,; which muſt e end 


2 1 bY tens: nat leſs dreadful... 81 $11; 8 


A nend aß the wertet n 


pleaſe me much. But don't you carry things rather 
too far, when you ſay, (in your th chapter) at tis 


an indiſpenſable duiy to go to our pariſh church” | 


Was I to live in Lox Don, Hhould rarely orever 


go to my pariſh-church, ifT bad a flupid: bum-drim 


minifter.1 Lo x o to live in Lon Dο that I might 
bear clever men, c. A diſapproyeas much as you 
can do, running after Methodiſt preachers and 
enthuſiaſts: but ſhould I not prefer a Sherlock at 


. the T emple, if Llive in Fleet-ſtrret, to, fc.” 
It is: a misfortune, that when Gentlemen quote 


21 they will not refer to the won k, and obſerve the 


hes | words--lt i is not ſaid poſitively, i in the 70 refer- 


red to, that cc it is an ind: i/penſable duty, &c. . 
The writer of the Reflections doth not deliver his 
own ſentiments in that place; he ononly ſays, (ke 
p. 93.) that the * whole character is given 


1 
** 


AT | PULCHERIA | 
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Puren kata, eſteemed it (for her part) an indiſ- 
penſable duty. It would not follow from thence, 
that the writer of theſe Reflections thought it ſo: 
though being thus called upon by a man of ſenſe 
and learning, (as his friend confeſſedly is,) he is 
now ready to declare, that he ſincerely thinks there 
can be but very few exceptions. As to that of 4 
SHERLOCK, | it is too peculiar to be drawn into en- 


thoſe, who, looſe to all connections with their 
pariſh-miniſter, r. would lea vea 8x ALOCE,nay 


and eſteem him a lg preacher, without union, 5 155 


Cc. Oe. to hear a butcher, or a weaver, a man 


without any learning, * « ranger to his own 
mother” 8 8 s 


* 


ample. But what would this Gentleman ſay of 5 #7) 


1 
9 
7 
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Dee ve in the Bea 0 ral hs 
No Rechoning made, but ſent co my; aer. 
With all my day Eee hang on my. bead!. 

ö 0 berribe—O berrible at borribls 1. 


SnagzsPeAL, 

Pt the 1. of theehnrch of Ex- 
gland, we pray God to deliver us 

from ſudden death; that is, as her beſt 
_ » divines have always explained it, and as 
reafon clearly underſtands it from a 
death ſudden. and unlooked for, from a 
death inſtantaneous and unexpected; 
for which no proviſion has been made 
which finds the ſoul utterly unprepared, 
and ſends the unhappy mortal to eter- 
. - nity, with all his imperfections on his 
bead! A death like this is doubtleſs to 
be deprecated, more than the wide-waſt- 

ing peſtilence, or the devouring ſword. 
man, 


* 
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to the ſoul conſcious of its frail 
— here, and properly careful 
to ſecure its intereſts in the world be- 
yond the grave; a ſudden death is ſo far 


from an evil, that it appears rather a ble | 
ſing; and in this view hath been earneſtiy 
wiſhed by many men of exemplary piety:- 

Indeed, ſtrictly ſpeaking, | there is 
no ſuch thing as ſudden death to us, 


who, as ſoot as woe are born, | begin 


ſublunary air as temporary ſtrangers, 
exiſting only a while upon the bounty of 


ment will come - ſhortly, may come in- 
ſtantly, when the Lord of life ſhall ſam- 

And as ſuch is the condition of our be- 
ing, we cannot properly call that ſtroke 
ſudden, to live in conftant expectation of 
which is our higheſt wiſdom and duty: 
Submiſſion to the will of him who is 


d 28 ren en is wife, is doubtleſs the 
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hl 


to draw to aur end; who breathe this 


Providence; and aſſured that the mo- 


| 
| 
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beſt ſervice which ſuch imperfect crea- 
tures can pay in every particular; and 
therefore we act moſt wiſely when we 
fubmit the determination of this point 
to the father of mercies, and wait with 2 
reſignation either for the momentary 1 


ſtroke, or the long and lingering trial, I h 


e bed of feeble diſeaſe, or exeruciating 


which diſmiſſeth us from the ſtage of , 
life. This care only ſhould be ours; . 
well to act. our parts; that the diſmiſ- WM ; 
ſion may be with a, plaudit, with ap by 
| | probation of our judge. 148 1 ſ& 
et, yet, oh father of unutterable re! 
love, — thou ſauroe of everlaſting good- 
neſs—yet if the meaneſt of thy crea- 
tures might be allowed to make his re- 
queſt if thou would'ſt deign to give 
him liberty of choice ſuffer him not, 
oh do not ſuffer him long to languiſn on 


inflantaneous ſtr oke, before he has look- 
5 ag his * farewell; and given the final 
Pk; | affectionate 
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affectionate alien te all his heart-ap- 
proved, his deareſt, tendereſt, and moſt 


Walde Friends 4 He will not call their 1 


kind attendance round his bed, the 
afflicting parade of Death: Te wil 
rejoice in their ſympathetic tenderneſs; 


of conſolation and love; he will point 
to the hope which upholds his foul, the 

ſhining pole tar by which he ſteers; and 

by which, he truſts, his deareſt friends ſhall 
ſteer into the joyful harbour of eternal 
reſt ! The hope, the far, the ſun, Chriſt 
us, che conqueror of death, and the 

a- Wl deftruQtion of the grave ! i a 
e- Such was the petitiun of the batored 
ve Uranius ; Heaven heard and granted 
ot, I his prayer. This day he fickened ; the 


friends; N in his ſenſes, he ſaw 
Death approaching, and ſaw him unap- S 
palled ! for he had led his life, in conti- 
18 for the awful event. 
e 


he will ſtruggle to pour forth the voice © : | 


next ſummoned, and took leave of his 


* 8} 
x - * nt 
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„ the evening of the third day, he 
cloſed his eyes, and commended his 
ſpirit to the God, who gave it; and al- 
moſt without a groan, exchanged this 
mortal for an immortal ſtate! Happy 
 Uranius—o let me die! or rather, let 
me fay, * fo let me live, and Death 
cannot fail to be bleſſed! / 

How different was the death, ad ah 
how different was the Jife, of my neigh- 
bour Agricola; whom oft, tho' in vain, 
I have endeavoured to wean from the 
world, and to ſhew the deceit and delu- 

ſion of all earthly attachments! But alas 

| he would not believe! Agricola was 
a wealthy and laborious men it might, 
ftrictly ſpeaking, be ſaid of him, that he 
roſe up early, and late took reſt, and cat 
the bread of carefulneſs. He prevented 
the morning's dawn, and called the hind: 

to. the field, ere the roſy ſun peeped 
over the miſty mountains. The fail 
early heard reſounding i in his barn, 2- 

| Ng — 


1 = 9 wad Wa. Aa þ — 4 On ns 1 OY 2 


Nene 


= => 


Rerircrions o DraTY, 119 
wakened the reſt of the village, and was 
induſtry's ſummons to ariſe. His ſhep- 
herds firſt drove their flocks a- field; 
and as the bleating multitude poured 
from their cotes, Agricola ſtood by, 


and beheld with rapture the whiteneſs - 
of their fleeces, and the ſtrength of his 
ſportive lambs. The neighbouring mar- 


kets ſaw him always firſt to enter, and 

laſt to leave the ſcene of commerce and 
. advantage; his ſamples were always 

ready, and were always beſt. 


Thus he purſued temporal things with 
unwearied application, and unremitted 


thought of them! What then? Did not 
Agricola believe in God, in Provi- 


ſuch things! «< Hereafter” was his word; 


_ 


diligence: But for eternal things, Apri- 
cola never once heeded, never once - 


dence, in Eternity! Oh yes, he believed 
all this ;—but he had no time to think of 


* : 
4 * i. 
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it wil be ſoon e *  Herealie, * : 
What 
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Wmat hen? Did Agricola Wees the 
_ weeklyſervices of the church, and wholly 
relinquiſh the worſhip of God? Oh, 
by ne means. Agricola never or very 
5 rarely was abſent from the divine ſer- 
vice: Ne generally invited the curate 


15 of his little village (a poor laborious 


man, like himſelf, who rode with all 
haſte from pariſn to pariſh, and ſerved 
bree diſtant churches!) He generally 
invited him to a regale at his houſe on 
the ſabbath; when the time would al- 
low, the good. man embraced it with 
thankfulneſs; they drank. together in 
_ Friendly fort; and behold, their conver- 
-ſation was of «©. the oxen in the field.” 
* Agricola had ſagacity enough to diſ- 
cern this impropriety in the conduct of 
the man of God: His Rector's rare ap- 
pearance in the village, and ready ac- 
ceptance of his tythes, gave him alſo no 
very fayGurable-idea. of religion. He 
9 theſe men ſervants of the Lord 
| for 
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for the wages of the world; and appre- 
hended all religion to be lucrative: and 
carthiy. He was deſirous to believe · it 
fuch; * in the ale-houſe, at the 
markets, and in the little club of his vil- 
lage · neighbours, he frequently delivered 
his ſentiments with freedom; and God 
and his Ne very treated wich no great | 
_ Agricola: conti l chis courſe of 
life for ſome years ; only as his mon 
encreaſed, ſo GE Ins heart's at- 
tachment to it; and (as the world was 
fond to ſay) his ee to probity di- 


miniſned as his poſſeſſions were mul- | 


tiplied. The widows and the poor 
complained of his rapacity and extorti- 
on; the fields ſpoke his covetouſneſs; 

for he eneroached upon his Derr 
lands, and the ancient boundaries were 
rendered diſputable. The markets were 
aid to be foreſtalled, and his abundance 


became the ſource of oppreſſion to the 
1 G poorer 
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Poorer farmer; he viſhed to ſtand a- 
lone ; ang beheld with a malevolent eye 


the flocks, che herbs, and the crops of 


others—He grew ſurly, proud, and in- 
folent: vainly imagimng chat his wealth 
Sar e him importance, and a wretched 
right to ty; annize over his inferior neigh- 
bouss. My connections with him af- 
forded me opportunity often to remon- 
ſtrate-: he ſometimes heard and promi- 


ſed fair: he heard more frequently with 


impatience, and would have ſpoken his 
diſlike, if worldly motives had i com- 
pelled him to ſilence. 


Happy had it been * rd i if 10 had 


heard, regarded, and been wiſe. Hap- 


py for him if he had truſted leſs to that 


4 hereafter, which never came! For 
as laſt ſummer he attended his reapers 
in the field, ſuddenly the heavens grew 
| black with clouds; the ſun withdrew his 
light; the air ſeemed to ſtagnate with 
intolerable fervor; the lightning flaſhed 
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with unremitting fury ; vaſt peals of 

thunder, burſt fearfully around ; there 

was no place to fly unto ; they were ex- 

poſed to all the terrors of the ſtorm. © . 

gricola . ſtood aghaſt when behold, 

"he thunder-bolt of omnipotence, (a ſheet 

of — flame diſcloſing itſelf over his 

head,) in a moment ſtruck him a black- 

ened corpſe to the ground! ' . 
Oh horrible! moſt horrible, thus to 

be ſent to our final account! And 

ſhall not the death of Agricola inſtruc 

us; Wilt thou, O Man, after ſuch an 

admonition, perſevere in forgetfulneſi of 

duty and attachment to the world Then 

certainly thou canſt ſecure thyſelf fromm 

ſo deplorable an end No! thou can'ſt'. 

not; thou can'ſt not promiſe to thyſelf 

one future moment! Death lies concealed 

every path we tread; and his ſtroke will 


ever be ſuddenand dreadful in proportion to 


the degree of our forgetfulneſs of that 
ſtroke, and our attachment to the world. 
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chr. Ks, 


He 2 liverh in Pleaſure, bs dead while be 
0 liuelb. 1 Tim. A ot 


| 1 ＋ gives the Author of theſe FI 
ſingular pleaſure to have the- appro- 
bation-of a lady, ſo juſtly admired for 
her good taſte as lady *. He eſteems 
it a particular favour that ſhe conde- 
ſcends to make a requeſt to him, which 

he moſt readily grants, as aſſured, that 
the letter which ſhe deſires him to ad- 
mit, will not only be - pleaſing, but 
highly inſtructive to his ſerious readers 
The death of Mr. Naſh. drew her 
thoughts to it, and therefore ſhe is pleaſ- 
ed to inform me, ſhe copied it out for 
the benefit of the public: It was ſent by 

a perſon of known worth and piety ſome 
years ſince to that /on of pleaſure What 
effect it had, his e life, alas! did 
6 too 55 ſhew ! Ru Yakerur 


7, 
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To Ricnany Navn, Ah, ; at Bath. 
; Sin, rn Wh. £093 dc bat. 
PP His comes from y your 3 
and one that has your beſt intereſt 
deeply at heart : It comes on a deſign 
altogether important, and of no leſs con- : 
ſequence than your e 
neſs: So that it may juſtly 
your careful regard. It is not 0 up- 
braid or reproach, much leſs to triumph 
and inſult over your miſcondu&': No; 


'tis pure benevolence, tis diſintereſted 
good-will prompts me to write; ſo that 


However, be the iſſue what it will, I 


which lead to death, without warning 
youof your danger, without ſounding in . 

your ears the awful admonition, Re- 
turn and live: For why will you die?” 
beg of you to conſider whether you do 
now” in ſome meaſure reſemble thoſe 
6863 unhappy 


I hope I ſhall not raiſe your reſeritinant. 5 


cannot bear to ſee you walk in the paths „ 
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unhappy children of Eli, whom, though 
they were famous in their generation, 
and men of renown, yet vengeance ſuf- 
fered not to live. For my part, I may 
ſafely uſe the expoſtulation of the old 
Prieſt : Why do you ſuch things? 
for I hear of your evil dealings by all 
this people. Nay, my brother, for it is 
no good report I hear: you make the 
Lord's people to tranſgreſs.” I have 
long obſerved; and pitied you; and a 
moſt melancholy ſpectacle I lately be- 
held, made me reſol ve to caution you, 
leſt you alſo come into the ſame con- 
demnation. 

I vas not long ſince called to viſit a 


15 poor gentleman, ere while of the moſt 


robuſt body, and of the gayeſt temper 
lever knew. But when I viſited him, 
oh how was the glory departed from 
him I found him no more that ſpright- 
ly, and vivacious ſon of joy, which he 
ve to * but languiſhing, pining a- 
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way, and withering under tlie chaftifin 

hand of God, His kmbs feeble ar 

trembling: His eduntenance forlorn and 

ghaſtly: And the little breath he had 

left, ſobbed out in ſorrowful fighs! His 

" body haſtening apace to the duſt, to 

jodge in the ſilent grave, the land of 

darkneſs and deſolation. His ſoul juſt | 

going to God who gave it; preparing it-- 

ſelf to wing away unto its long home; 

to enter upon an unchangeable and eter- 

nal ſtate; When J was come up into 

his chamber, and had ſeated myſelf on 

his bed; he firſt caſt a moſt wiſhful loo 

upon me, and then began as well as 

he was able to ſpeak—** Oh that I had 

been wiſe, that J had known this, that 

had conſidered my latter end! Ah! 

u, N Mr. Death isknockingat my 

door: In a few hours moreT ſhall draw 

my laſt gaſp ; and then judgment, the 

tremendous judgment! How ſhall! I ap- 

ng unprepared as I am, before the all- 
| G 4 Knowing * 


wall J en 
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knowing and omnipotent God. How 
| re the day of hiscoming!” 
When I mentioned, among many 


15 other things, that holy Religion which 


ie replied (ich a haſty eagerneſs) Oh 


he had formerly ſo lightly eſteemed: 


that Religion is the only thing I now long 
for, | Thave not words to tell you how 

highly I value it, I would gladly part 
with all my eſtate, large as it is, or a 
world, to have lived in the practice of it. 
No my benighted eyes are enlightened, 
I«learly diſcern the things that are excel 
lent. What is there in the place whither ! 
am going, but God ? or what is there to 
be deſired on earth but Religion? - But 
if this God ſhould reſtore you to health, 
ſaid I, think you that you ſhould alter 
your former courſe? I call heaven 
and earth to witneſs, ſaid he, I would la- 
bour for holineſs as I ſhall ſoon labour 
and the applaufes of men, I account 
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them as droſs and dung, no more to n | 
happineſs than the feathers that lie on 
the floor. Oh if the righteous judge 
would try me once more; if he would 
but reprieve and ſpare me a little longer; 
in what a ſpirit would I ſpend the re- 
mainder of my days? ? I would, know - 
no other buſineſs, aim at no other end, 
than perfecting myſelf in holineſs. 
Whatever contributed to that; every 
means of grace; every opportunity of 
ſpiritual improvement, ſhould be dearer 
to me than thouſands of gold and 
filver—But alas, why do I amuſe myſelf 
with fond 1 imaginations The beſt reſo- 
lutions are now inſignificant, becauſe 
they are too late. The day m which 1 
ſhould have worked is over and gone, 
and I fee a fad, horrible night approach-- 
ing, bringing with” it the blackneſs of 
_ darkneſs for ever, Heretofore, (wor 18 

meh) when God called, I refuſed ; when - 
he invited, I'was one of them the t made 


8 5 excuſe. 
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excu ſe. Now, therefore, receive the 
reward of my deeds ; fearfulneſs and 
trembling are come upon me: I ſmart, 
I am in ſore anguiſh already; and yet 
this is but the beginning of ſorrows ! 
It doth not yet appear ow I ſhall be 
- but ſure Iſhall be ruined, undone, and 
deſtroyed with an eee deſtruc- 
r 
This ad, ſcene I aw, Way my eyes: 
theſe words, and many more equally aſ- 
fecting, I heard with my ears; and ſoon 
after ab the unhappy gentleman to 
his tomb. The poor breathleſs ſkeleton 
| e in ſuch an accent, and with ſo 
much carneſtneſs, that I could not eaſily 
forg et him or his words. And as I was 
hs a upon this ſorrowful lubject, I re- 
membered Mr. Ns; I remembered 
vou, Sir —F orl diſcerned. too near an a- 
greement and correſpondence. between 
| yourſelf. and the deceaſed... < They-are 
Alike e their 3 1 and what. hal 
2 binder 


me 
vio 


i 


a. 6 " _ 
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hinder. them from being alike. in their 
end ?,, The curſe of their actions was e- 
qually full of ſin; and. folly, and why 
ſhould pot the period of them be, equal. 
Tae and: diſtrefs ? Lam grit 
yoully, afzaid-for the furvivor, leſt as he 
lives,che; q he ſhould die 155 death . 
of ahinwreachook ma e * KN ne 
ſhould, be, like his. 9 RN 
ere e cauſe, therefore l take 4 
pen g gdviſe g tg admoniſh—-nay, — 2 > 
gueſt, of you ito, repent, While TPM have © 
opportunity, If haply you may find grace 
and forgiveneſs. Vet a moment and 7% » 
may die; yet a li ile while and you muſt” 1 
die: And will you go down, with infamy q 
and deſpair to the grave, rather than de. 

part in PRAce, - and with, el of 
immortallity ? 1 

But I muſt tell you, Sir, with the ut⸗ 
moſt freedom, that your preſent; beha- 
viour is not the way to reconcile-your+- 
oO to God. Lou are ſo far from mak: 


os ing 
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n to offended" juſtice, chat 
yh are aggravating the future account, 
and heaping up an increaſe of wrath a- 
gainſt the day of wrath. For what fay 
the ſeriptures? thoſe” books, which,; at 
the conſummation of all things; the an- 
tient öf days ſnall open, and by which 
you ſhall be judged!” What 87 thoſe 
facred volumes ? They teſtify and de- 
chere to every ſdul of man, Fh th 

Troeth in pleaſure, is deal WHIP 25 Wor, 
So that While you roll on in a contintted 
circle of ſenſual delights and vain enter 
rainments, you are dead to all the pur- 
poſes of Piety and Virtue. Think, "Sir 
| Teofjure you, think upon this, if you 
have any inclination to eſcape the fire 
that will never be quenched. Would 
you be reſcued from the juſt vengeance 
of. Almighty God? Would you be de- 
livered from weeping and wailing, and 
inceſſant gnaſhing of teeth? Sure you 
rag But be certain that will never 
be 
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beſt, rye; — And neren and 
therefore if for no other reaſon; fooliſh 
and ſinful: ' *Tisby feriouſneſs F tis by 
retirement and ſelf-application you muſt 
accompliſn Gt ent and deſirable de- 
liveratice. ou muſt not appear at the 
head of every filly diverſion, but enter 
into your cloſet; and ſhut the door; 
commune with ybur own'! heart; and 
ee e ee The pride of 
life, and all A ity" of naughtineſ 
ma! pt away. You maſt make 
haſte, and delay not the time to i 
(and with your might too) all 'God's h 
ly commandments.” Always nchen 
ing that mighty ſinners muſt be mightily 
Nn, or elſe bemightily tormented. 

Your example, and your projects have 
been extremely pr j udic ia, N wiſn I cou 
not ſay fatal and deſtructive to many. 
FO there! is no Ls hae oth alter- 
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ation of your conduct, as _— 1 
mne your Pei ſan and name. 
If you do not by this method xeme- 
dy in ſome degree the;evils-which you 
have ſent wech and prevent che miſ- 


etched will your be,..yea edel 
"Bp about, men, to eternity. The blood of 
5 ſouls will be laid to your charge; God's 


tmoke againſt vou; as vou ygurſelf will 
{ke in that day, when the. damen 
ſhall quake, and the hills welt, and the 
earth be burnt up at his preſence. 
Once more then, IL exhort you a8 
Friend 3111. beſeech you ase a brother; I 
charge you as a meſſenger from the great 
God, in his on moſt ſolemn words: 
Cal away. from pon your; tranſgrelſons; 
male you a new. beart and a new ſpirit ; 
Jexvnguny Hall not be your. zwai 
Perhaps you may be diſpoſed an 
temy this, and its ſexious purport z. or 


louſy,: like: a conſuming flame, Will 
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n jor it to your companions as 
a fit ſubject for raillery.—But let me tell 
you before-hand, that for this, as well as 
for other things, God will bring you in- 
to judgment. He {ces me now I write: 
He will obſerve you while you read. 
He notes down my words in his book 
he will alſo note down your conſequent 
procedure. So that, not upon me, but 
upon your on ſelf will the neglecting 
or deſpiting my friendly admonitions. 
turn. ff thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be: 
wiſe for thyſelf; if thou ſcorneſt, thou | 
alone ſhalt bear it.” 
With hearty good wiſhes for your 


welfare, en ws en ee 
friend, Nc. — N 


* The. Writer of the . thought. 
himſelf obliged to retain this. letter, (which, 
however, he has taken the liberty to correct in 
a few places) not only out of reſpe& to the 
Lady. who communicated it, but becauſe it was. 
publiſhed. In, 08: Chriſtian's s: ee, in 

—— n £3568 Kann 0 the 
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the regular courſe” of the Reflections. He finds 
it too in a life of Mr. Nas u, lately publiſhed, 
and was therefore the rather inclined to retain it, 
as that biographer ſeems to thinł it too ſevere, and 
is inclined, to palliate a life, of utter diſſipation, 
| which certainly merited the ſevereſt ſtrictures. No 
man living can have a higher regard for bene vo- 
lence and humanity than the writer of theſe lines: 
But he thinks benevolence to the foul of a much 
higher nature than that to the body; and would 
be far from leading thoſe, who are treading the in- 
ſidious paths of pleaſure with too eager delight, 
into delufive and dangerous opinions, as if tender- 
neſs of heart, and acts of charity, could atone for 
every other deficiency. Diſſipated and fond 
of pleaſure aswe are, little need is there to encou- 
rage men in ſo falſe a purſuit. It is hoped, there- 
fore; that the writer of Nasn's life; (who he is, 
I know not, ) in a future edition, will ſtrike out that 
offenſive and hurtful paſſage, which every ſincere 
chriſtian muſt diſapprove, wherein he aſſerts, 
That there was nothing criminal in his (Nas n's) 
conduct : that he was a harmleſs creature, whoſe 
greateſt vice was vanity, and that ſcarce a fingle 
action of his life, except one, deſerves the aſperity 
of reproach.”--And this is faid of a man, who, 
withaheart ofexquiſite humanity,and which might 
have been moulded into the nobleſt form, — 
| Was 


| —  — 8828 . ft ts — 


RexLicTions on DEATH. 137 


was yet, through life, e gameſter profeſl, and 
an encourager of illicit g ---2 follower of 
pleaſure all his days, and a perpetual diſſipater !-- 
and whoſe converſation was made up of trifling, of 
falſhood, and of immorality ! | 

In matters which concern the ſouls of men, let 
us be eſpecially careful ; for fatal, indeed, may it 
be to betray them into wrong opinions. In other 
reſpeQs we will unite to applaud Mr. Nas Rx, and 
will readily join his panegyriſts.— we will be 
thankful to him forthe improvements he has made 
at Bab, by his means the moſt elegant and pleaſ- 
ing of all public places; and we will be thankful 
to the editor of his life, for the amuſement and fa- 
tisfaction we have received from ſo were | 
and entertaining a Py 5 
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So may ths Ive, till like ith frut thes 
Into thy mother's lap, or be with eaſe 
Gatber d, not harſhly pluck'd, for Death mature. 
This is old age; but then thou muſt outlive 
Thy Jouth, thy firength, thy 8 hich will 
+ ebange. 
70 wither'd, weak, and. Loney; 3 "thy Jenſes 3 
Obtuſſe, all taſte of pleaſure muſt forego, _ 
To what thou boaſt : and for the air of youth 
| Hopeful and chearful, in thy blood will . 
A melancholy damp of cold and di, 
To weigh thy ſpirits down ; and 25 conſume 
The balm of health, e en OMIETON. 


| l ; I N our two foregoing chapters, we have 
two very different and alarming cha- 
racters before us; each ſufficient to ſhew 


* 11 


us the vanity of this life, and to awaken 


in our ſouls an earneſt attention to fu- 
ture concerns. The one, cut off by a 
ſudden blaſt from heaven in the full 
bloom of days, and the vigour of health; 

the other, dragging through a len . of 


— — 


Wes 
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weary years a _ ee o 
laft ſcene of all, eee 
Which ends our a: eventful al 


To ſecond childiſhneſs and mere oblivion, 
Sans teeth en, eyes, ſans taſte, ſans every thing . 


Old age is honourable, and hath its ad- 
vantages. But might I preſume, Oh! 
thou almighty and all- wiſe, ſhort-fight- 
ed as I am, and incapable at the beſt to 
diſtinguiſh my real good or evil, might 
I preſume to judge, or to aſk any thing 
of thee reſpecting my future ſtate in this 
poor paſſing world, lar humbly ſay, 
„Suffer me not to bear the load of life 
when every faculty is benumb'd, when 
every power of enjoyment is paſt; BH 
when oblivion darkens the memory, and _ 
all the ſenſes ſeem wearied and ſealed TS 
: * Mr. Nasn died at Bath in February 1961; a= 
* zed 88, The man was funk long before, as one 
expreſſes it, (ſee the Public Ledger, No 365) in the 
weakneſs and infirmities of exhauſted nature.” 


IT SyaKeSPRARE, 


a 


„bim, impatient for his departure, and 
anxious to poſſeſs his wealth. Yet 


ſhrinks from his embraces; deteſts the 
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up; when the power of being uſeful to 
mankind is totally removed, nay, when 
the power of pleaſing is no more, and 
we become a burden even to « our neareſt 
friends.” 

See the trembling, ralfied 3 
unable to mo ve; ſcarce able to utter 
intelligible ſounds; weak in his fight; 

imperfect in hearing; oppreſſed with 
pains ; forgotten by all the world; for- 
ſaken by all; and attended only by a 
diſtant relation, whom intereſt keeps with 


R 
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has + 
© 


— 


though thus miſerable, deſpiſed, forſa- 
ken, forgotten; Hass AN loves the 
world; clings faſter to it, the more it 


thoughts of death; and thinks and talks 
of nothing with ſatisfaction, but the de- 
luſive mammon of unrighteouſneſs. Oh 
what an old age is — How wretched 

| an 
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an iſſue of a long and uſeleſs life! 
r e years have been paſſed to no 
end, but the procuring of wealth. Four- 
ſcore years are over; the wealth is pro- 
eured; the man is about to die; and 
he hath neither child nor friend to inhe- 


rit it! He hath no power to enjoy it; 


he is dead while he liveth : yet his af- 


fections are placed—not on things a- 
bove, but ah ſad reverſe !—on things 


below. Can the world produce any ob- 


ject more pitiable or more — 
than Hass AN? 


Vigorous old age, 5 winter of ag 


cated. Crowned with victory over the 


inferior paſſions, girt round with uſeſul 
and experimental knowledge, leaning on 


* 


* * Biſhop Hats gives us an inſtance of courage 
in an old plain man in the country: ſome thieves 


the Gas of Wee courage „and re- 
| nen 


. broke 
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uſeful, virtuous life, is as much to be 
delired, as the contrary is to be depres 
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ſolution, the old man becomes a bleſ- 
ſing to ſocity; we riſe up to him with 
reverence, and rejoice to do him honour. 
- Suchis the hoary Sor HRON ; we be- 
hold him with a degree of awe and ve- d 


neration; we conſult him with confi- at 


| killed by thee, I have lived long enough; but ! 


one ofthem fixing his dagger tothe old man's heart, 


they knewehe had lately received. The old man, 


dence; and to follow his advice is to N ſe 


act wiſely! and conſiſtently. Sor HRO Im 


filled a very buſy. ſphere of life, and MW on 


maintained a high reputation for inte- IM po, 
erity, prudence, and piety. He retreat- 
ed in proper ſeaſon from the ſtage, and 
now dedicates his time to the great bu- 
into his ſolitary dwelling, taking advantage of the 


ablence of his family, and finding him fitting alone 
by his fire-fide, they fell violently upon him: when 


ſwore that he would prefently kill him, if he did 
not inſtantly deliver, to them that money which 


looking boldly into the face of the villain, replied 
with an undaunted courage; Nay, if I were 


tell thee, ſon, unleſs thou mend thy manners, thou 


\ 


wilt never live to ſee half my days. 
| 1 — les 


* 


Kerze rroxs ON De AH. 


ſineſs of ſelk recollection Yoo! ; 
1 abſolute hermit nor rat nw. 


ſeeming to inſtrug:; benevolent and hu- 


„„ 
as not lived in vain; 1 | 
ve; his old Se is health- 
ful, placid; and peaceable. Reſigned 
to the Sovereign Diſpoſer 'S wil 


** 
D « 
FS; — f ke 
7. „ 


0 —and it is to be Teined 


ſpeaks thus: 


OY Hot and rebellious liquors in my blood * 
Nor did I with unba ſhful forehead woo 


CY 8 oN Dea 


If men will webe forward, nor 
prepare for. eernity, we cannot expect 
they ſhould prepare for old age; but 
ſurely, if we wiſh, or deſire to live long, 
— is too much 
the wiſh of human we ſhould 
endeavour to provide for 2 winter of 
-life, by laying up. ſuch a ſtore, of true 
- wiſdom and health, as may render the 
cloſe comfortable; or at leaſt ſoften the 


| en unavoidable difficulties of age. er 


Intemperance will for the general Na. 


vent our long continuance here below“; lt 


it will certainly treaſure. for us many MW ih. 
pains and evils, if we are allowed ho 
Old Adam, the t . in Shaken 2 


Tho' 1 look old, yet Lani iroug and lay 
For i in my youth I never did apply - 


The means of weakneſs and debility : 
Therefore my age is as a By N 
N * but kiady.—. | 

| | hog: 
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longer exiſtence; Vis and i 
will render our old A | 
thers and afflicting to ourſelves; and 


make us the more unęaſy to quit the ; bis. 


ſtage of life, as e draw nearer the dire | 
neceſſity. ' So that the grand rule to at · 


tain a happy old age, as well as a happy 


death, is to ( live well: is to live, as 
becometh thoſe who bear the ſolemn 
name of Chriftians;: aan. ſes the ſa- E7 
cred name of Chriſt; | 
_ Uncertain as ane hack 3 
life, this rule one would conceive 
ſhould be univerſally regarded. For 
how few, how very few of the myriads 


of mortals, who . tread- this faithleſs 
earth, arrive at old age, or ſee the pre- 


ith year! What numbers before that 
age are conſigned to a ſtate eternal and 0 

unalterable! alarming thought And 
canſt thou, oh reader, promiſę thyſelf | 
this ng K Knoweſtthou how 


ſent boundary of human life, the /even«. BY 


took his head, declared the ſtroke a 


pet he forgot himſelf. Hauftulu: 
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long thy line ſhall run: knoweſt thou, 
thou muſt appear before his impartial 
tribunal? Alas, human fate is mantled 

in thick darkneſs! But eternity ho 
like | Agricola, would be utterly unpre- 
pared, ſince the call may come in- 
ſtantly; and then how RaTtiNe the con- 
| ſequences ? 700 

But Apricolas fate was Naher 
— thought his neighbour Ha 
_ tulus. He. ſaw; the ſinged corps 
of; ariel: borne from the field; 


judgment from heaven, and enlarged 
greatly on the demerits of the deceaſed: 


was the pride of the village where he 
lived: young, healthful, robuſt: the lets 
maidens beheld him with pleaſure; the ¶ and 
young men heard of his: perfeCtions I in't 
with-envy. | A lively good-nature fe- mot 
neee him ben. and re- cien 
Bao . qe ; 


34 | 
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lying on the ſtrength of his conſtitution, 
he was the firſt and laſt at every merri- 
ment, at every wake, at every ſcene of 
rural pleaſantry and joy. Drinking too 
deep at one of theſe, and ſtaying too 
late from home, he caught a cold; a 


violent fever enſued: he became e ls 


nous; all hopes in a few days were 
loſt; and he, who had never employed 
one ſerious hour about his ſoul, thus 
plunged, —ah hapleſs improvident in- 
to a, ſtate everlaſting !—Was his fate 
peculiar; was bis death ſudden =—*Tis a | 
death; tis a fate every day exemplified 
And would you chooſe to ſhare ſuch 
a fate; to die ſuch a death? Surely. 
no: then be careful not to lead ſuch a 
life. For there are innumerable out- 
lets from this preſent ſcene: lightning 
e and fevers are not the only inſtrumenta 
ns in the hand of God: the meaneſt and 
e- moſt inconſiderable agent is all- ſuffi- 


e cient ROT hae: eee 
ng "HS H 2 * 
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heart, and to draw. She! ime of death 
over the A Ses. M 


ee x” 


e e DEN k 
Bom mortal man) and fortune ut our nb, 
The gay, rich, great, triumpbams and auguft; 


N bat are they ? the moſt happy ( ſtrunge way 1) 
 Comince me moſt of buman miſery. + Youns. 


HOUGH Death levels all diſtincti- 
ons, and pays no more deference 
to the Crown, than to the unnoticed 
head of the meaneſt peaſant ; yet the 
great ſeem willing to preſerve; even in 
death, that diſtinction which they have 
ſhared in life; and therefore refuſe to 
mix their ſocial duſt with common and 
inferior clay! There may be a e 

in this; ſubordination is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary: and it may be decent, that they 
who have been elevated in life, ſnould 
at the cloſe of it, ſtill keep up their due 
eral But this wat not prevent us 
| fi on; 


PP 


RuvLYevions'on Dr ATH 149 
from meditating in the vault of the V. 
biet; where furely'we' Tall ww 8 5 , 

matter for contemplation.” = * 

By the ſide of che une where 
firſt I was led into theſe refledtions, ſuch 
a vault is found. Let me deſcend into 
the ſolemn and ſacred receſs! How 
awful! As 1 tread. ſlowly. down the 
ſtone ſteps,. which lead into it) a melan- 
choly murmut ſeerns to echo - thro? the 
ſilent manſion; the moon juſt throws in 
a faint light, ſufficient for me to diſcern 
the contents, (though indeed no ſtran- 
ger to them) and all my foul : thrills 
wich anxious horror Whence this 
ſtrange, this uncommon dread upon us, 
when AP with the eee 


know they cannot 8 ee us. 
Nay, and were it poſſible for any of 
them to appear to us, ſurely it would 
be moſt delightful and moſt acceptable 
to w them, and o heat from them 
eu,, H 3 | ſome 
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ſome of the wonders of chat world. 
vphich is at once ſo intereſting, and ſo 
| much unknown, Dale 128 (E- * "= 1e 
Bus ab Ihe notices, the 
Ver tell us where, nor bow. on Hoy: 
" Though conſcious 205 with us — 1 | 


; How much themſelves deſir d to know * 
4. if bound u þ by ſalenin fate l ws TY 
. Fo keep 2 of their ate; 6 
Jo tell tbeir joys br paint ts nn,, 
. —— *. 
On, come hither; ye ſons of ambi. 
tion, ye children of pride; deſcend: 2 
while from the lofty ſummit whereon 
you ſtand, and look diſdain on all be- 
nceatli you: ch come, and paſs à few ſi- 
lent minutes with me in this lonely 
vault, which boaſts the moſt noble inha- 
jet and elation will no more dwell 
in your eye, or vanity riſe in your hearts. 
Here are the great and the gay; the 
young and the brilliant; the honoura- 
hle and the lovely, placed in no mean 
order or elegance —— 0 A 


"i 
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fins are decorated with velvet and with 
ſilver but ah, their contents are only 
like vulgar duſt.— There lies the noble 
AMamant no wonder the - remem- 
brance of him, firſt ſtrikes every ſoul 
which deſcends into this vault, and was 
no ſtranger to his character. An able 
writer hath given us a ſtriking account 
of his laſt moments: let us firſbreool- 
lect this, and then ae our reflections 
npon t. 

« Jam bort in repurſen ts 8 
he, the laſt hours of a perſon 0 tigh 
birth, and high ſpirit ; of great parts, and 
frong. paſſions, every way accompliſbed, 
not leaſt in iniquity... His unkind treat- 
ment was the death of a moſt amiable 
wife; and his great extravaganee, in 
effect, diſinherited his only child. | 
The fad evening before the death of 
that noble youth, I;was with him. No 
one was there, but his phyſician and an 
* Dr. Nung, in his Centaur not Fabulous. © 
_— intimate 


* 


. 
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— whom he loved, and whom he 
bad ruined. At oY” RY wa he 
laid; 043% e by. 


De Thu, and the phyſician, ors come 


too late.—I have netther tte. nor hope. 
Tou both aim at miracles. You would 
raiſe the dead,” e e 
Heaven, I faid, was merciful. 
- (062 Or 1 could not have been thus 
guüllty. What has it not done to be/* 
and to ſave me ?—I have been too 
ſtrong for omnipotence! I have n 
ber Nie 
I ſaid, the bleſſed Radeck BL 


A 17 + 
3 .& 


Hold! hold! you wound me 


That is the rock on which I ſplit. —1 
denied his name. 

Refuſing to hear any ide from me, 
or to take any thing from the phyſician, 
he lay filent, as far as ſudden datts of 
pain would permit, till the clock ſtruck. 
Then en neee . 


«,Oh 


% * 
> 
_ = 
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| . Oh time l time! It is f. thou 
ſnouldꝰ'ſt thus ſtrike thy murderer to tjñůe 
heart. How art thou fled for ever - 
A month Oh for a ſingle week! I 
aſk not for years. Though an age were 
too little for the much I have to do.“. 
On my ſaying, e could not do 3 
much: that heaven was a bleſſed place : 
+ $9 much the worſe. ' Tis loſt! A 
'Tis-loſt !---Heaven is to me the enn trot 
part of hell. Wiles FI TOFU ” EA | 

_ Sqonafter panties prayer. un e 

Fray you chat can; I never prayed, 
e e eren Is not 
heaven on my ſide already? It cloſes 
with ny conſcience. Its ſevereſt We 05 
but ſecond my on.. 

_ His friend being much uche even 
to tears, at this (ho could forbear? I 
could 8 n a moſt e ae an 
he ſaid Dans 9 2 

„Keep thoſe; tears. 72 thyſelf... 1. 
have undone thee. Doſt weep for me ? 
Hs That's 
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| Thirs cruel.” What can pain me more. 


Here his friend, en en 1 


would have leit him 


No, ſtay. Thou Gill-nay'ſt hops 3 


ne un W. Ie madly have 


I talked? How madly haſt thou liſtened 


and believed? But look on my preſent 


ſtate, as a full anſwer to thee, and to 
myſelf. This body is all weakneſs and 
pain; but my ſoul, as if ſtrung up by 
torment to greater ſtrength and ſpirit, 
is full powerful to reaſon; full mighty 
to ſuffer. And that, which thus tri- 


umphs within the jaws of mortality, is, 
doubtleſs, immortal. And as for a deity, 


nothing leſs than an AGONY: e 


inflict what I feel.?“ 


I was about to con — 1 baſe 


| ve, involuntary confeſſor, on his aſſert- 


mg the two prime articles of his creed, 
extorted by the rack of nature; J n 


No; 


| * thus, yery e 


- 1 
X . > = 
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No, no let me ſpeak on. have 
not long to ſpeak . My much4njured 
friend! my ſoul as my body lies in 
ruins; in ſcattered f 


ray. Didſt chou feel half the mountain 
that is on me, thou wouldſt ſtruggle 


with the martyr for his ſtaxe; and bleſs: 


heaven for the flame; That is not 
an everlaſting lame; that! is not an un- 
quenchable fire. 

How were we ſtruck? yerſbou ie, 
ſtill more. With what eye of diſtrac- 
tion, what ©; face of gel he _ 

„1. My: eee PIES FIR. 17 
friends; my extravagance has beggared 
my boy; my unkindneſs has murdered 
my wife And is there another hell? 
Don! thou blaſphemed, yet moſt in- 
an | Gulgent 


ents of broken 
thought. Remorſe for the paſt throws 
my thought on the future. Worſe. 
dread of the future ſtrikes it back on 
the paſt. I turn and turn, and find no 


—— 
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dulgent Lord God! Hell itſelf is a re - 
fuge, if it hides me from thy frown.” 
Soon after his underſtanding failed. 
_ His terrified imagination uttered horrors 
not to be repeated, or ever forgot. 
And ere the ſun (which I hope has ſeen 
few like him) atoſe, the gay, young, 
noble, ingenious, 9410 Nerger IR 
wretehed Altamont expired. ; 


bo... GALA Po XIII. 


And dF alt that carth or bear? n coul 25 give 


To make Ber amiable: 


. 


N. Lrox. 


OW ln dreadful-i is „Db, 
when it hurries away an affrighted 


and unprepared. foul from all the ſplen- 


dor and pomp of carthly greatneſs, from 
noble manſions; elegant gardens; beau- 


uful and extenſive parks; numerous 
attendants; large poſſeſſians; . and. all 


the bright circle of towering grandeur! 
GE, = Arne. muſt. [ leave. Hg 2-Curſe upon 


| — anni. 10 i my 
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the noble Publid, as ftretched upon the 

bed of acute diſeaſe, he lay ſtruggling 
with his fate, like a wild bull in the net; 
impatient and reſtleſs undet the hand of 
Omnipotence, as the untamed lion, in 
the toils of the Lybian hunter. Yes, 
Publio, thou muſt leave all theſe; and, 
proud and vain as thou haſt been of thy 


titles and honours; as much elevated as 
thou haſt thought thyſelf above thy fel. 


low mortals, thou muſt now at lengthex- 
perience that Death levels all diſtinctions, 
and ſtrikes at thee with as cruel uncon- 
cern as he ſtrikes at the meaneſt peafant | 
who toils in thy ſpacious fields. Why 
will men forget this obvious ttuth f 
ſurely if the noble would bear it in mind, 
it would be a powerful check mommy 

every motion of pride, and would in- 

ſtantly eruſh the leaſt tumor of elation. 
If we look to this world only, how 
MO are the advantages which the 
g great | 
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great and wealthy enjoy t how infinitely 
ſuperior to thoſe which the poor and 


mean can attain? But if we lobk be- 
yond che preſent ſcene; nay, if we look 
only to the parting moment, * how great 
advantages have the poor over the 


wealthy? Poverty denies to men the 
enjoyment of almoſt every thing which 
the rich call convenient and comforta- 


ble; much more of what they call ele- 
gant and pleaſurable. But poverty diſ- 
engages the affections from this tranſi- 


tory ſcene, and depriving men of the en- 
joyment, renders them indifferent to the 


continuance of life. He who has no- 


thing to leave behind him, muſt be ſup- 
poſed to quit the ſtage with infinitely 
leſs regret than he who is ſurrounded 
with every thing that can elevate” the 
deſires, or delight the heart” of man. 


Now if we were ſteady to our Chriſtian 


Principles, and fixed in our purſuits of 
the bleflings of eternity, doubtleſs, in 


this 


*;. 
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this view, poverty; would be 0 . 
from being ever eſtemed an evil. 

But let us not conceal the uuth r 
there? is often more of envy andchagrine 
in our ſtrictures on wealth and greatneſs, 
than real contempt of theſe idols, than 
true Chriſtian renunciation of them. 
And it is to be feared; that our remarks 
reſpecting their poſſeſſors, are frequently 


ſtretched beyond the line of truth. It is 


a point of which long experience and 
cloſe obſervation have left me no room 
to doubt, that the great are not the Haps 
ty mean, that ſincere felieity, and an 
exalted ſtate, have no natural and neceſ- 
ſary connection. Yet am T equally fa- 

tisfied that the poor are not the happy; | 
If the diſturbing and higher paſſions 
moleſt the repoſe of the former, the 
chagrining and vexatious paſſions fuffi· 


ciently ruffle the quiet of the latter. In 
great goodneſs and condeſcenſion to his 


n the all-wiſe diſpoſer of things 
hath 
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hath made happineſs peculiar to no ſtate, 
and attainable in all. It is a plant which 
will thrive: in every ſoil, though ſome 
may be more kindly to it than others: 1 
have ſeen it blooming in all the verdure 
_ the moſt flouriſhing palm tree: In 
the ſplendid palace of the noble: J have 
feen it freſn, beautiful, and fragrant in 
the lowly dwelling of the peaceful and 
yt contented cottager. For the true Chriſ- 
van is the happy man; and he who is 
indeed a Chriſtian, will find peace and 
Joy whether in the cottage or the palace. 
What could have deprived the gay, 
the young, the noble, ingenious, and 
moſt accompliſhed Altamqnt, of hap- 
pine(s ſuperlatively pleaſing; had he but ſel 
known and practiſed that divine religion fee 
whoſe excellence is ſufficiently marked ma 
by the name of him who revealed it,— IF hin 
the eternal Son f God? Every earthly, full 
bliſs crowded around the noble young / 
"m—_ ſedulous to preſent ieee of t 
and 


DDP 
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and anxious to offer their ſweets to his 


hand. Elegant manſions, highly fur- 


niſhed with all that art could beftow; 
were ready provided for him; parks 
beautified with the fineſt lawns and moſt 
extenſive proſpects ſtretched themſelves 
around him, ample eſtates were in his 
poſſeſſion, ſufficient to ſupply every ne- 
ceſſity, and ſufficient for the calls of 
magnificence, liberality, and charity; 


and Heaven had bleſſed him with a mind 


capacious of the largeſt enjoyments; 
with ſenſe equal to the moſt elegant re- 
finements. Happy peculiarity—Hea- 
ven had bleſſed him too with a bride, 
whoſe virtuous endearments were them- 
ſelves ſufficient to have conſtituted per- 
fect bliſs; and in whoſe love ſcarce a 


man exiſts, who would not have thought 


himſelf amply crowned wt his bun 
full content! 


— 


Ah! wretched Mis . wank 
of that chriſtian virtue which alone will 


feli- 
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felicitate, robbed thee of the enjoyment 
of all theſe bleſſings, and brought thee 


in early youth to a deſpairing death; thy 
ſoul undone, thy fortune ruined, thy 


| wife. broken-hearted, and thy orphans 


beggared | ah vain and worthleſs nobi- 
lity} what availed to thy miſerable re- 

mains, the nodding plumes and the eſ- 

- cutcheon'd hearſe, with all the pomp of 

funeral ſolemnity! Here thou lieſt 


maouldering in the velvet-clad coffin; 
aud IJ, ſo much beneath thee in ſtation, 


can weep thy ſad fate, and commiſerate 
thee, thou fallen "os of greatneſs !_ - 
Oh ye nobles of the earth, conſider and 
de wiſe. Nobility, without virtue, is but a 
poliſhed ſhaft, more quick and keen ty 
 deftroy ; adorned with Chriſtian faith, 
tis a coronet of gold, graceful and ho- 
nourable to the brow; it will dignify 


Jou in time, and add honour to your 


un honours in eternity. 
NN | 80 
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So thought the incomparable Lady, 
whoſe: ſad: relics I view with joy, and am 
tranſported to find in this doleful vault 
an infeription like the following, over 
her honoured remains. Let us peruſe 
15 and leave it to our reader's reflections. 

Here reſts the body of Maxx, 
Counteſs of „Sc. who departed 
this life, Sr. wh it were unpardona- 


her juſt character will hag like flattery, _ 
and N eber rege Ee r my 
as . comdiriby; of: ble ſhe was a 
bend her ſex ; appeared miſtreſs of 
thoſe peculiar qualities which were re- 
quiſite to conduct her through it with 
honour, and never failed to exert them 
in their proper ſeaſons; to the utmoſt ad- 13 
vantage. | 
She was modeſt Fg echte, 
0 i caſy without levity, and reſerved without 


pride. 


3 g 4 
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ble to lay down in filence, and of whom m 
tis difficult to ſpeak with juſtice. For 
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pride. Knew how to ſtoop without fil 
ing; and to gain people” 8 pen t een 
out leſſening their regard. © 109 (1 
She was careful without Aueh fw 
| out! without: parſimonyz not at all fond 
of the ſuperfluous trappings of greatneſs, 
yet abridged herſclf of erm wich 
= quality required. 5 


She was a fairhful” member of the 


Church of England. + 
„ "IRE piety waeren, hectare 
univerſal. 
She found herſelf: re widow: in the be- 
ann of her life, when the tempta- 
tions of | honour, ' beauty, youth, and 
pleaſure, were in their full ſtrength; 
yet ſhe made them all give way to the in- 
tereſt of her farnily, and meme ord 
— to the matron's part. 
The education of her dere en- 
a grolſed all her care; no charge was ſpa- 
red in the duroh of their minds, 
nor any pains in the improvement of 
their fortunes, - In 


$4 
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Ina a word, ſhe was truly wiſe, =rbuly 
honourable, —and truly good. 
More can ſcarce be ſaid; and yet he 
who. ſaid this, knew. her well, and i is well 
aſſured that he has ſaid nothing which 
either veracity. or oe ſhould oblige | 
uu WPI 1 
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What ib vue wade in wealth, or foar "aides ; 
Earth's higheſt fation ends in, (t Here be lies,” 
And 6  Duft to 4 5 concludes ber nablef eng. 


| Youne. 

PROM the dc Far reſt the 

precious remains of the great and 
noble, I aſcended into the Church,” and 
was neee led to that part of the 

8 The Reader may be afured & the gra unh 


of what is here delivered; as this character waspen- 
„ned by that excellent prelate Dr. hgh, formerly 
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ſacred edifice, which is dedicated? to the 
memory of theſe illuſtrious perſonages ! 
What ſuperb "monuments ! what elabo- 
rate decorations ! what pompous: 1n- 
ſcriptions! What high ſounding epi- 
ate one would imagine from a pe- 
ruſal of theſe, that all the ſons and 
daughters of this noble houſe, like thoſe 
mentioned in another ſacred place, were 
valiant and virtuous! but alas, even 

_ Tombs are taught to flatter and tolye. 
lo ſtrong is the deſire of pre- emi- 
nence in the human breaſt : we with to 
preſerye it even in death. In ſome reſ- 
pects it may be well to preſerve it: But 
what vanity can be ſo truly contempti- 
ble, as that which aſſigns a large ſum of 
money to the erecting a ſplendid monu- 
ment, ſerving to perpetuate only the e- 
rector's folly and pride! let the truly 
virtuous and the truly good, the friends 
to ſociety, and the ornaments of reli- 
Sion, be e in death: for the 
reſt, 
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reſt, whatever titles they bear, or ho- 
nours they boaſt, they are a mere num- 


ber only, — let them be conſigned to 9 
livion and duſt! 


What a foppery and falſe taſte Alco 4 
vers itſelf in ſome of theſe fantaſtic mo- 


numents before me, the emblems of | 


which it is more difficult to decypher, 
than the darkeſt ſhades of an allegoric 


neſs glare in others! methinks I am 
tranſported, by ſome inviſible power, 
while I gaze, from a Chriſtian church 

into one of the heathen temples; for 
their deities crowd around me, ſculptured 
with all the pride of art, while I can 
diſcern a Medallion only of him to whoſe 


memory the monument is conſecrated ! 


it looks as if the noble dead had re- 
nounced their dependance upon Chriſt 
and his Goſpel; and returned to the. 
wok, of thoſe heathen divinities, int? 
"BY. whoſe.” 


— 


poem! what | abſurdity and prophane- 
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whoſehands they _ mar thei | 


1 fame. 


But while 1 turn . with Aiſeaſt 
Engin (theſe fine but miſapplied ef- 


eren. elegantly- ſimple mo- 
nument ſtrikes and delights me. It is 


the ſtatue of the late Duke of * *. 
Its finiſhed in the higheſt taſte; it af 


fords the moſt exact reſemblance of his 
perſon; the poſture is the moſt natural 


and eaſy; proper for the place, ſerious 


and con templative: It is raiſed on a plain 
but beautiful pedeſtal; there are no fan- 


taſtic decorations; the inſcription con- 


tains nothing more than the name of 
this worthy nobleman, the date of his 


birth and death, and the detail of his 
illuſtrious iſſue. There needs no more; 


his virtues live in the faithful memory 
of his friends and of his country; and 
time itſelf cannot obliterate the impreſ- 


ion, which his beneficence hath made on 


the hearts of mankind. But could time 
efface 
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eee nies erſally 
forgotten 5” yet will they be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance before God, the e- 
ternal rewarder of thoſe who live to 


Such actions in life will (mooth the 


oy eaſy,” but j Joyful!“ * 


this animated fatue, T can fancy its no- 
ſeen him, and imagine T hear him thus 


is grandeur, and learn to think nothing 


e; Worcat in mortality! nothing can be 


truly great which is uncertain; nothing 
truly good which muſt ſhortly have an 
end. Ere while I flouriſhed in all the 


on rerdure which human exiftencecan boaſt. 6 
e High in birth, high in honours; digni= 


ce N bed 


ble original before me, as I have often 


addieffing me: See the end of human 


| 
do good; who make the bleſſings 


rouchlafed to them by Providence; tlie 
exalted means of felicity to others. 


rough brow of death, and render the de- * 5 
parture from Honours'and opulente not '- P5204 


 Methinks; as 1 0 oontemplating 15 


8 the truſt repoſed in me. When 


30 — Ds urn. 


N the royal favour; aboun ng 
in wealth, and of conſequence courted 

and flattered by the univerſal voice of 
men! In his elevated ſtate I forgot not 
my ſelf : I remembered that I Was a 
man, that L Was to give an account to a 
ſuperior tribunal, and chat my Puniſh- 
ment or reward would be in proportion 


dbberefore the ſqlemn ſummons came, 
when I heard the alarming voice. 
Thou muſt die! I was not confoun- 
ded, though impreſſed with awe ; com- 
mending myſelf to the father of mercics, 
I reſigned kis earthly favours with com- 
placence and thankfulneſs, inhapyy bope 
of a future and better ſtate! 
Had my conduct been the e of da 
this, what ſhould I have gained what tra 
ſhould I not have loſt! for my pomp 
and power could not have arreſted' the 
ſtroke of death, which would have pier 
Ke ed heart with was inexpreſlbls 
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as ſeparating me from all things deſira- 
ble below, and removing me to a world 
where J had neither hope nor deſire! 
Then might this melancholy ffatue well 
ſtand as a repreſentative of my afflicted 
ſoul ! revolving with ſorrow the paſt en- 
joyments, and looking witha wiſhful eye 
to that manſion, and that lovely park, 
which once I ranged with 1 ach plea- 
ſure, then for ever denied to my 
hapleſs feet Mine was a better 
choice: the ende of death 
taught me wiſdom ; for they e 
member death will aſſuredly be wiſe. N 
This is an important truth : The a- 
buſe of life proceeds from the forgetful- 
neſs of death; when men fix their ſtan- 
dards upon earth, and vainly propoſe this 
tranſitory” ſcene as the end of their be- 


— 


errors and evils are the conſequence! 
what fearful diſappointments here, and 
what horrid 28 rag hereafter ! — 


* 
1 *Þ a" 
= 6 — — 


ing, and the object of their love, what 


en 
K enten 
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This was the caſe wich the famous Car- 
A e of the noble houſe of Beaufort, 
| a who, much unlike that amiable noble- 
man, whoſe character we haye been con- 
j ſidering, remembered not that wealth 
5 1100 and greatneſs were inſigniſicant and un- 
„ ap ailing to ſtay the hand of death; and, 
1 that, gained by indirectneſs, they prove, 
A .1n concluſion, a never-· dying worm to 
ie diſtracted conſcience. When there- 
| - fore, as hiſtory informs us, he was ar- 
reſted in mid career, and all the terrors 
af death were marſhalled in horrid array 
before him, thus he complained, and 
thus vented his afflicted: ſoul to his 
HR friends. weeping around And muſt 
ien dief will not all my riches ſave 
me? I could purchaſe the kingdom if 
- that would prolong my life, What! is 
tere no bribing. of death? when my 
nephew the Puke of Bepronp died, I 2, 
ey: my ons; nad my authority 
EV vhs br greatly K. / 
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Gloucefter's death raiſed me in fancy 
to a level with kings; and I thought of. 
nothing but accumulating ſtill greater | 
wealth to purchaſe at length the ws 
crown!” alas! how are my hopes 9 C 
pointed! wherefore, O'my friends, let 
me earneſtly beſeech you to pray for 75 
and recommend 5 Ne ck Þ foul 
GHOTE EE 0 


* Cardinal Feeufirr was 4 ley ent he 
was the ſon of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſſer, by 


his third wife Catharine Swinford: he was cm. Tok 


monly called, the rich Cardinal of Winchefter; He 

died in 1447. Sbaleſpear, who generally preſerves 
hiſtorical truth very exaQly, in his ſecond part of 
Henry the VIth, hathgiven us in lively colours, ade- 
ſeription of the CardinaPs death, with which, Iam: 


perſuaded, my readers willbe e W 
I ſubjoin it here: OM 


Scene the — G 


Enter King Henry, Saliſbury, and Warwick, ' „ 
_ Cardinal in bed. 


R. H. How fares my lord? ſpeak, Braufort, to thy 
ſovereign. avs EPTR | 
13 cd If 
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greatly increaſed; but the Duke f 
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moſt ſacred duties of humanity, he died 


cue If thoubeeſt death, Pl give thee England's 


£ Where death's approach is ſeen ſo terrible! 
Mar. Beaufort, it is thy ſovereign ſpeaks to thee. 


murder he was ſuſpected, 


5 Enough to purchaſe ſuch another iſland, | 
So theu wilt let me live and feel no pain. 


- *Thatlays ſtrong fiege unto this wretch's ſoul, 


22 N Gag 4 ; 2 ao . 
. us 4. 
n 3 n a 
8 * ef L . * 
L . * 
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bo Oh, what an end was this! what a- 
vailed it this unhappy great man, that 
ſacrificing to his ambition ſome of the 


oo poſſeſſed 


K. H. Ah! what a ſign it is of evil life, 


AD Takes. at. Br - Ado one eld nn ae... 


Card. Bring me unto my trial when you will. 
Dy'd he not in his bed 7 where ſhould he die ? 
Can I make men live whether they will or no ? 

Oh torture me no more, I will confeſs—— 
Alive again? then ſhew me where he is: 

Pll give a thouſand pound to look upon him.— 
He bath no eyes, the duſt hath blinded them : 
-Comb down his hair: look, look; it ſtands upright 
Like lime twigs ſet to catch my winged ſoul. 
Give me ſome drink, and bid th' apothecary 
Bring the ſtrong poiſon that I bought of him. 

K. H. O thou eternal mover of the heavens, 

Look with'a gentle eye upon this wretch | 

Oh beat away the buſy meddling fiend 


> 


2 


And from his boſom purge this black deſpair. 
* Meaning the Duke of Glouceſter, of whoſe 
1 War. See 


” 4 * * GG 
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poſſeſſed of a ſum, ſuperior to what, 
perhaps, any ſubject before him had poſ- 
ſeſſed! What availed it, that amidſt 
the terrors of death he conſigned: large 
ſums to charitable offices! and leaſt of 
all, what could avail the ten thouſand 
maſſes which he ordered to be ſaid for 
his foul! Heaven is not to be purcha- 
ſed with gold, nor the favour of God to 


tion was not per fected by ſuch corruptible 
things, but by the precious blood of Chriſt, 
as of a lamb without blemiſh and without 
ſpot!. and he vcho after an evil life, thinks 
to conciliate tlie regard of the Moſt. 
Mar. Seehow the pangs of death domakehim grin. 
Sal. Diſturb him not, let him paſs peaceably. _ 
K.H.Peace to his ſoul, if God's good pleaſure be! 
Lord-cardinal; if thou think'ſt on Heaven's bliſs; 
Lift up thy hand, make ſignal of thy hope. + 
He dies, and makes no ſign, © God forgive bim. Fa. 
War. So bad a death argues a monſtrous life. 
K. H. Forbear to judge, for we are ſinners all 


Cloſe up his eyes, and draw the curtains round, 
And let us all to meditation. K 


14 High 
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- High by donations and maſſes, dies in a 
miſtake as groſs and fatal as that where- 
in he liyed. Indeed, to the honpur of 
11 Proteſtant chk: we muſt obſerve, 
LL that this moſt deſtructive of all errors is | 
ſeldom ſound within her pale, at leaſt, | 
in compariſon with its frequeney in the t 
1 Romiſh church; where the religious or- 2 
ders are led to deceive even the ſouls of M 2 
dauying men, for the ſake of accumulating MW 0 
wealth to their own ſocieties! Shocking h. 
and dreadful! how contrary to the te- t 
nor of that Goſpel, by which we are a- t, 
be 

ho 

prz 


ſured, that the truly humbled heart, and 
penitent defire, the lively faith, and un- 
diſſembled ſorrow can alone recommend 
us to the Father, through the merits and fn 1 
interceſſion of the only begotten Son af 
Before I conclude this chapter, let me N as 
point out to my reader a noble peni- IF iniq 
tent of the Proteſtant communion, as 
a contraſt to this Cardinal of the church 
of Nome The Can of Rocheſter, 1 
1 


|  RuytzcTIONS ox DeaTh. | N 
mean 3 whoſe life was defiled with every 
vice, but whoſe death was Uiſtinguiſhed | 
by the moſt exemplary repentance—a. 


repentance not ſhewn by merely external + 


gifts, and the appointment of repeated 


maſſes for his ſoul; but by inward con- 


trition and real fortow for the paſt—by- 
a deſire to undo all the evil he had done, 
and to ſtop the current of all the mi- 
chief which unhappily owed-1ts ſource to 
him ;-—by an uafeigned application to 


the only Redeemer, and a fixed reſelu- 


tion to amend bis life (if that life ſhould: 


be ſpared). and to be as: exemplary i 1 
holineſs, as he had been infamous in the: 


practice of vice. — This is. true tepen- 


tance: and ſuch a penitent Chrift will | ; 


aſſuredly redeem, as well from the guilt. 
as from N of all his former., 
niquities. 


5 ; fleftions with diſdain, and will not, can- 


Cries; I cannot endure the voice of this 


1 ans ne dennen. 


EE 1 
Wal CHAP. xv. 


3 . pbyſeck, u — 

4 Expoſe thyſelf to feel what wretches feel, | 
That thou may ſt ſake the ſuperflux to them, 
n the Apen more juſt. Shakeſpear. 


IGH i in health, and recumbent on 
the downy breaſt of proſperity 
and indulgence, Securus rejects our re- 


not bear to hear of Death, the cruel 
ſpoiler of all his circling comforts ! « A. 
Way with the melancholy train, he 


gloomy contemplative. Let him not 
approach to diſturb my repofe, nor like 
the hoarſe and ill boding raven, croak 
his fatal admonitions in my ears.” Ab, 


miſtaken mortal, what troubles art thou lan 
treaſuring up for. a future moment ! A 
10 


. Pity him. Heaven, b has no pity for 
N | | himſelf! | 


R 
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1 mſelf}- we will leave him then; "the! 


And intreat ty atteridance, Oh ferions 
and Chriſtian reader, (who art not afraid 


to view theſe mournful but inſtructive 0 


ſcenẽs) to the fick, the dying bed of the. 
Poor man, © no that we take viſited to- 


gether the 1 ault of the noble. 


I thou art 7c: perhaps thou haſt ne- 5 : 


ver been called to ſo fad a ſcene, a 
the fight of 1 it, \ will teach thee: content: 
If thou art poor, it will affect thy heart, 
_ lead thee te a ſeridus concern for fu- 
turity;; | that "both: temporal and eternal 
eyils may not be tliy deplorable lot! 
Come then, and let me lead thee up 
theſe parrow and miſerable ſtairs to the 
wretched® "apartment, hither I was. ere 


while led, and Where tlie f poor man lies 


languiſhing on the bed of emaciating dif- 
caſe) Seeſt thou this diſmal _dwelling, 
foul, gre, (qualld !- NO, Oo 


Hear, 


- 


> to] nnn ox Dar 


„Hear, the wind whiſtles through, the 


{ matter d caſement, iI defended hy vile 


rags and darkening pa ſure Ok of 
3 ben) and diftreks | ah 


- 
"8s 


"Seeft thou that wretched dect, pale 


bg "af meagre, with haggard ſtaring, eyes, 
e and beard unſhaven, ſtretched upon thoſe 
oc ks, N ich not a curtain round him, 
and wih ſcarce a cover to conceal. 25 
: waſted body... ” [34 


Turn round Ig. view up n the floor 


z miſerable heap of tatters. It 


is the bed of two poor children of this 


afflicted ſufferer !. and this, this place of 
woe, is the only habitation which re- 


Ceives and hides the heads of theſe chil- 


dren, with their mother and himſelf! ſ: 


That woman, bathed in tears, and clothed 
in the garments: of poverty, is the wife, 


£ is the mother of theſe children, that huſ- 


* 91 Ang fill more hap- 
&ſs mother e 


— 


8 . 
ö \'But 
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7 „ 5 N 


” oN W ty, 


Zut though narrow: this à 1 . 
| though offenſive and foul; it would welt ue! 
ſuffice,” and be but little complained o,, 


did not want, eruel want here too fix 9 | 
her abode; could tfie mother ſupply. + 


the importunate demands of her hungry. © © 
children, or alleviate the nn ſuf⸗ wf | 
ferings of her oppreſſed: huſband: U . 
alas! the pariſh: withholds relief. from q 
aliens to its rights; and how ſhall the 42 
charity of the beneficent find out in 4 vx 
their populous, . eee reverains aha» - 
tren and unknoẽon n! FIN 
Nay but even poverty ieſelf, with all: 
its dire neceſſities, might be borne, —- 1 
well, very - well, if dependance upon Gd 
was found in che heart; if heavenlx 
hope dwelt in the breaſt; if thete was 
any proſpe& of an happy iſſue; when: 
all: theſe moumful 9 overpaſt, 
and the ſoul ſafely landed on a future 
and fortunate ſhiore] but for this we 
enquire. in Wan from the want of it 
1 | | Proceeds | 


\ ee 
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. far the greater part of theſe e- 
vils: When I came to talk with Ber vo, 


(fo call we this poor man) concerning 
his ſoul; his faith, his hope, and future 
expectations; he fixed his eyes upon 
me with the moſt unutterable concern, 


: and dlevating his emaciated hand, figh- 


— 


ed, „ Alas! alas! Sir, lure L ſhall-reco- 
ver” „ But if you ſhould not, as God 
1500 there appears but little proba- 
bility what then? what ſays your con- 
ſeienee, and in What is your truſt? ©] 
cannot tell, he replied; I have not been 
fo good as I ought* but if T live, I wWill 
endeavour” to de better!“ I turned to 
his wife, to aſk ſomewhat of his man- 
ner of life; and to know! whether du- 
ring his long illneſs (for he had long 
been declining): he had ever ſhewn 
any concern for his foul; or whether 
ſhe had ever read to him for his in- 
ſtruction ? Weak and wretclied as he 
wee he a 972 y, with abundant acri- 
65: mony, 
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wants it moſt!” What greater ſhock 
could an humane heart feel, than to per- 


ceive a fierce altercation likely to enſue f 
between two perſons ſo mutually and 4 


deeply diſtreſſed! I interpoſed 
ſome authority; and endeavoured with 


alt my power to fet forth the dread ter- 
rors of futurity before the eyes of this. 


unawakened - ſinner, juſt, juſt about to 


launch — Oh nam its irreme- | N 


able gulf! tl 

He heard me with Wen bias I 
perceived at length a tear ftealing into 
his ſunken eyes, I have been miſe- 


rable, ſaid the poor unhappy object, all 
the days of my life ʒ and now I perceive | 
that I muſt be miſerable through all e- 


ternity too?” Upon hearing this, we 


could none of us refrain from tears. 


Oh who could refrain, to ſeè a fellow- 


creature lying in this exquiſite 9 


4, 4 * bi 4 a "—_— : 2 
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foul and. body. equally eſtranged from 
_eomfort; and eaſel Oh who could re- 


dais, to ſee one for hom (77 h dicd, 


© thus about to periſti, ignorant and hope- 
leis in a land w Ache glad tidings of 

tis Saviour are * en n uni- 

| verſally preached! 

Moved with compaſſion, I or 
adi to offer ſome: conſolation—the ut- 
moſt which I dared to offer: For alas 
how. can the miniſters: of Chrift exceed 
their. commiſſionz: how - ſpeak peace to 
_ _ thoſe with whom there is no peace? 
But my offers were unavailing; he told 

me, he had led a wicked and a care- 
leſs life, and now he found that the end 
of it was ſorrow and deſpair.” After 
every argument to arouſe and to conſole, 
F joined in prayer with him and his 
wretched houſfold:; and exhorting him 
o earneſt prayer, and fervent ſupplica- 
tion 125 en wike gory of our Lord 
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Jeſus Cbriſt, I left them, deſigning: on 
the morrow to renew my viſit. 

But from this melancholy. office I was 
proventhed by his wife, who came in the 
morning to inform me that he expited 
in the night; expired regardleſs, as it 
ſeemed, of all things, _ Kupid, -* / 
ſenſalels and unheeding. - 

And chus too often it 3 hat the 

miniſter is ſent. for when the ſoul is at the - 

laſt gaſp, when hope is given up, and Ka 

when all our endeavours, alas! are ineffi- £ 

cacious, as pouring water in a ſieve: Du - 

ring almoſt a twelvemonth's illnęſs, E- 

vo thought not of God, of repentance, 

of death. ” Juſt when the lamp of life was 

going out, juſt when the trembling ſoul 

fluttered on the verge of eternity, the 

alarm was given, and all was confuſion, _ 

diſorder, and diſmay. . His whole life 

was a ſcene of care, of toil, of diſcontent, 

and fin, Neglectful, wholly neglectful of 15 35! 

gion, his ſabbaths were paſſed 1 "rag 1 
ng 
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fling or drunkenneſs; the ſcanty pittance 
he gained by his labour, was too common- 
ly condemned, before it was earned; and 
his wife and children bewailed in hunger 


and want, their frequent diſappointment 


of his wages. Hence arofe brawls and 
- contentions at home; which rendered 
the little wretched lodging ſtill more 
wretched: - As no furplus was faved, 
his own, and the cloathing of his fartily 
was ſeldom ſuperior to rags ; and he hved 
without a friend to ferve, as he died 
without a friend to ſuccour or to pity 
him! Miſerable end of a miſerable ex- 
iſtence! Fearful poverty and'introduc- 
tion to ſufferings, far more fearful !— 
Good God! what is man! how terrible 
is it thus to paſs a few years in this vale 
of ſorrow, comfortleſs, deſpicable, aban- 
doned To know none of the refreſh- 
ments and delights of this life, and yet 
to forfeit all the delights of the future 
1 let me forbear making any reflec- 
tions, 
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tions, till I have ſhewn you the contraſt 


of Eceno, in a man of the ſame occu- 


pation and the ſame rank of life, whom 
alſo I lately attended upon his death-bed' 


—and would to heaven my latter 225 
may be like this ! 


To the Author of the be e on Deal. | 


STR, 


| Death is moſt dreadful to 4 Man at eafe 
in his poſſeſſſon. Of the truth of this we bave 
2 remarkable proof in Cardinal BZAUoRr. 
Your. account of this unhappy perſon was ex- 
tremely affecting and inſtructive: Permit me 
to add thereto. a few particulars concerning him. 


He was buried in the cathedral of Winchefter, 


with this LaTix inſcription over his grave; 
Tribularier fi neſcirem miſericordias tuas, ** D 

I not know the greatneſs of thy mercy, I ſhoulc 
be forely troubled.” Hiſtory informs us that, 
he was accuſed of poiſoning Huur nnz v, 
Duke of GLoucesTEr, but he prevailed with 
the king to grant him letters of pardon for all 
the offences he had committed, contrary to the 


ſtatute of proviſors, and the acts of promu- 


nire. _ 


HE wiſe ſon of 870 roberts: that 


the [26th of "July," 1437: He died the 11th 
tioned Duke Humrryxty, little more than 
dited, no leſs than 400,0008. to the priſons: of 


London. BeavrorT is repreſented. by ſome 
- hiſtorians as an arbitrary, ſupercilious, turbu- 


moſt faithful ee 
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This don, fays RyMB, is dated at 


W Bale, Ju, 1432, Fixe years: after 
Which, we are told, he procured another par- 
don under the great ſea), for all ſorts of ctimes 


whatever from the creation of *the -world to 
of Fune 1447, having ſurvived the above - men- 


twenty eight days: He left vaſt ſums to cha- 
ritable-uſes, and if HaxeseiEtD may be cre- 


lent prelate, yet they ſeem to agree that by his 
death, the king loſt one of his OK and 
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The 1 ee Jour A of Iife __ 
Through which the Saviour lead: us to our needss 
How wilful blind is be then, e "ah. it 
And hath it in bis power to male hit way? „ 
T bis world death's region is, the other liens *' 3 
And here it ſhow? d be one of our firſt „„ 
So to front death, as men ſbou d judge us abt 
For W men 1 ſee ay tbe Wicked taſte it. 
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Jr is common, v0 to Fan en ©: 1 
and ſtation in life, "urged/as an ex ; 
cuſe fox neglect of religion: to Obviate ö 
which, we have examples propoſed W us 
of ſincere and regular piety, in ever 
ſtation of life“. Thus we are enn, 
that religion is incompatible, W 0. 
+]: muſt be underſtood, that Iſpeakof the © honeſt © 
and allowable ſtations in life. There are /ome pro- © 5 
Hong, with which indeed religion is abſolutely. in- 


compatible ; and therefore if a man would ſave his 55 
ſoul, he muſt either ars wachen never thinkof "IE; 
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| " circumſtances; and of conſe- 
© quence, no worldly circumſtances can 
_. offer a ſufficient excuſe for a diſregard 
to it. The wretched EGgeno could urge 
his labour and poverty, but how inef- 
fectually? Look at his fellow-labourer 
| AM ard learn how weak and frivo- 
lous ſuch an apology. cd 
Mentor was of the ſame occupation 
with EdRNO worked in the ſame ſhop, 
and earned the fame wages. Mentor 
too was a married man, and had chil- 
dren. Thus far there was a ſimilitude: 
but in other reſpects, where can that 
fimilitude be found ?—Dihgent and 
punctual, Mentor was never abſent a 
day from his buſineſs, unleſs detained 
by ſickneſs or ſome neceſſary” avo- 
cation; ever found in his duty, while 
Koeno kept holiday, and waſted hisim- 
portant time in drunkenneſs and riot. 
- Fearing God, and anxious to pleaſe 


him, Mentor never refrained his feet 
from 


© l 
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from the church, and was a/regillar at- 


tendant at the ' bleſſed ſupper of the 


Lord; ſtrictly obſerving the ſabbath, 
and ſpending it as became a Chriſtian, | 


a huſband, a father: while E&tno's tem- 


ple was che ale-houſe, __ ur er | | 


only-oaths and impiety. 


mark the contraſt there alſo: you have 
viewed that of Ecexo—milſerable ſcene 
of poperty At Mentor's little dwel- 


ling all was neat, and clean, and whole- 


ſome. He had procured a ſmall houſe, 


with a good piece of ground, which he 1 


carefully cultivated with his own hands, 
when he returned from his work in the 
evening; often riſing an hour or two 
before the time of labour in the morn- 
ing, to do the buſineſs of his garden, 
and to take care of his crop, which 


paid him well for his toil His wife, 
induſtrious and chearful, contributed <p 
part with gladneſs; her children were 85 
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5 95 ever attends! thoſe ho delight to 


1 e bebe 
brought up, with every notion Sede 
to theix ſtation; and ſhe omitted no 


opportunity to aid her huſband's honeſt 


+, efforts by her. frugality and paits. An 
_ - aged mother. dwelt under the fame roof 


with them, and owed a comfortable ſub- 
ſiſtence to the e eee of her la- 
borious ſo or 

It pleaſed God to 8 the Us of 


this uſeful and . worthy, though mean 

and unnoticed man, to a happy length; 
for he lived, to cloſe his aged mother's 
eyes, and to pay the laſt duties of fi- 


Lial regard to. her. He lived to ſee 


two. of, his ſons, capable of main- 
__ taining themſelves in the world with de- 


cency. and comfort; and treading - diſ- 


. _ tinguiſhed felieity of a parent !—in the 
_ . ſteps of their father's ſobriety and vir- 
tue: ſons, to whoſe, care he could with 
_ confidence leave his wife, as theit religi- 


on had taught them, thata peculiar bleſ- 


honour 
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honour their parents, "and © 0 860 rock 
the cradle of declining age 

Ho pleaſing, how inſiruRive: to at⸗ 
tend the death-bed of ſuch a chriſtian 
Oh, ye great and ye vain, ye children of 
voluptuouſneſs and pomp, how doth the 
death-bed of ſuch a Chriſtian reproach 
your follies, and condemn your viſionary 
views!=on that bed 1 ſaw him! —true, 8 
no conſultation of phyſicians was held 
on his account; no damaſk decorated 
his apartrnents; no carpets his floors ; 
veſſels of filver and gold were wanting to 
convey the little nouriſhment he took: 
—but ah! what wretched comforters 
are theſe, hen the languiſning body de- 
cares ts fütal moment of eternal ſepa- 
tation from this world "approaching ! 
How much more excellent the conſola- 
ton ariſing from the teſtimony of an ap- 
proving conſcience! The more a man 
eaves Behind him, chern more rr . 

tc ann ee 10 * 
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he dies; to die is an eaſy matter to the 
Poor: and to a good man what matters 
it whether he die on a throne ir a dung- 
hill? The only misfortune at the hour 
of death, is to find oneſelf nahes. of 
the ſupports of true Religion! . 

Mentor was not. deſtitute of: theſe: ; 
Ki Ti am arrived, Sir, ſaid he, at that pe- 
riod for which I was born, 'and for which 
I have been long preparing: and bleſ- 
Fed be God, Ido not find any terrors in 
the approach of death! T banks be 10 God, 
who giveth us the Viftory, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt! Tam thankful to the 
good providence of my heavenly Father 
for all things but how ſhall I expreſs 
my thankfulneſs for his exceeding love 
in the precious gift of his ſon l. Oh 
What a ſupport is he to ſinful creatures, 
like us; in this hour eſpecially.) 'Bleſſed, 
for ever bleſſed, be God for his in kinn 
ble gift of redemption through the blood 
of the Lamb, ollered up for the fins of 

| the 


. A 


"_ 


REFLECTIONS ON De art; 195 


the whole world!” Rejoiced to ſee him 
thus triumphant over death, I congra- 
tulated his felicity, and remarked the 
vanity of worldly ſtations, when God diſ- 
tributes his ſpiritual favours thus free- 
ly to the low: as well as the high, to 
the poor as well as the rich. True, 
Sir, ſaid he, this is a ſweet reflection to 
the poorer and meaner ſort of us: it 
hath often refreſhed my foul, and ſtop- 
ped every tendency to murmuring and 
complaints, which are too apt to ariſe in 
our naughty hearts, at the ſight of the 
rich, and their plentiful enjoyments. 
And it was a pleaſing thought often to 


— 


divine and glorious Saviour ſtooped to a 
mean and toilſome employment, and 
condeſcended to work with his own ' 
hands; ſetting us an example, and thus 
alleviating, to the true Chriſtian, all the 
wearineſs of fatigue and daily pains. I - 
r of this has given 
K 2 | me 
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me bew life and ſpirits when I have been 


Ih _ almoſt worn out, and ready to fink down 


And when I have coni- 


with labour. 
dered all his loving kindneſs towards me, 
Which he has ſhewed in ſo many inſtan- 
ces, Ihave always with joy petſevered in 
my duty, and thought myſelf happy 
chat I had a being to praiſe and adore 
| him. And now my race is run, and 1 
am about to appear before the judge of 
all the earth!“ I doubt not, replied 
I, you will appear with joy, and be for 
ever bleſſed in his kingdom!“ 4 Thro 
Chrift I truſt T ſhall,” ſaid he; my only 
hope and reliance'is'on the precious Re- 
deemer ! for oh Sir, What am I, what 
have I, but from him—and alas! what 1 
have done is ſo imperfect and unworthy, 
that it cries for pardon only, not for re- 


Ward! can it be poſſible that any human 
being can talk of merit before God! 
Lord Jeſus, pardon the ſinfulneſs even 


of, my beſt and moſt holy fervibes, and 


and 92 waſh 
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waſh them clean in thy blood!” " But, 
obſerved I, though you depend hot upon. 


any thing you have done, nor appre- 


hend the leaſt merit or deferving in an 
of your works, doth it not give your 
ſoul good peace and comfort, when you 
look back, and remember, that you have 
done FR works, or rather, that you - 
have uſed your beſt endeavours to obey | 
all the laws of Chrif?” Oh yes, re- 
plied he, great, very great peace! 
without this I could have no peace at 
all: for without this what teſt could 1 
have of my on ſinserity, or how could | 
dare to expect any mercy from the 
Redeemer ? No, 1 bleſs him for enabling 5 
me, by his grace, to do ſomething { - 
would to God I had beer more diligent, 35 
and could have done more: without 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee him: 5 
laboured after it with all my might; and 
to the beſt of my node? m'y the. = 
e graci- ; 
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tfect what is wanting in me!! 

Hie added much more; but from this 
itn Reader may eaſily collect, how hap- 
py an end a man of ſuch juſt ſentiments 
muſt. make. He received: the bleſſed 


| Sacrament from my hands, and never 


did I adminiſter that ſacred viaticum t o 
a more elevated Chriſtjan. . I remember 
one paſſage in our converſation ſtruck 
me. Sir, ſaid he, though I had never 
any great learning, I have always been 
Pleaſed with reading; and from ſome 


book, early in my youth, I was taught 


to conſider myſelf as a pilgrim, appoint - 
ed to travel through this world to the 
other, where I was to remain for ever. 
This notion made a great impreſſion up- 
on me; and I ever afterwards uſed to 
conſider. myſelf as a traveller, and there- 
fore entertained no great hopes or fears 
reſpecting any thing below; but looked 
_ continually to the end of my journey, 

the 
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the happineſs'of which, 1 was earſinided, 
depended on my right management of 
myſelf during my ſtay here. And this 
thought was the oceafioh not only of 
much content to my ſoul, and of much 
peace and reſignation under every af- 
lichen and ine accident; but of my 
continued attention to duty, and of the 
exacteſt caution in my daily walking.“ 
Such was Mx rex: whoſe life and 
death: were equally amiable and em- 
plary.. What a contraſt to the wretched 
Eceno! What man but would wiſh 
to die the death of the former? then 
let him take heed not to lead the life of 
the latter. Yeſons of men, inthe hum- 
bler ſtations of life, read the important 
leſſon before you. Look at the exam- 
ples, and revolve their ends! avoid the 
vices of EN, and copy the virtues 


of Mrx ron, —ſo will you live in credit, 
and die in peace. 


K 4 | : And 
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And let us all remember, That 
every day of our life is, in the morning 
a blank leaf, whereon, during the courſe 
of it, we write, and in characters indeli- 
ble, all the actions of our life; let us be 
careful, then, that there be nothing im- 
pure, nothing baſe in them; that he, 
before whom they are to be laid, may 
read them with approbation. Let us 
live ſo, that we may never die! let us 
inſtantly ſet about it with all our might, 
before that tremendous ſound de given, 
Bm. et 73} 77 
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of the 


obedient ume they own ma/: 


my attended he d WY 
buſy the gay, 


kind, and contraſted every character, to | 
e euch more ſriking ; T intended 


* 


L 202 Reri.tcTrions ON D AT 7 


contemplated the great things which 
follow after, Judgment, 0 Mai and 
| Hell. 2 
But a en at which I was called 
laſt night to officiate, leads me to poſt- 
+ pone theſe reflections to a following 
chapter; that I may pay ſome tribute to 
the memory of an humble man, whoſe 
virtues deſerve to be had in honour, 
though his low ſtation denies him the 
loud applauſe of publick.celebrity.— 
But why ſnhould fame be the prerogative 
of greatneſs z. of worldly greatneſs and 
external ſplendor > Te do well, and to 
deſerve in every ſtation, is to be great, 
and ought. to obtain praife—and will 
obtain praiſe Ves, ye ſons of obſcu- 
rity, whom no titles dignify, whom no 
pedigrees ennoble but whofe virtuous 
actions are more uluſtrious- than either WM 
ves, ye ſhall inherit praiſe, as much MW de 
ſuperior to that which men, the world, he 
Wk time can give, as God, as heaven, fat 

al 
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as eternity are ſuperior to all theſe; This 
bright and bleſſed honour is not con- 
ferred” according to rank; or birth) or 
tirle; but to High and low, rich and 
Poor, the glorious price is held forth. : 
alike, and to him who doeth beſt and 5 
beſt deſerveth, ſhalb the beſt recompence MNce | 
be given. Vet one ſufe method to ob. 
tain this bleſſing, in that Kingdom} 
where all diſtinctions eternally cxaſe, is 
to act and ſive agreeably to thoſe diſs. 
tinctions and ſubordinations; ' which God 
hath wiſely" appointed upon earth! 1 
mean the ſure method to obtain God's 
favour, is toacquieſce thankfully in-that 


ftation of life, wherem he hath placed 
Us; and with entire ſubmiſſion, to dif. : 
charge fairhfully and uniformnly all the 
duties of it! e ee 5 
So thought che worthy min, whoſe 
decent funeral was laſt night ſalemnized: 
he had been / ſervant in a neighbouring 
lamily, above twenty years; and during 
; 5" I f that 
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mat time, had abundantly approyedhim- 
ſelf by the ſtricteſt fidelity. A rare ex- 

ample, when the depravity of this or- 


der amongſt us, is the ſuhject of uniyer- 
fal complaint, and the ſevereſt tax upon 


the domeſtic felicity of numbers! 
Though perhaps the cauſe! and the re- 


med: te evil are both to be drawn 


from other ſources, than thoſe, which 
are generally propoſed: to be cleaver 
rather from the heads of families, than 
from thoſe who act in menial capacities 
A prudeat and conſdientious maſten for 
the moſt; part makes-prudent and regu- 
lar ſervants; and it is from the increaſe 
of ſuch examples, that we muſt Seel 
improvement in our -attendants. './ - 
| Hetrucio, ((o call we the duet of 
our preſent chapter) was happy in this 
reſpect; happy in a maſtex, whoſe own 
life was regular, and whoſe- great cate 
was to diſcharge tenderly every duty, 
4 Sik rely dne, He was 
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mel recompenſed by. the love and':fides 
lity of his ſervants in general, hut of 
Hetruio in partieular. This faithful 


domeſtie bed: right notions! of Goch t; 


himſelf, and his duty. He murmured 
not at the inferiority and ſervility of his 


God: as ſuch he received it with thank- 
fulneſs, and lived in it with chearful 


own condition: he knew it was the will of 


3 | 


content: conſidering himſelf as the ſer- E 


vant of Chriſt, he acted always conſcien- 
tiouſly, as deſirous to pleaſe him, and not 
man only. Reflecting that the eye of 
God, it mot of lis maſter, was always 


upon him, he ſeated to neglect his duty, 


and thought it a poor excuſe for himſelf, 
if he could eſcape the notice of an earthly 
obſerver, white all his actions were mi- 


nutely ſeanned by him, who ſearches the 
ſecrets of the heart. Heuce he ſerved 


not a \a man-pleaſery but as"'the ſervant , 


Cod, in ſinglencſi of heart as unto Chriſt; 
mn eie vices * fer vant of 


4980p _ Chrift, 
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Chriſt, dning tb will "of C "from-the 

| Fear all his ſervice was done with 4 

good will, not with a moroſe conſtraint 

and ſourneſs, as 10 the Lord an 10 to 

. man only for he knew, and ever bore 
* in mind the comfortable truth, That 
whatſoever good thing any man doetb, the 
ſuame ſball be receive of the Lord, whirber 
et fre? + bay fg of 
In conſequence of theſe right weint 5 
aw Petrucio ever eſteemed: his maf- 
ter's intereſt, as eſſentrally connected 
with his own: and would! as ſoon have 
fuffered the extremeſt puniſhment; as. 
have joined in any colluſion to defraud, 
much more to have himſelf defrauded 
his maſter. It was his conſtant endea- 
vour to preſerve the ſtricteſt osconomy 
in every part of his truſt, and he would 
expreſs the higheſt wonder and deepeſt 
abhorrence at many of thoſe infamous 
aria, which, modern polite ſerine would 
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frequently adviſe him to practiſe, and 
to which tradeſmen, for the baſeſt ends, 
would oft attempt to allure him. 
Though I am in a ſtate of ſervitude 
upon earth, he would often ſay, I hope 
to be in a ſtate of freedom with God 
hereafter: but how can T hope for this, 
if Jam deficient in thoſe eaſy duties, 
which are required in my ſtation? For 
ſurely, when all the neceſſaries of life 
are found me, it is eafy to be juſt and 
faithful, honeſt and induſtrious - nay 
gratitude itſelf alone ſhould lead to this, 
for his fake, who provides ſo well for 
me; and who requires certainly that I 
ſhould repay all his expence with everx 
worthy and chearful, endeavour a 
on my part.“ 
We may vel delve that a rej: 
_ with ſuch notions, muſt be uniform and 
excellent in his whole conduct. And 
ſuch indeed was Petrucio. He re- 
In every order with hlenee and hur 
58175 |  mility : | 
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| mility: he executed every order with 


dQiligence and punctuality. He pre- 


tended not to be wiſer than his direct- 
ors; and he was a ſtranger to the odious 
malapertneſs, which is one of the diſ- 
tinguifhing qualifications of contempti- 
ble modern ualets. His long conti- 


nuance in the family had contracted 


in his breaſt a tender affection not only 
for his maſter and miſtreſs, but alſo for 
their children and relations: and at 
length their intereſt was become ſo pe- 

culiarly his own, that he joyed in all 
their Joys, WG ee f all their 
forrows. 
The fruitsof his fidelity ns 
fidence and eſteem of his maſter and 
miſtreſs; the affection of the family; 
the reverence of his fellow - ſervants; 
and a comfortable ſaving, on which he 
propoſed to live, if ever he ſhould have 


cauſe to quit the ſervice; and which, 
ir ag: it, he had the pleaſure to be- 
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queath to a widow. ſiſter and her chil · 
dren, whom ĩt reſeued from many diffi- 
culties, and placed in a happy man 
above dependance and neceſſity. 

During the time of inlaid hg 
frequently declared; that the tenderneſs. 
and regard of his maſter and miſtreſs to 
him, more than overbalanced the merit 
of all his former ſervices, and were an 
abundant recompence to him. For r- 
trucio had a generous mind, and was 
ſenſible of affectionate treatment. His 
maſter frequently every day viſited his 
lick room, and read and prayed by his 
W his miſtreſe with raue | 
took care to ſupply him e 
proper -nouriſhment. His humility a- 
lone could equal his gratitude and 


thankfulneſs on ſuch occaſions: and 


when upon his expreſſing his great ob- 
liga tions, his miſtreſs once ſaid, that 
$ - and much more than this, was 


due 
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due - or his faithful ſervices.” And 
that word, madam, ſaid the honeſt fel- 
low, with tears in his eyes, that word is 
a reward ſufficient for more aura 


times ſuch ſervices as mine. 
Thus died this uſeful wordiy:: man : 


3 to do all honour to him, his maſter 


buried him at his on expence, with all 
the decency and propriety conceiwable: 
ſix neighbouring farmers, tenants to his 
maſter, bore his pall; his maſter and 
miſtreſs walked as chief mourners; the 
reſt of the family attended in proceſſion, 
and had mourning given them on the 
occaſion; and fo great was the eſteem, 
in which this faithful ſervant was held, 
(who I ſhould have obſerved was the 
willing and joyful hand by which his 
maſter and miſtreſs diſtributed their li- 
beral charities)—that ſcarce. a dry eye 

was ſeen at his funeral: and his death 
5 funeral, I perſuade myſelf, have 
done more to reform the ſervants in 
* that 
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that part of the world, than twenty lec- 
tures to them could have atchieved. 
“See how Petrucio, though a ſervant, 
is honoured and reſpected! -was the 
general cry: and the general reaſon 
given on all hands was, Becauſe he 
was faithful, honeſt, and induſtrious.” 
And let ſervants, in conclufion, be 
told, that if they would obtain ſuch fa- 


your here, and ſuch recompence as Pe- 


trucio doubtleſs hath obtained, their 


only method is to go and do likewiſe; ; 


is to imitate his example; is to make 
their maſter's intereſts their own. The 


beſt motive upon which they can do 


this, is to conſider, that in ſo doing they 


ſerve the Lord Chrift, and may be aſſu- 
red, that, according to their fidelity, ſo 
ſnall they reap hereafter. For God is no 
relperar of perſons. 


. Ae ſubjoin to this chapter the fol- 


Jowin g excellent rules, which were ſent 
by 


i 
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by an unknown hand to the Chriſtian's 
| Magazine"; entirely agreeing with the 
- Gentleman” who | ſent them, That, 
if they were hung up in all kitchens and 
ſervants halls, (printed on a large ſheet) 
they would be extremely uſeful,” 
To the Paithful, Honeft, and Indeftrious. 
Good character is valuable to eye- 
ry one, but eſpecially to ſervants, 
for it is their bread; and without it they 
cannot be admitted into a creditable fa- 
mily : and happy it is that the beſt of 
characters 1s in every one's power to de- 
n | 
"6 Engage yourſelf cautiouſly, but 
ſtay long in your place; for long ſer- 
vice ſhews worth, as quitting a good 
Place through paſſion is a folly, which is 
always repented of too late. 
III. Never undertake any place you 
are not qualified for; for pretending to 
do what you do notunderſtand, expoſes 
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pyourſelf, and what is ſtill worſe, devtives 
thoſe whom you ſerve. ; 

IV. Preſerve your fidelity; for a 
faithful ſervant is a jewel, for whom no 
encouragement can be too great; 

V. Adhere to the truth, for falſhood. 
is deteſtable; and he that tells one lie, 

muſt tell twenty more to conceal it. 

VI. Be ſtrictly honeſt; for it is ſhame- 
ful to be thought unworthy of truſt. 

VII. Be modeſt in your behaviour; it 
becomes your ſtation, add is s pleaſing to 
your ſuperiors. | 

VIII. Avoid pert axfwch; for civil 
language is cheap, and impertinence 
provoking. 

IX. Be clean in your buſineſs ; for 
flovens and nuts are dige etui fer- | 
vants 

X. Never tell the affuirs of the farni- 
ly you belong to; for that is à fort of 
treachery, and often makes miſchief; _ - 

: | hes þ 1. 9, . Er but 5 
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but keep their ſecrets, and have none of 


your own. 
XI, Live Sand with your fellow 


| ſervatits, for the contrary deſtroys the 


peace of the houſe. _ 

XII. Above all things avoid drunken- 
nl 5 for it is an inlet to vice, the ruin 
of your character, and the deſtruction of 
your conſtitution. 

XIII. Prefer a peaceable life with 


derate gains, to great em with ir- 


regul 1 

XIV. Save your money, * that will 
be a friend to you in old age; be not 
expenſive in dreſs, nor marry too ſoon. 

XV. Be careful of your maſter's pro- 
perty; for waſtfulneſs is a fin. 
XVI. Never ſwear, for that is a ſin 
without excuſe, as there is no pleaſure 
in Wo: £5 
XVII. Be e ready to aſſiſt a fel- 
low-ſervant; for good nature gains the 
love of every one. 


XVIII. Ne- 
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XVIII. Never ſtay when ſent on a 
meſſage; for waiting long is painful to a 
| —_— and quick return ſhews diligence. 

XIX. Riſe early; for it is difficult to 
recover loſt time. | 

RX. The ſervant that os chariges 
his place; works only to be poor 5 for 
the rolling ſtone gathers no moſs. 

XXI. Be not fond of encreafing your 
acquaintance; for viſiting leads you out 
of your buſineſs, robs your maſter of 
your time, and puts you to an expence 
you cannot afford: and above all things 
take care with whom you are acquaint» | 
ed, for perſons are generally the better 
or the worſe for the company they keep. 

XXII. When out of place, be e 
ous where you lodge; for living. in a 
diſreputable houſe, puts you upon 12 
ing with thoſe that keep it, e in- 
nocent you are yourſelf. 

XXIII. Never go out on your o.] 
buſineſs without the knowledge of the 

family, 


5 N l 
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| family, leſt in your abſence you ſhould 


be wanted for leave is light: and re- 
turning punctually at the time you pro. 

miſe, eve n and 1 4 TO # 
ſobriety. 

XXIV. i you are diſlatiafied in your 
place, mention your objections modeſt- 
ly to your maſter or miſtreſs, and give 
a fair warning, and don't neglect your 
buſinels, nor behave ill, in order to pro- 
voke them to turn you away'z for this 
will be a blemiſh in your character, 
which you muſt: er e r the 
ſt 12 you _ 


* ” 2 * 
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CHAP. XVII, 


Faith builds a bridge acroſs the gulph m . 
To break the ſhock, blind nature cannot ſhun ! 
And lands thought ſmoothly on the farther ſhore. 
Death's terror is the mountain faith removes: 
That mountain barrier between man and peace. 
'Tis faith 1— deſtruction, and abſokves 
fro LIONS - morous charge the guilileſs tomb. 

5 YounG. 


Waun wrapt in the ſilence of 
the night, I take my ſolitary 
and contemplative walk in the church- - 
yard, with what a feeling concern do I 
reflect on the living world around me! 
How ſtriking the contraſt ! Here reft 
in quiet and peace the well-nigh forgot 

ten remains of thoſe who once filled 

buſy ſpheres on the earth! All thoſe 
diſtinctions which they ſo anxiouſly - 
courted, are now for ever done away : 
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all thoſe animoſities which they ſo warm- 
ly agitated, are now for ever huſhed 
and forgotten; and all thoſe complain- 
| ings and ſighs which they ſo mournfully 


uttered, are ſilenced for ever, and 


heard no more — Yet on the great 
theatre of the world the ſame parts are 
ſtill acting, the ſame ardour for place and 
pre- eminence; the ſame propenſity to 
malice_and envy; the ſame repinings 
and lamentations are found: as If ge- 
nerations preceding read no leſſons of 
inſtruction; as if men utterly forgot 
that their hour appointed was haſtily ad- 
vancing. 
Ob that they were wiſe, that they un- 
h derſtoed theſe things, that they would con- 
Ader their latter end! Benevolent wiſh ! 
for nothing ſo powerfully, ſo ſtrongly 
teaches, as a conſideration of that /atter 
end—which is of general concern, for 
every ſon of Apa is equally intereſt- 
ed! Can we reflect upon the day of diſ- 
1 ſolution 


1 
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ſolution approaching, when every ſublu- 
nary hope ſhall ceaſe, and every worldly 
project vaniſh as the ſhadow; can we 
ſurvey the ſolemn manſions of the dead, 
where the mingling duſt beſpeaks the 
folly of all earthly pre-eminence and ho- 
nour,—and yet purſue, with unremit- 
ted chace, the fleeting vanities of life : 
and yet indulge, with unrelenting hearts, 
the burning paſſions, which torture hu- 
man peace, and murder man's beſt fe- 
licity ?—Nay, and can it be poſſible that 
we ſhould look beyond the grave, and 
recollect that an exiſtence everlaſting 
awaits us, and not uſe every wiſe, every 
rational method to ſecure to our ſouls 
the comforts of that exiſtence, when 
name hath cloſed upon us, and we have 
bid an eternal adieu to all things here 
r Wl below ? | . 
for Thrice awful meditation! May its 
- WU powerful inſtructions deeply impreſs my 
foul !—Nothing teaches like death. Tis 

8 L 2 indeed 
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indeed the wages of ſin, and a fearful 
evil, we muſt needs allow it! But then 
it is a perſuaſive monitor, and ſuperior to 
all things, convinces us of, and leads us 
do combat and conquer ſin! | 
The ſting of death is fin! From 
_ thence we may plainly diſcover what is MW 
the grand remedy againſt its fear and its 
power to harm. Deſtroy fin, and deatlr MW +: 
becomes no longer formidable: he gan- c 
not hurt or annoy, for his ſting is taken 
away, But how ſhall we atchieve this 
deſirable enterprize, how deſtroy the 
ſting of death ? *Tis done, already done 
for us! Thanks be to God who giveth 1 
the victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 
Here then, thou trembling mortal, 
who art every day diſtreſſing thy feeble 
ſoul with the fear of approaching death 
—here behold the firſt and greateſt con- 
ſolation under it: * Faith in Jeſus 
 Chrift,” who through death deftroyed him 
* bad the power of death ; ; and will 
deliver 
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deliver thee from that fear of death: 
which all thy life-time hath kept thee: 
in bondage! Look to that triumphant 
conqueror, who died on the croſs, and 
lay in the grave, to ſanctify it for us: ſee | 
in his precious redemption a full par- 
don for all thy offences; and with the 
eye of faith ſteadily fixed upon him, thou 


alſo ſhalt triumph Over an enemy, alrea-- 


dy vanquiſned. 1 

This is the grand remedy againſt, 
and chief conſolation under the fear of 
death, © the knowledge and love of Je- 
ſus Chrift :” which properly underſtood, . 
comprehends every other conſolation. 
But that we may not be miſunderſtood; 
let us as a ſecond conſolation and remedy, 


recommend to the ſoul, deſirous of vic- 


tory over this fearful foe, an earneſt 
care to live a life of obedience: through 
that faith in Chrif,” which indeed with- 
out ſuch obedience will be found weak 
to ſupport the firm ſtructure of a joyful 


Woh hope. 
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hope. Live as you would wiſh to have 
lived when your anxious head is laid up- 
on the dying pillow : live as the Goſpel 
of that Saviour directs through whom 
alone you expect ſalvation; live as you 
are aſſured he will approve. The pro- 
ſpect of death will then animate your 
ſoul with fortitude and delight: You 
will wiſh to be diſſolved and to be with 
Chr 72 1 | _ $229 
There again we enjoy another conſela- 
tion, exquiſite and unſpeakable, under 
the apprehenſion of death! We ſhall 
be. with Chrift /” We ſhall live with 
him, and be like him! Like in purity 
and holineſs, and like him in happineſs 
too! Tranſporting thought ! Can 
death be eſteemed an evil—nay rather 
muſt we not welcome that as our greateſt 
good, which conveys us from a world, 
like the preſent, to a kingdom, where joy, 
and reſt, and nk 2 eternally ſur- 
round 
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round us — But of this ve ſhall teak 
more hereafter, A 
Another reflection which oath to 
abate our fears, and reconcile us to death 
is © the abſolute certainty, and unavoid- 
able - neceſſity of it.” Could our fears 
at all avail to prevent the ſtroke, or even 
to reſpite-it, they might well be allowed, 
ang ye ſhould have ſome plauſible rea- 
ſon to urge in their ſupport. But alas, 
the ſtroke is inevitable. Surely then it 
is our wiſdom to familiarize ourſelves to 
an event which muſt come ſhortly, and 
which, to render us ſtill more watchful, 
may come inſtantly. Claim ye then no 
more the character of rational, ye ſimple 
ones of the earth, who ftart at the 
thoughts of death, and uſe every me- 
thod which ingenious thought can de- 
viſe, to diſſipate and drive it from you. 
Lo, the moment comes, and utterly un- 
prepared, ye muſt ſtand before your 
God 5 yourſelves: and re- 
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being that death will come when 


it will come, review it in all its circum- 
ſtances, and learn, through Chrift, to 


we 


5 RS gain a happy victory over this dreadful 


© leveller of all human diſtinctions. 
And reflect of what will death de- 
prive you ? Not of being - which to us 
. muſt certainly be of all things moſt dear! 
No; the ſoul cannot ceaſe to be; it ny 
| changes i its circumſtances and ſtate 
Hut it ſeparates thoſe old and ‚ 
friends the body and the ſoul 5. And let 
us bleſs God for the ſeparation. For 
who can regret a ſeparation from that 
fleſh which is the ſeat of fin and of diſ- 
eaſes, and which, from both, hath fo 
frequently afflicted us with the moſt 
piercing diſtreſs! No; farewel to the 
body (we will ſay with joy) fince there- 
by we bid an eternal farewel to ſickneſs 
and fin! 
But death ſeparates us Gn this 
world! True; and it introduces to 
155 one, 
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one, unlike the preſent, where ſorrows 


and loſſes, difappointments and trials, 
ſhall never more be known. But it 


ſeparates us from our friends! —Afflic⸗- 
ting ſeparation! The tender heart 
mult bleed, and the affectionate eye can- 


not fail to drop a tear! Vet look for- 


ward, and beboldſee in the joyful 
realms. to which thy ſpirit is foaring—- | 


immortal and unalterable friends; , | 
ting thy glad arrival !-—aad perhaps 


thee an enrapturing welcome. Nay, yet 
a little while, and thou ſhalt receive to 
thy rejoicing embraees thoſe whom thou 
haſt left weeping in the vale of ſorrow !* 
Atmed with theſe conſolations, Who 
ſhall: fear the ſtroke of death? Who 
but muſt rejoice to relinquiſh this ſcene 
of trial and trouble, and to commit 
their ſouls into the arms of a Redeemer, 
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many already, many near to thy heart, 
have gone before thee, and will give 


way > died to ſave his people from their 
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fins: ofa Father, whoſe unwearied care 

is over all his works, and whoſe watch- 
ful providence extendeth to the minu- 
MI 4 7 teſt concerns of his creatures? In that 
c6hearing truth the ſou] muſt find com- 
fort, as under every trial and affliction, fo 
eſpecially when the moment of death ap- 

| proaches; which a child ſubmiſſive to 
the better will of ſuch a father Will te 
ceive with e and cont 

reſignation! ; . 

. ae arb Amt come; And 
after death, judgment, and a ſtate of bli/s 
or miſery unalterable, let us, like the 
wiſe virgins, keep our lamps always 
ready trimmed and burning, that we may 
never be found unprepared. And that 
we may ſtill be excited to a ſtricter 
watchfulneſs—let us contemplate thoſe 
great things that are to come hereafter ; 
let us now ſuppoſe ourſelves, as ſum- 
moned to appear before the Judgment- 
ſeat of God; and as about to receive 
28 the 
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5 We er, oe nine 


5 [= man alone, whoſe fate, whoſe fi final af ate. 


I think of nothing: elſe © I ſee'! I feel ii l. 
All nature, like an earthquake trembling round; 
| All deities, Bike ſummer's ſwarms, on wing 7 
All baſking in the full meridian blaze |: 
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be volume opemd | open'd ev ry beart ; 

I ſun-beam pointing out each ſecret thought | 
No patron ] interceſſor none ] now p 

The ſweet, the clement, mediatarial bout 

For guilt no plea : to. pain no pauf®,. no bound.” 

Inexorable, all ! and all extreme. 

RB Fa Nicur Tuouckrs, Night 9. 
d] ID our exiſtence end! with this 
life how little to be dreaded; yea, 

in many caſes; how: much to be deſired 
were death /” Bat our exiſtence doth- 
not end with this life; eternity is be- 
fore us; and. it is eternity which makes 
death of ſo much conſequence. How 
awful, how alarm ng is that repreſenta- 


tion which. the ſacred. aha give us: 
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angs on that hour, exclude it from his thought 2 


1 fee the Jud x inthrow'd | the flaming guard? | 
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of the ſolemn day approaching, white | 
is to determine our fate for this eter» 
nity! Let ns: contemplate the ſtupen· 
dous ſcene for who can dwell upon 
ſuch intereſting reflections without ſeri- 
ous thoughts, and heaven - directed reſo- 
lutions? The ſteady belief of a dame 
judgment i is ſufficient to make all men 
zealous m duty.. 1 
e doctrine of a 3 (OY be is: 
peculiar to the Chriſtian - Revelation. 
Hua reaſon could not diſcover. it; for 
human reaſon could not diſcover * the 
God of all the earth would be pleaſed to 
deal with his creatures, and with OY 
world which he hath formed for them — 
But in much merey, to animate and wa- 
ken our beſt de fires; the eternal Lord of 
all hath declared, that an endleſs andunal-- 
terable ſtate is reſerved for us; happy or 
miſerable, as we comply with, or refuſe, 
the terms of his covenant: and that upon 
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ous ſentence upon all; when thoſe who 
have done good ſhall go into life ever- 
laſting, and thoſe who have done evil i in- 
to everlaſling fire! 
Alarming, important truth ! What 
thinking creature can be indifferent to 
it! Picture the awful ſcene to your 
view: imagine yourſelf now called to 


er! Thouſand thouſands miniſtring un- 
to him, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand ſtanding before him! See 
that. earth, once the ſeat of all your cares 
and. fears, now wrapped in univerſal 
flame; hark, the heavens are paſling a- 
way with inſufferable noiſe ; the ſun is 
extinguiſhing; the ſtars have ſtarted 
from their ſpheres, and all this ſyſtem 
of created things is haſtening into ut- 
ter deſtruction! The trump, the awak- 


* — — — 
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a d appointed, he will paſs the righte- 


the bar of inviolable juſtice! there en- 
4 throned in glory unutterable, fits the 
ſovereign judge, the gracious Redeem- 


ening 
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ening trump hath ſounded, and all the 
dead, riſing from their ſepulchres, are 
ſummoned to W before the imparti- 
al judge! | 
Oh, terrible diſtreſs ! Where, where | 
ſhall we fly, if conſcience condemns 
us, and we dare not approach that 
impartial judge! In vain ſhall we 
call upon rocks to hide, or mountains | 
i ver us; rocks and mountains are 
themſelves diſſolving; they can give 
neither ſhelter for our heads, nor ſup- 
port for our feet! In vain ſhall we ſo- 
licit our friends to intercede; our 
friends will be then too deeply concerd- 
ed themſelves to regard the cauſe of 
others; and what, ah what could pa- 
trons or friends avail, when „ be cle- 
ment, the mediatorial hour“ is now ab- 
ſolutely paſſed and gone; and we have 
not made him our interceſſor, who would 
have been as mighty to ſave and reward, 
N now is to puniſh and avenge! 


What 
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That too will diſſembling profit us; or 
how can we expect to deceive him whoſe 
eyes are as a flame of fire, who pierceth 
into the heart's: inmoſt receſs? Who 

will lay open before us the whole vo- 

luume of our lives, and place in the uni- 
verſal view of all thoſe thoughts, and words 
and deeds of darkneſs, which in vain we 
ſecreted from the eyes of our fellow- 
ereatures on earth! for who can eſeape 
f the eyes of Qmniſcience ?: 3 
Caan tongue expreſs, can Weste e 
\the anguiſn which will rend our ſouls, 
- when: the dire ſentence of condemnation 
ſhall paſs a ſentence from his lips which 
breathe only mercy and love to the juſt; 
and which we deſpiſed, when calling 
us upon earth to him, with the moſt pa- 
thetic invitations; Come unto me, and I 
will give you reſt] Aggravating cir- 
. eumſtance!. We have abuſed his love! 
We might have been bleſſed, eternally 
| end an. now. the fatal moment is 
3 | Als, 
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arrived, &« Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſſ. 

ingsfire, prepared for the devil and his 20 

vs Hi the dreadful malediction! 
No, my ſoul, through this Redeem- 


er's never-changing love, we will hope, 


confidently hope, to avoid the horrors | 
of this extreme diſtreſs! And, oh, that 
every ſoul of man would, with ſuch com- 
poſed and ſolemn thought meditate up- 
that joyful ſongs of thankfulneſs | 
only might on that day be heard: that 
with humble truſt we might approach 
the Judge's throne, and find in him,. / 
not the Almighty avenger,—but the Fas 
ther, the Saviour, the Friend! 1 
| What can equal the goodneſs of our 
God! or what could we defire more gra- 
cious at his hands, than that he ſhould 
ſeat upon the tribunal of juſtice that ſon, 
that only begotten and beloved ſon, who 
once came to our earth, not to judge, 
but to be judged ; ; who died for thoſe © 
ſinners on whom he is now willing to 
confer an eternity of bliſs ! Hap- - 
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1 Happy he, who, convinced of this a- 
dorable grace, - looks continually. and 
ſtedfaſtly, with the eye of Faith, to that 
fe day when the Saviour ſhall come 
in the clouds Then hall his fears be 
IN | for ever removed, and all his anxious 
- doubts ſhall vaniſh as the ſmoke; then 
wich an accent of melodious ſweetneſs, 
with a look diffuſing love and joy ineffa- 


dle, the great/Redeemer ſhall welch 
bim, together with all thoſe who have 


been faithful unto death, ſhall. welcome 
| them at ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
"ther, ecerve the kingdom prepared for you 
the beginning of the world !—Nay, 
-he/* ſhall vouchſafe to enumerate thoſe 
general deeds of chriſtian benevolence, 
which. ſuch ſouls have performed through 
their faith in him: and not only enu- 
merate, but acknowledge them, as if 
they had been conferred upon himſelf, | 
Inaſmuch as ye did it unto the leaſt of 
theſe my WR ye did it unto. wine : 


. 


| 
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How forcible, how affectionate a motive 


to us, now in the day of pilgrimage, to 
be deligent, continually and unweariediy 


diligent in all ſuch acts and offices of 
love! Chriſt will accept them, our Re- 
deemer, our judge, our hope, and our 


all, will accept our tender charities to 


his members, and our fellow- creatures, 
will accept our works of faith and la- F 
baurs of love, as if we had been happy 


enough to have had an opportunity of 


performing them, even to his own per- 


ſon! And, publiſhing the grateful tid- 
ings to all around, he will allow us to 
partake of his triumph, and to enter, a- 
midſt his returning ſaints and angels, 
thoſe regions of glory and peace, here 
we ſhall live with him, and en ever- 
laſting happineſs. | 
But we will refer to our next Chapter 
what we have to add reſpecting the pe- 
culiar bleſſedneſs of that ſtate, and the 
i miſery reſerved for thoſe who 


know 
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know wr God, iid obo obey 600 bi Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who will be pu- 
niſbed with everlaſting deſtruction, from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of bis power, when he ſball be re- 
vealed from Heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance; and 
when he ſhall come to be glorified in his 

' ſaints, and to be admired in all them 
m who believe, in that day*. A paſſage! of 
' ſcripture which cannot fail greatly to in- 

- fluence thoſe who give it that attention 
Which its importance deſerves : for who 
can think of everlaſting deſtruction, from 
the preſence of the L ord, and the glory of 
his power, without an anxious deſire to a- 
void that deſtruction, the very terror of 
which chills the heart 


Proſtrate, my contrite heart I rend: 
My God, my Father, and my Friend I. 
Do not forſake me in my end! 
Lord Ro8G@MMON, 


& * 2 Tim. i. 7. , 
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nd theſe ſhall go away into 1 Aa 
ment, but the rity into life Jet Matt, 
XXV. 46. 


13 RNAL FO OW" "Eves | 
nal life! What awful words? 
What ſolemn ſanctions! Who can read 
them, and be unconcerned ? Who can 
think of them, and be indifferent to the 
momentous truths they impart? Were 
our exiſtence to terminate with the pre- 
ſent paſſing ſcene, indulgence might be 
laudable, and every ſelf-gratificadfon 
right. © Let us eat and drink, fo to- 
morrow we die: let us crown ourſelves 
with roſe-buds; let none of us go with- 
out his part of our yoluptuouſneſs ,” 
would then be the language of reaſon 
and truth. - But eternity before us 


* 


vm. n 


neee bleſſed, or conſummatell 


w retched ; 
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' Wretched and death every moment 
ſhaking his dart triumphantly over us, 
preparing to ſtrike once and ſtrike no 
more; — can it be poſſible that any rati- 
- onal being ſhould remain unſolicitous, 
and neglect to prepare for the impor- 

. tant realities of eternity, while chaſing, 
| with unremitted ardor, the fugitive va- 

nities offtime ! 

Yet, alas! many beings, ooull of 

| their faculties, and boaſting their ſupe- 

; rior reaſon—are found, are daily found, 

\ immersd in fin, and rivetted to the 
world; heedleſs of God, of themſelves, 

and immortality! uninfluenced by every 

motive of gratitude, unmoved by every 
argument of intereſt to obey the voice 

of Religion and Truth, and to ſecure the 
cternal ſalvation of their ſouls! Oh, that 
they would indulge one ſerious reflec- 
tion; that they would condeſcend a- 
while to meditate, with us, on the miſe- 
rable woe reſerved for thoſe who forget 


it | 
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their God :---on the inexpreſſible com- 


forts which they ſhall reap | in joy who 
love and ſerve him. 

Think then, my ie ee oh! 

ö think of that awful day of which we 
ſpoke before *, and imagine, if you can, 
the horror which muſt ſeize the ſouls of 
thoſe who hear the dreadful ſentence, 
Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fine 
Driven from the preſence of God, which 
is itſelf complete and perfect joy; driven 
from the habitations of the bleſſed, where 
ſongs of gladneſs are heard continual- 
ly: driven from the ſociety of thoſe 
beſt-loved friends, whoſe kind remon- \ 
ſtrances they would not hear on earth, 
and now---ah! fatal feparation—-now 
muſt never, never more hear or behold! © 
And driven thence——afſeravating cir- 

cumſtance ! even by the condemnation 

of that Lord of love, who, deſirous to bleſs 


and to fave, freely ſhed even his own 
BP | blood, 


E | In the laſt che 


; FE, > 3 : ph b 25 Sake a 2 
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| blood, and/as freely would' have given 
een YH 

And were not this, even only this ex- 

"pulfion from God, from Chriſt, from 

- Heaven---of itſelf a hell ſufficient ! Yet 

what horrors remain. behind? They 

| ſhall be driven into the lake which burn- 

| ab with fire and brimſtone, whoſe ac- 
| tual and inſufferable tortures ſhall ag- 
gravate the mind's inward horror. 
1 who can dwell with everlaſting burn- 
'? ings!'yet where, where ſhall one drop 
of water be found to cool the parched | 
tongues? who can dwell where - devils 
and condemned fouls ſhall mix their mu- { 
tual and inſulting taunts and upbraid- V 
ings; Where there ſhall be no ſociety, t 
0 
b 


but a ſociety in common accuſations, 
and where, eveljggentler paſſion expel- 
led, the tumultusas workings of de- b 


ſpairing minds ſhall miſeratily confuſe le 


and diſtract each other! 1 m 
There too the paſſions, which were he 


indulged 
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comeſevere tormentors, ever craving, yet: 

never finding gratification z; ever con- 
ſuming the anxious heart, themſelves ne- 

ver conſumed! There the worm of con- 
_ ſcience never dieth; there the flame of 

ſelf-condemnation and burning guilt ſhall 
neyer be quenched! _ - 

Where ſhall the foul find pans w 
ſhalli it be in the companions of its earth- 
ly cnmes, condemned to the ſame place 
of woe! Alas, thoſe companions will 
then be found the ſharpeſt thorns to 
goad the guilty mind! "Ki ierce hate will 
ſeize the-place of former love, and they | 
will curſe each other in the bitterneſs of 
their ſouls, as the mutual cauſes of each 
other's undoing! But, little conſolation 

being found in accuſing others, their up- 
braidings will ſpeedily» recur upon them- 
ſelves! Then only will be heard—(ah 
me!] the very thought is anguiſh) only 7 
heard, dire ne of the 9 wow 
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ing and | wailing, execrations and ſor- 
ret neither is this all: for though 


peace and reſt enter not there; though | 
one gleam of joy ſhalt never pierce 


_ through the darkneſsof their diſtreſs; yet 


all oy and more, might be-borne well, 
ell did hope, fair comforter, 0 


comes to all, did ſhe but ever come, and 
chear the wretched ſufferers with the 
fweet alleviation, that, years on - years 


paſſed by; chat ages upon ages gone; 
period will be put to this conſum- 
mate miſery, and the priſotiers of hell be 


| ſet Ry . er pe. is WING! 


Oh 
* hh N aa Loft, we fin the flo: 
ing tremendous Oe nm; mh 
e (Satan) views 


Ihe diſmal ſituation 00 and YR 


A dungeon horrible on en 


Asone great furnace flam' d: yet bee od game, 
No light, but rather darkneſs viſible 15 


Sery'd. only to.diſcover lights of woe, 3 


5 . 2” of . doleful ſhades; where peace 
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Oh eternity, eternity, how fearful is 
the thought! And wilt thou, oh man, 
for the momentary deluſions of ſin, 
plunge into this gulph of puniſhriſent 
_ unutterable, unending! 

At leaſt, my ſoul, let the pon be 
profitable to thyſelf; and ſtruck a- 
bundantly with its horrors . infinitely 
more alarming than thou canſt imagine 
or paint turn thy view, and let us con- 
template the more Feng ſcene, the 
life eternal, and perfect pleaſures which 
the dear Redeemer hath in ſtore for 
thoſe who, by patient continuance in 
well doing, ſeek for honour and immor- | 
tality ! 

But if an (inſpired; Apoſtle, ao was 
favoured with the rapturous proſpect, 
doalare; that it hath not even "Cena 


And. — can never de ; hope never comes 4 
That comes to all; but torture without end 


Still urges, and a fiery deluge fed, 
With ever-burnig fulphur — 
BO . I. v. 6% 86 


M 2 into 


8 
* 
* 


244 ReeLecTIoNs on DEATH. 

into the heart of man ts conceive the 
greatneſs and excellency of the good 
things reſerved for the righteous; how 


ſnall we attempt to ſpell them out, dark | 


habitants in cottages of clay! May it 
not ſuffice to know, that the happineſs 


we expect will be on all parts complete: 


| happineſs, without the leaſt mixture or 
alloy of diſcontent or diſſatisfaction! · 
Pleaſing truth; yet not Atirely ſuffici- 
ent to gratify our thirſty and inquiſitive 
fouls. In condeſcenfion to our weak- 
neſs,---or perhaps I might fay---onr 
ſtrength (for earneſt deſires after the 
| knowledge of immortality doubtleſs be- 
ſpeak the foul immortal) however, in 
great goodneſs certainly, the Lord of 
our life has vduchfafed to us ſome 


- glimpſes of that future felicity, which 


may > ender us deſirous enough to know 
more, which may animate every endea- 
vour towards the 2 85 of 0 exalted 
$09!” Re RE Tr ei 
. We 
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We feel evil ſo ſenſibly, that perhaps 
we can form a better idea of heaven from 
its negative than its poſitive bleſſings: 
Who amongſt us is a ſtranger to ſicne, 
to ſorrom and pain? Who amongſt us 

is a ſtranger to the comfort which would 
follow an entire exemption from theſe 
evils l Now in heaven, our bodies ſpi- 
ritualized, and our ſouls made perfect, 
we ſhall neveriknow pain of body, or 
pain of mind: ſorrow and crying ſhall 
never _— x cre into thoſe. renne 
re N eig es 

But en as our ſtate eld 


freed: from thoſe cruel ſpoilers of or | 


peace, yet if death and diſſolution were 
certain, the eminence of᷑ our bliſs would 
only render the ſtroke doubly dreadful! 
SP In heaven, then; to ſecure the perpetuity 
of Our delight, there ſhall be no more 
death e, this mortal ſhall put on immor- 
tality and free from pain and frem ſors”. 
row, we ſhall fear no end of tlie trans 
porting ſcene. Mg PO 


1 e 


gh Rx PLECTIONs on De A'TH. | 
. Poſitive bleſſings, numberleſs and un- 


n ſhall attend theſe negative 
ones. Bod will not only wipe away all 
tears from our eyes; will not only inveſt 
us with eternal ſecurity in bliſs; will 
not only remove every thing defiling 
and noxious from thoſe r 
but he himſelf will dwell amongſt us, 
and be our God. He, the adorable Fa- 


ther, with the Lamb of Love, and the 


Spirit of Holineſs, ſhall be the object of 
our contemplation. — He, the bleſſed 
and all glorious Deity, whoſe preſence 


is joy, and bliſs, and heayen, ſhall be the 


life, the light, the praiſe of the new In- 
Rus ALRM, and all its divine inhabitants 


Love ſhall reign triumphant in every 


heart; every pure and celeſtial defire 
ſhall be gratified to the full: every holy 
and devout affection ſhall find its ade- 
quate ſupply: and one uninterrupted 
icene of thankfulneſs, ſerenity, and com- 
| fort, ſhall —_ U and eternally be 

I „ ,v75) found; 


egions of joy; 
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found; where the harps of ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand ſhall ceaſeleſſy hymn 
the Father of mercies, and the Lamb 
who uten on _ one n ond 
8 d, Lord oleh come nd. 
put a ſpeedy period to this miſerable 
world of confuſion and ſin! Haſten; 
bleſſed Lord, haſten thy kingdom; 
whence every evil ſhall be wholly re. 
moved, and where all good ſhall be 

found which can perfect the bliſs of 
men and of angels! Faint and dark, 
indeed, are our earth- bound conceptions 
of this conſummate glory, and of that 
which chou haſt purchaſed for thy e 
vants - purchaſed at a price which ma 
juſtify our moſt elevated hopes, even at 
the price of thy o] lov'd life, and-ever! © .. 
precious blood Vet through the rich? 

of thy wonderous grace, the humble 
Chriſtian, who by faith now enters into 
. hath ſome ſweet foretaſte, ſome 
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Love, grateful love, looking to thee, 
feels a tranſport which enraptures the 


foul, fills it with ſweet complacence to- 
wards all its fellow creatures; and 


makes the afflictions of this tranſitory 
world light and eaſy to be borne---nay; 
which makes death itſelf no longer for- 
; Midable, but -devoutly to be wiſhed, as 


the happy conveyance of an impriſoned 
fpirit to its God and its hope: to its 
freedom and perfection: to its dear de- 


parted friends, and all the Joys of bliſs- 
- fulimmortality! _ 


-. Give. me thee, oh! give me Lark, 


FP - 7 8 than bountiful beſtower of every good 
geikt! ſo ſhall I experience the beginning 

of heaven in my heart, and die with full 
* perſuaſion, that the fair bud will burſt 
into a perfect bloſſom that my joys, 


begun 1 in grace, will be con me 


in ee everlaſtin g 
For 
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_ © For thee, too, my Reaper, let me 
offer up this fervent prayer: Oh 
mayeſt thou feel and be made perfect 
in the love of Chrift /” fo will thy life 

be bleſſed below; ſo will thy death be 


comfortable; ſo wilt thou be made par- | 7 ; | 


taker of thy Saviour's kingdom !— 
Serious and important have been the 
ſubjects which have employed our mutual 
meditations: may they be impreſſed no 

leſs ftrongly on thy heart than on my 
own : may they awaken thee, if care- 
leſs, to a life of love: may they con- 
firm thee in that life, if happily thou 
art already devoted to it! This, this 


be ſure is the only road to peace; this,, 


this be ſure is the only wiſdom. of man £ | 
Earneſtly wiſhing thee much ſucceſs in 
thy Chriſtian conrſe, I bid thee farewell 


and exhort thee to keep thine eye ſted»,./ fl | 


faſt on the author and finiſher of thy fa 
vation! All beſide will fail and forſake 
thee ! But a little while, and as well the 
band 
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dad which hath written, as the eye 
which reads theſe lines, ſhall become 
cold and inactive, and moulder in the 
duſt: ſpeedily, oh my friend, our days 
will be completed, and we muſt bid 
. adieu-to all things below! Then let us 
ive like men conſcious of this truth 
let us live like thoſe who know they muſt 
die; who know that they muſt lire 
for er ele ſecure our own ſal- 
vation; and, however ſtrangers to each 


other here, ſhall meet and rejoice toge- 


ther in that kingdom, where mutability 
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